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Could this be the face of ’97 - or just 
an ‘untried, inexperienced’ dummy? 


Colin Brawn 

Chief FtotiticaJ Correspondent 

The Prime Minister’s New Year 
message to Tbry constituencies crit- 
icising Tony Blair’s Shadow Cabinet 
as “untried, inexperienced” and 
“too risky” was attacked by Labour 
last night as the opening shot of a 
“dirty war" to “get Blair”. 

Conservative Party leaders denied 
they were mounting a smear cam- 
paign against the Labour leader to 
overhaul Labour’s massive lead in the 
polls, but all the signs are that the 
New Year will see one of the dirti- 
est battles ever witnessed at a British 
election. 

Conservatives sources told The In- 
dependent that the Prime Minister 
was against personal attacks on Mr 
Blair but went on to accuse the 
Labour leader of “hypocrisy" over 
abortion, saying he opposed it, after 
voting to preserve a legal right to 
abortion. 

j As Cardinal Basil Hume, the Ro- 
man Catholic leader in England 
and Wales, threatened to make 
abortion an election issue, a minis- 
terial aide. Dr Robert Spink accused 
Mr Blah of “breath taking hypocrisy” 

. on abortion. 

i Mr Blair is also Kkely to be accused 

£•": of hypocrisy over his choice of an 
“opt-out" school for his son Euan. 
P'A Tory source said: “Education is 
l very fruitful territory We have a 
[ new advertising campaign but it is no 
i more negative than the Labour Par- 
t ty's. The^ showed giants trampling 
F across Britain, and old ladies being 
| strangled. They are just putting the 
& fear of God up people. They cannot 
claim the high moral ground.” 

£5 However, John Prescott, the 
ider of the Labour Party, 

i ndependent. “Mr Major's 
’s message is the start of 
;ar campaign to get Blair, 
y sleazy foreign companies 
i election year 1997." He 
; pan of a “dirty war”, 
lew Year Message, Paddy 
the Liberal Democrat 
rused the two parties of 
g for office by saying as fit- 
stance as possible - and 
ading for its least intelli- 
on ever." 

■ in his own New Yearmes- 



i think it’s time for 
a change’ 

'With Labour we would be 
going Into the realms of 
the unknown’ 

First-time voters, who have known 
only a Conservative- ruled Britain, 
air their views. page 6 

sage today will call for an early gen- 
eral election to capitalise on 
Labour’s conviction that the delay in 
going to the country is paralysing 
government. 

He will reassure Labour sup- 
porters that he will take every op- 
portunity to force an election by 
bringing down the Government in 
the Commons. “He will take every 
opportunity to get them out before 
time. The drift and weak leadership 
is damaging Britain and he will set 
out a positive agenda of new Labour 
policies,” said a Labour source. 

But Labour is sticking to its strat- 
egy of only tabling a “no confidence” 
motion to bring down the Govern- 
ment when it thinks it can win the 
Commons vote. Mr Major enters the 
New Year without a Commons ma- 
jority for the first time sinre Margaret 
Thatcher came to power in 1979, but 
is still hoping to hold on until an eleo 
tion on 1 May with the help of the 
Ulster Unionists. 

The Prime Minister’s message to 
constituency chairmen cKsariy sig-r 
nailed that he intenefr to use the 
promise of a tough negotiating 
stance at the European inter-gov- 
ernmental conference in Amsterdam 
to silence criticism from his own 
Euro-sceptic Tbry MPs, and portray 
Mr Blair as a soft touch in Europe. 

“I have one overriding principle 
in my policy towards Europe -to put 
the British interest first That is the 
best policy for Britain and our par- 
ty," Mr Major said 
“I wilJ firmly resist any policies that 
would damage Britain’s prosperity or 
result in a significant shift of power 
to Brussels. If Britain goes federal, 
Britain will not follow.” 

If Tony Blair represented Britain 
in Amsterdam he would surrender 
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Model leader? A waxen image of Tony Blair's face in production for Madame Tussaud’s, London. LMng proof of a new look page 5 


the veto, and would “just follow the 
crowd’’, Mr Major said 
Setting out his vision of “two fu- 
tures for Britain”, which wifi be a key 
theme of the Tfcny campaign, Mr Ma- 
jor said: “Stability and prosperity or 
a leap into the unknown- tnatisihe 
choice.” 


The Prime Minister focused on the 
centra] message in the Ibries 1 elec- 
tion campaign - don’t throw it all 
a way -which will be used to counter 
Labour's most potent weapon, that 
it is “time for a change”. Hailing the 
successes in the economy, Mr Ma- 
jor highlighted five threats repre- 


sented by a Labour victory, of high- 
er taxes, prices and mortgages, few- 
er jobs, and a federal Europe. 

A Tory leadership source said* 
“The campaign will not be aimed at 
Blair specifically. The Prime Mink - 
ter feels very strongly about that. We 
will be campaigning around the is- 


sues." A Labour source said: “We ut- 
terly reject charges of hypocrisy. 
Tbny has a perfectly clear position on 
abortion, which is not i&any way 
hypocritical. 

“The issue is whether Parliament 
should use the criminal law to take 
away the choice from women often 


Photograph: Andrew Buurman 

facing agonisingly difficult personal 
decisions. “He doesn't believe the 
criminal law is the right instrument 
to take away that choice. 

“His voting record is entirely 
consistent with that." 

Abortion row, page 2 
Leading article, page 12 


Labour pulls back from union curb 


isme Clement and 
pfin Brown 

ie Labour leadership has qui- 
ly abandoned plans for a 
ackdown on unions in the 
iblk sector. 

Despite a spate of union- 
ishiog which dominated the 
tadlines at the time of the par- 
1 and TUC conferences, Tbny 
lair has decided that plans for 
hat were seen as “no strike" 
:als were impractical. 

The decision follows a brief 
nsultation period in which the 
itiarive was comprehensively 
Mushed from nearly every 
after, including the Labour 


leader's own colleagues in the 
Shadow Cabinet. 

However, the continuing ten- 
sions between the two wings of 
the labour movement emerged 
again yesterday when a return 
to “beer and sandwiches” under 
a Blair government was ruled 
out by Stephen Byers, a Labour 
spokesman on employment. 

Mr Byers rejected plans be- 
ing drawn up by John Ed- 
monds, leader of the GMB 
general union, disclosed in the 
Independent cm Sunday, for the 
restoration of tripartite forum 
between unions, the Govern- 
ment and employers. 

“We have no proposals to es- 


tablish the sort of machinery 
that is referred io In John Ed- 
monds’s memorandum. 

"We don’t believe by setting 
up a whole machinery of gov- 
ernment is the best way forward. 
It’s far better to create the cli- 
mate in which employers and 
trade unionists can work to- 
gether to achieve mutual ob- 
jectives," Mr Byers said on 
BBC radio. 

revival of a forum^cra'foe^aes 
of the National Economic and 
Development Council (Ned- 
dy), abolished by Baroness 
Thatcher. 

Meanwhile, in his New Year 


message the TUC general sec- 
retary, John Monks, urged the. 
unions to make “big changes" to 
offer the fullest contribution to 
a future Labour government. 

He said they would have to 
break the habit of being in op- 
position and move to being 
part of the solution to Britain's 
problems in the election year. 

Mr Monks said Britain des- 
perately needed a new govern- 
ment, but a Labour victory 
would only be the beginning of 
new challenges for unions. 

“Unions need to make big 
changes if they are to make the 
fullest contribution - moving 
from a position where at best we 


have been ignored and at worst 
treated as tbe enemy within wifi 
not be easy. Habits of opposi- 
tion will have to be broken.” 

And on BBC Radio 5 Live 
yesterday Mr Monks said a 
Labour government would not 
be involved in “back stairs deal- 
ings” with the unions, but he 
added: “There will be a climate 
in which the government of the 
day is not hostile.” 

However, he said the unions 
would not get “everything they 
want, it certainly won’t be that”. 

The idea of that compulsory 
binding arbitration might be 
used to keep the lid on union 
unrest under a Labour govern- 


ment was floated last Septem- 
ber by David Blunkett, the par- 
ty’s chief spokesman on 
education and employment 

Following a furious response 
from unions Mr Blunkett sub- 
sequently called for the greater 
use of voluntary arbitration 
agreements leading to a deal 
which would be binding on 
both sides. 

Unions pointed out that such 
a policy could lead to a tidal 
wave of arbitration. Under such 
a system unions would have lit- 
tle incentive in submitting sen- 
sible claims if they felt that an 
arbitrator might split the dif- 
ference between the two sides. 


Ini hostage talks 

V Peruvian government and 
pac Amaru guerrillas holding 
postages in the Japanese am- 
pador’s residence appeared 
pc moving towards an end to 
P two-week-old crisis. Page 9 

firms face sanctions 

lousands of small and medi- 
i-sizcti firms could face fines 
| other sanctions through 
fag to implement provisions 
fan (he new Pensions Act in 
nl, a leading benefit consul- 
ts warned. Page 16 
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Couple die trying to save dog in icy lake 


120 million acts of 
sexual intercourse 
will happen today. 

But many millions of women across the world do not 
have the family planning they want to separate their 
decision to have sex... from getting pregnant. If you have 
sex and reproductive choice, help us give more women 
the chance to choose and to safeguard their health. 


Louise Jury 

A couple died yesterday after foiling into 
an icy lake while trying to rescue their 
dog. Ttvo passers-by who tried to help 
them suffered hypothermia. 

The deaths of william and Jill Willis, 
both 58. came only two days after the 

Royal Society for the Prevention of Ac- 
cidents (RoSPA) warned people not to 
venture on to frozen water. 

The tragedy also followed the Boring 
Day death of Tbny Rees, 52, who 
crashed through a frozen pond in 
Merthyr Tydfil, South Wales, trying to 
save a spaniel. 

The latest accident happened at Bel- 
hus Wood Country Park, Aveley, near 
Grays. Essex, where the temperature was 
below freezing yesterday. An Essex po- 
lice spokesman said it appeared the dog 
went on to the lake, fell through the inch- 
thick icc and became trapped. 

“The man, in attempting to rescue the 
dog, also fell into the lake. The woman 
attempted to rescue him and also fell m. 
Two passers-by tried to rescue them, but 
did not succeed," Emergency workers 
fought to save the couple, who came 
from Upminster, in Essex. 





Divers recovering the body of William Willis, who drowned in the lake at 
Belhus Wood Park, In Aveley, Essex, yesterday Photograph: John McLellan 

Mrs Willis, a law firm clerk, was tak- Her husband, a painter and decora- 
en from the water after 45 minutes by tor, was trapped in the 12-foot deep lake 
firefighters. Electric shocks were used to for more than two hours and was 
re-start her heart and she was flown declared dead at the scene after his body 
by air ambulance to the Royal London was retrieved. 

Hospital in east London, but died short- They bad two sons, Steven, 32, and 
ly afterwards. Richard, 30. Steven said yesterday. 


tor, was trapped in the 12-foot deep lake 
for more than two hours and was 
declared dead at the scene after his body 
was retrieved. 

They bad two sons, Steven, 32 and 
Richard, 30. Steven said yesterday 


“They were a Icving couple who had thir- 
ty-odd years of marriage together, and 
at least they are together now. That's the 
only comfort we can take from it," 

The black Labrador dog, Thru, which 
the couple had owned for about a year, 
escaped from the lake by ilself and was 
being cared for yesterday in kennels. 
The middle-aged married couple who 
tried to help Mr and Mrs Willis were tak- 
en to Oldchureh Hospital in Romford 
suffering from the effects of the cold. 

Yit within minutes of Mr 'Mllis's body 
being found, two children had followed 
their pet spaniel on to the ice at Belhus 
Park. Their father quickly called them 
to safety when informed of the incident. , 
“It never occurred to me that they 
were .in danger on the ice, it looks so 
thick," fie said. 

A RoSPA spokesman said that more 
than half of ice-related drownings 
involved an attempted rescue of another 
person or of a dog. 

“People should not even test the 
thickness of the ice with their toes, lei 
alone venture out on to the ice," he said. 

“The chances of anyone surviving 
when immersed in very cold water are 
extremely slim." 
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Nurses ‘argued before killing’ in 



Michael Streeter 


The two British nurses accused 
of murdering a colleague in Sau- 
d Arabia ai^ued with her about 
her age shortly before she was 
killed it was claimed yesterday. 

The Saudi newspaper Al- 
Havat said that during the row 
55-year-old Australian nurse 
Yvonne Gilford was struck over 
the head with a teapot, and then 


stabbed with a knife she had 
used to defend herself. 

Ms Gflfoid was taunted with 
being an “old lady” who would 
soon be sent home because of 
her age, the article said, quot- 
ing Saudi police sources. 

The newspaper, which is re- 
garded as dose to official think- 
ing, said one of the two nurses 
confessed to the murder shortly 
after she was arrested by police 


on 20 December,aHegec% with- 
drawing cash from Ms Gil- 
ford’s bank account. 

Officers had been keeping 
watch on a cash dispensing ma- 
chine after money went missing 
from Ms Gilford's account af- 
ter the minder on 11 December. 
The other woman reportedly 
confessed two days later. 

The newspaper also claims 
that fingerprints of only one of 


the accused women were found 
at the victim’s flat. Diplomatic 
sources said the parr, Lucy' 
Mcl auchlan, 31, from Dundee, 
and 41 -year-okl Deborah 
from the Midlands, had beat es- 
corted to the scene of the mar- - 
der at the King Fahd Mfiitaiy 
Medical Complex, Dbahran, two 
days before Christmas where 
they allegedly re-enacted, tfce. 
crime before Saudi investigators. 


Both women, wbo have de- 
clared theft innocence im con- 
versations. whir reUtiyeg^.axe 
exposed to beyi$rted in jap by 
British oMsoLTStiiamb, later 
today; when'theywffl choose a 
lawyer to represent -them. 

said MrEaaib wmS^se^- 
ins clarificationfrom Saudi of- 
.fkaalsnbout the exact wording 
of the murder allegation and 


whether there were any “anefl- 
fary* charges '— a reference to 
the rumours Of- theft. 

, The- spokesman added that 
the mtemsntion by-ffie Saudi 
ambassador to Britain, Dr 



that the 

sentence Was by no means an- 
tomack: even for (hose found 
ga3ty of nuarder. 



Air of realism: Detail of a crew member from a model of a Vickers Wellington bomber on display at the International Model Show at Olympia, 
west London, which runs until Saturday and which is expected to attract some 50,000 visitors Photograph: Tony Buckingham 


Tory issues abortion threat 


Cofin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


A ministerial aide yesterday 
said he would spoil his ballot 
paper rather than vote for a 
lory election candidate who 
supported abortion. 

The remarks by Dr Robert 
Spink, the Tory MP for Castle 
Point and a parliamentary pri- 
vate secretary at the Home Of- 
fice, fuelled tears that abortion 
now threatens to became an 
election issue for the first time 
in Britain. 

They followed an attack on 
abortion by Cardinal Basil 
Hume. The Archibishop of 
Westminster said in an interview 
on GMTV: “l am quite con- 
vinced that abortion is a great 
evil in our society and realty 


Pro-life and pro-choice camps reveal party splits 
as ministerial aide reinforces Cardinal’s remarks 


unworthy of a civilised society." 
As the leading Roman Catholic 
cleric in Britain, the Archbish- 
op will give strength to the 
Pro-Life Alliance which is 
threatening to field up to 50 can- 
didates at the election to make 
abortion an election issue. 

“There's no way in which the 
church will change its attitude 
towards that, and I think in fu- 
ture generations we'll be 
pleased that somebody has 
stood very firm on that issue,” 
Cardinal Hume said. 

Dr Spink, a PPS to Anne 
Widdecombe, the Home Office 
minister who converted to 


Catholicism, said he would not 
vote for a Tory candidate who 
was “pro-choice”. 

He said on GMTV: “I would 
find it very difficult to vote for 
the loxy candidate ... I would 
probably personally spoil my 
paper." 

He added: “We have abortion 
virtually on demand. I believe 
politicians should look at 
abortion laws and tighten it up. 
The abortion of one twin while 
the other twin was left in a 
mother's womb was an abomi- 
nation and should not have 
happened.” 

Tory leaders said-last night 


thatif abortion became an elec- 
tion issue, it would damage the 
Labour Party more than the 
Conservatives, who had fewer 
supporters of the campaign for 
a woman's right to choose. 

A Tory source said: “If you 
look at the two parties, there are 
more [pro-choice MftJ on the 
other side. They have more 
women MPs who are obvious- 
ly pro-choice and they have 
Emily’s List [a campaigning 
group to get more Labour 
women elected] .” 

The Labour frontbencher, 
G are Short, attacked the Car- 
dinal’s views saying the Cathodic 


church’s attitude had cost it the 
support of her generation of 
women. 

- - Ms£hortf- who bad a strict 
Catholic upbringing - and her 
ex-husband gave up their son, 
Tbby.frrr adoption when he was 
she months old Ste was reunited 
with him in October. 

Ms Short said yesterday: “If s 
very sad that the Catholic 
church retreats back on to this 
territory. It lost almost all the 
women of my generation be- 
cause of its attitude to sex. 
They suggest that abortion is die 
primary moral question; It is 
not-” She described the church’s 
view of morality as “distorted'’ 
and said she favoured a law 
regulating tbe availability of 
abortion but leaving it to the 
individual to make her choice. 




after flu 
outbreak 


Ian Burrell 


a ra- 
dio appealto can in muses from 
their Christmas holidays to cov- 
er for sick colleagues as fearaof 
a flu epidemic swept Britahi. . 

The, Queen Efizabetb H Hos- 
pital m Welwyh' Garden City, 
Hertfords hi re, issued the appeal 
for. erases to cut short their hq4- 


" wifoii” fln epidemic at the same 

time as it was having to cope 
with an above average level of 
otftcradmassKHB. - 

Latest figures suggest that 
128 out of ,eveiy!l0(^OOO peo- 
ple m thfc Umted . Kingdom 
lave gone downwith tbe virus 
- double the rate at the start of 
the month. 

Wfth most qf the country re- 
turning. to work today, three 
straim of flu - 'Wuhan, Singa- 
pore and Berjimg A— are known, 
to be circulating in Britain- The 
highest numbers of cases have 
been reported m the Noth and 
in tbe 15-to-24 age group- 

Tbe Department of Health 
said the current number of cas- 
es was below epidemic leveL In 
a bad year - such as 1989, 
when 25,000 Britons died of flu 
-infection rates can exceed 400 
out of every 100,000. 

Ruth Ashmore, of the Qnecn 
Elizabeth n Hospital, said: “Wfe 
issued an appeal over local ra- 
dio for muses on time off to 
come in and help out 
. Ttisnot anice thing to do, 
because nurses ... deserve their 

cult became of staif sickness mid 
sheer, patient numbers. We have 
had to open some surgical beds 
to general patients because 
there are so marry of them.” . 

The flu scare ' came as icy 
weather sent temperatures 
plunging to -7C in parts of the 
country; even the River Thames 
froze over in places. The Royal 
Society for the Prevention of Ac- 
ddents warned that appearances 
could be deceptive, and that no 
one should assume ice was thick 
enough to stand their weight. 

According to the London 
Weather Centre, today would 
bring more "bitterly cold” 
conditions. 
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GPs set to 
make 
a poll issue 


Colin Brown 

Chief Political Correspondent 


Leaders of Britain’s 30^)00 fam- 
ily doctors are threatening xo 
make public-sector pay rises an 
election issue unless the Gov- 
ernment concedes big “catching 
up” increases in the new year. 

The Cabinet faces the 
dilemma of imposing pay re- 
straint, weeks before the elec- 
tion, on 5 million public-sector 
workers, including GPs, after 
MPs awarded themselves a rise 
of 26 per cent this year. 

Reports of the pay-review 
bodies for public-sector work- 


ers, including doctors, nurses, 
s, dvu 


teachers, dv3 servants, judges 
and the armed forces, are due 
to be delivered to Downing 
Street by the end of next month. 

Last night GPs said they will 
be in the vanguard of protests 
if their demands for big rises go 
unheard. The British Medical 
Association has told the Doc- 
tors and Dentists Pay Review 
Body that doctors need a 
58 per cent pay rise in April to 
catch up with rises for similar 
groups in the private sector 
over the past 10 years. “It is go- 
ing to be very rocky. Every 
year It has been getting worse. 
The Government may think 
that the doctors will be quiet, 
but there could well be more 
trouble because of tbe coming 
election,” said a BMA source. 

Ministers, who have been Dy- 
ing to molKfy GPs with a Write 
Paper promising other changes, 
privately admit, rises higher 
than inflation will be needed. 


But the Treasury is determined 
to hold down public-sector pay, 
only allowing rises financed by 
productivity. The Treasuxy 
made an implicit threat that in- 
flationary pay awards in the 
health service could hit patient 
care in the November Budget. 

The BMA is seeking to head 
off threats by representatives of 
the GP fundholders that they 
would pull out from the NHS 
if Labour went ahead with 
plans to replace fundholding 
with a new system of joint com- 
missioning for services from 
hospitals by groups of GPs cov- 
ering an area. The BMA is seek- 
ing talks with Chris Smith, 
Labour’s health spokesman, to 
clarify his policy on replacing 
fundholding by GPs, which he 
set out last month. 

The National Association of 
Fundholding Practitioners is 
due this week to release its re- 
sponse, rejecting his plans. 

But weekend reports that 
-femcDtekkrawexe threatening to 
(the NHS were 


said: “There is a lot of confu- 
sion about Labour’s plans bat 
GPs are not going to leave the 
NHS. GPS have arotmd 1,800 
patients on their fists. It wonld 
mean they would all have to be 
prepared to pay a substantial 
sum for their health care in 
addition to pay for the NHS 
through their taxes. 

“GPs are so weH-entrenched 
in the NHS, through pay and 
allowances, despite fow morale, 
to talk about walking out. It is 
just not feasible.” 


fi 




Threat to life 
of Sinn Fein 

leader 


A leading member of Sintr 
Ran on Belfast City Council 
has been warned by police of . 
an imminent attempt on his 
life, the party said yestaday. 

■ Alex Masfcey was told last 
night that the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary had - 
info rmation that his life was 
jjp imminent danger and he- 
should step up lus personal 
security. Tne RUC said it 
coukl not comment on the ' 

personal security of anybody. 

Tbcwanring cameboms 
after a bomb was found under 
the car of Sign Fein’s director 
of elections in Londonderry, 
flam Duffy, and nine days 
after a leading Belfest 
repubticaqEddie Copeland, . 
suffered leg injuries when a 
: bomb exploded under his car. 
There has been no claim of - 
responsibility for either attack 
but the Ulster Reedom 

Fighters are believed to be 
behind die new offensive, 
hei ghte ning fcaxsthe loyalist 

— — — — i iffin'i n'oritl ni ir ii rr 


Police fear _ 
missing wife . 
is dead 

Detectives trying to identify 


cremated human remams 
found in the boot w a car. 


alter 

Levon shot himself we re;. 
yesterday examining* burned 

area near his farm. Erorats 

were trying to estabUsb ^ 
whether the ashes and bonc 

fragments found in a bn box 

were the remains of Mr 
Levon's wife, Pauline, who 
had cancer. 

Mr Levon, 61, shot himself 
in front of police in a car at 
his farm near Withendge, 
Devon, last Friday, hours 
after his bouse in SDver tonlO 
miles away, was destroyed by 
fire. 

Det Supt John Smith told a 
news conference in Exeter 
yesterday that tbe police 
would like to hear from 
anyone who S 3 W StDQke Or 

fires in the area of the farm 
since Saturday 21 December, 
when Mrs Levon, also in her - 
sixties, was last seen. 



Hostage hurt 


£12m rail plan 
for Peaks 


Aninvcstigation was under 
way yesterday after a 
prisoner at a tcfci security jail 
held a fellow inmate hostage 
for five hours, the Prison 
Service said. . . 

L^The siege at W&kefieM 
prison in west Yorkshire 
ended early.an Saturday 
when {Bison officers stormed 
into the cefl where the man 
was being held. Tbe hostage 
was treated in hospital for ... 
cuts to his throat and chesL 
A Prison. Service spokesman 
said it was believed the 
hostage was held with some 
kind of weapon. 


Gfteat festive 
dash for cash 


> Council is 

urgently seeking & — 

— i Tv-hiding National Lottery 
cash - for the biggest-ever 
transport infrastructure 
scheme in the Peak District 
National Park. A study says 
the £12m scheme to reopfen.20 

miles of track from Buxton to 

Matlock would, attract 200,000 

passengers a year and relieve - 

tourist pressure on rate of . 
Britain’s most picturesque but 
packed beastly spots. 

a vital finkfiardie area^S™ 6 
take earn and heavy lorries off 
the road,” said council leader 
Martin Doughty. “By working 
in c6-qperatum.with other 
local authorities and rail 


fo be able toattract funding 
and make progress with this 


Barclays has reported a 
seasonal spending boom. In 
the week before nmstmas 
there was a 10 per cent jump 
in demand for cash— 
£372Jmwasi 
cash maeirines.'.* 
day was 21 December when. 
£7 1.4m was dispensed from ~ 
3,100 of ns machines. The 
busiest period was between 
10am and 1pm on 23 
December whoi£24.4m was 
taken out - including a 
“8m in 
11am to 


Rise in illegal 
cases 


entry 


only one hour 
12noon. - • 

The 9 million holders of 
Baidaycards ^eot tqp to 
£L500 per second over the 
tod.- 10 percent up cm 
jrear. 


Siren call 
saves woman 


A lost mobile phone user 
trapped in a ditch was 
rescued yesterday after police 
pinpointed her whereabouts 
by switching on their sirens 
so she could tell them when 
she heard them. The rescue 
took place in freezing 
temperatures in Eppmg 
Forest, Essex, after the 23- 
year-old woman fell and hurt 
her back. She rang 999 but 
was unable to tell operators 
where die was. She was taken 
to hospital with suspected hip 
and injuries. 


The number of alleged illegal 

immig rants increased by 4Q 
percent lastyear, according 
to Home Office statistics. 
Illegal-entry action was 
initiated against 10,382 
people In 1995, but only 
3,020 were removed or 
voluntarily left the country, a 
7 per cent drop. 

According to the annual 
report of the Home Office's 
immigrat ion and Nationality 
Directorate, the decline in 
removals was due to an 
increase in the proportion 
claiming asylum, up from 32 
per cent in 1993 to 67 per 
cent in 1995. It noted that the 
largest single category of 
illegal entrant remained 
throe who gained entry by 
deceiving an immigration 
officer on arrival - 35 per 
cent of those detected in 
1995. Another 31 per cent, 
were snuggled into the 
country, an 83 per cent rise. 


Lottery draw 


Eight tickets shared the 
£9.8m jacbqpot in Saturday’s 
National Lottery draw with 
winning numbers 8, 10, 20, 
27, 31 and 39; bonus, 30. 
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news 



* 


in war on drugs 


a 


Two Scotland Yard officers are 
going to Cuba as pan of an of- 
fensive to dose down drug 
smuggling routes through the 
Caribbean to Britain, Home Of- 
fice minis ter Tom Sackville an- 
nounced yesterday. - 
In a separate move, the For- 
eign Office has also announced 
that it is planning to take new 
powers to crack down on mon- 
laundering in the five 
ribbean dependent territo- 
ries. 

Mr Sackville, who speaks 
Spanish, agreed to send the 
police officers after a meeting 
with President Fide! Castro, 
the revolutionary leader, in 
Cuba last month, where he 
signed a Customs and Excise co- 
operation pact. 

"I had a hunch that Cuba was 
straight and they were making 
an effort to tackle the drugs 
problem." the Home Office 
minister told The Independent 
“They are a key player in the 
transit, both in airports and in 


Joint initiative aims to check Caribbean 
smuggling route. Colin Brown reports 


marine transport, and we need 
to work as dose as possible with 
them to combat the trafficking.'’ 

Mr Sackville, only the second 
minister in 25 years to visit Cuba 
- the first was Ian Taylor, the 
trade and industry minister - 
came back convinced that Cuba 
was committed to combating 
the drugs trade and could be 
trusted with intelligence shar- 
ing. 

Cuba is being targeted by the 
drugs barons in South Ameri- 
ca because its waters are barred 
to the US Coastguard. Drugs 
are dropped offby light aircraft, 
and picked up from the water 
to be shipped on to Europe 
through Cuban ports. 

Britain was wary of ex- 
changing intelligence with some 
other countries in the area, 
where ministeis and officials can 
be corrupted by the huge 



Common purpose: Tom Sackville meeting- President 
Fidel Castro during Ms visit to Cuba last month. 


volume of money associated 
with drugs. The Cuban leader 
made? little small talk in their 
meeting, but in a lengthy 
; speeds denounced drug traf- 
ficking as a crime against 
the revolution, and committed 
his authorities to co-operating 
with British police and cus- 
toms officers to prevent Cuba 
being used for the transfer 
of drugs from Colombia to 
Europe. 

British intelligence helped 
in the seizure by the US Coast- 
guard of a massive shipment of 
six tons of cocaine via Cuba. In 
a breakthrough in US-Cuban 
relations, Cuban officials are 
ready to testify against the 
smugglers in a trial early in the 
new year in the United States. 

. But the British government 
also fears that not enough is be- 
ing done to combat the laun- 
dering of the money from the 
drugs trade through offshore 
banks in Caribbean countries. 
Britain has already introduced 
its own legislation to extend the 
powers of seizure and disclosure 
for bank accounts be&ved to be 
used in money laundering. 

Foreign Office sources yes- 
terday confirmed that Britain is 
considering extending its pow- 
ers to introduce the same anti- 
laundering measures in the five 
dependent territories - the Cay- 
man Islands, Bermuda, the 
Ihrks and Caicos Islands, 
Montserrat, and the British 
Vir gin Islands. 

The Cayman Islands, world- 
famous for its banking, and 
Bermuda have already begun 
action against money launder- 
ing through their banks. But the 
Government fears some of 
the other islands need to take 
more action. 

The aim is to persuade the 
countries to carry out action vol- 
untarily. ItwtQ be one of the pri- 
orities for the new governor of 
the Turks and Caicos, John 
Kelly, -an^ expert on the 
Caribbean, who took over re- 
cently from Martin Bourke. 



in move to establish 
new cocaine route 


Matthew Brace 


The South American drug car- 
tels are spreading their smug- 
gling operations from Central 
America and the western 
Caribbean to the 29 countries 
of the eastern Caribbean 
stretching from Surinam to the 
British Virgin Islands. 

Tightened security in the es- 
tablished cocaine conduit areas 
have forced the drug cartels to 
change tack and now ft is feared 
they will exploit the eastern 
Caribbean’s comparative unfa- 
miliarity with drug smuggling by 
flooding the new route with 
drags for Britain, the rest of Eu- 
rope and the United States. 

Evidence from the United 
Nations Drug Control Pro- 
gramme, based in Barbados 
and funded chiefly by the 
British government, shows that 
180 tonnes of cocaine were 
smuggled into Europe from 
South America via the eastern 
Caribbean this year - roughly 
50 kDos a day. About 60 per cent 
came via Britain, arriving on car- 
go ships and passenger flights. 

As much as one-fifth of the 
Europe-bound total is estimat- 
ed to We travelled with couri- 
ers -sometimes holidaymakers 
- and it is believed there could 
be as many as three cocaine rues 

a week to Britain. 

Manytmore British holiday- 
makers are taking advantage of 
lower holiday prices in the 
Caribbean and despite a graph- 
ic film now showing on flights 
from the. UK warning of the 
penalties of drug snuggling, sev- 
eral are ignoring the risks and 
carrying consignments of co- 
caine baric to the UK. 

The. director of the UN pro- 
gramme in Barbados, Dr San- 
dro Cal van i, said the narcotics 
trade is Bee a balloon. 

”YiSu Squeeze it here and it 
pops onrover there. As their 
routes have been closed down 
the narocHraffickers have been 
pushed frjrthcr and further east 
so thesejslands are now begin- 
ning to see a lot more drug ac- 
tivity," fo said. He added that 
1997 witf be a crucial year in the 
fight against trafficking which 
would only, be won If all the east- 


Tta 29 countries of the 
eastern Car&trean are 

being targeted by Central 
American dug cartels. 
Using boats fitted Nttfi 
sophJsflc^d egrfpment 

drugs are smuggled to 

the (stands before being 
(fis&ftnjted to Europe 

and North America. 



era Caribbean nations worked 
together to stifle the threat: 

With limited resources, how- 
ever, and some countries only 
having one or two patrol boats 
to try to intercept the powerful 
speedboats of the smugglers, 
they seem outgunned. 

The traffickers 
are eager for 
political power 
in order to 
dictate the rules 
of the game’ 

Barbados is a prime target for 
the traffickers. As the Carib- 
bean’s most easterly outpost 
with arguably the best air and 
sea freight facilities in the region 
and . close trade links with 
Britain, it serves their purpose 
wdL Despite the island having 
some of the toughest drug 
penalties in the region, 827 
drug cases were recorded up to 
.the end of October 1996, 
against 745 cases for the entire 
year 1995. Twelve tonnes of co- 


caine found in a cargo ship in 
Spain last month were traced 
back to the island and in Lon- 
don in December 1994, £lm 
worth of cocaine was seized on 
a British Airways flight from the 
island. 

Other islands in the Leeward 
and Windward chain are also at 
risk. A recent Internet adver- 
tisement promoted Antiguan 
money-laundering services by 
promising: “Wfe handle cash 
derived from ANY activity.” 
And a string of recent murders 
and disappearances in St Kitts 
was also linked with trafGckmg. 

An EU report on the current 
crisis highlighted the islands’ 
vulnerability and warned that it 
posed a threat to the region's 
democracy. Weak economies, 
underpaid and demoralised of- 
ficials and low counter-nar- 
cotics expenditure were laying 
eastern Caribbean states wide 
open to the traffickers. 

Dr Calvani fears that the 
drug barons may soon infiltrate 
the political arena. “Whereas 
traffickers in the past have been 
interested solely m the business 
side of their trade, now they are 
also eager for political power" 
he said.' “They want to gain this 
power in' order to dictate the 
rules of the game." 



Against all odds!: Andrew Robinson, who suffers from a rare form of autism, sits surrounded by his books; this year 
he beat thousands of students to medals from the country's largest A-level examination board Photograph: News Team 


Autistic 
boy top 
of the 
class 


Lucy Ward 

Education Correspondent 

A student horn with a rare 
form of autism which rules out 
everyday tasks such as making 
a cup of tea, has beaten thou- 
sands of other teenagers to 
score among the country's top 
A-levcl results. 

Ninuiccn-ycar-old Andrew 
Robinson celebrated Christ- 
mas with three medals from the 
country's largest A-level exam 
board - one for gaining the 
highest mark nationally in gen- 
eral studies and the others for 
coining within the top five can- 
didates m two other subjects. 

The achievements mark a 
milestone in an educational ca- 
reer which saw him removed 
from junior school at seven. The 
hoy who couldn't mix with his 
classmates left specialists divid- 
ed -some thought he was gifted 
while others saw bad behaviour. 

Six years later, Andrew was 
diagnosed as suffering from 
Asperger's syndrome, a Uttie- 
understnod form of autism caus- 
ing obsessional behaviour and 
difficulties with relationships. 
Yet the condition also revealed 
itself in a startling academic 
ability. With the help of 15 hours 
a week home tuition, he gained 
five GCSEs and a sixth-form 
place at the tertiary college near 
his Derby home, setting him on 
the path to the awards from the 
Associated Examining Board. 

Now in the first year of a de- 
gree in politics at Nottingham 
University. Andrew said: “As- 
perger's has given me abilities 
as well as disabilities." 

Among his strengths are 
tremendous powers of critical 
analysis. Bul any subject involv- 
ing sheer description or learning 
by rote is out of reach, ruling out 
maths, technology or languages. 

Andrew’s parents face the re- 
ality of a disorder which saw 
their son score highest among 
more than 18,000 candidates, 
yet which means they must 
continue to care for him. 

His father, Graham, speaks 
of Andrew’s “amazing ability to 
focus ... But that tunnel vision 
is part of the problem - he can 
tell you all about Karl Marx bul 
he can’t make a cup of tea." 


Years of 
trauma 
for rape 
victims 


A woman and her nine-year-old 
daughter raped by an man who 
threatened them with a knife 
will never recover from their 
ordeal, a child psychologist said 
last night 

Despite years of therapy, the 
53-year-old woman and her 
child - assaulted in the early 
hours of Boxing Day as they 
slept in a north London ground^ 
floor flat - would not escape 
their “intense violation ”, ac- 
cording to Professor Joan Free- 
man, of Middlesex University. 

“This will never leave them 
for the rest of their lives. They 
will never get over It I don’t 
think yon can ever be as you 
were before. You have changed 
and it will always be there. It’s 
not a bad cold you get over. It 
becomes a part of you, an ex- 
perience as traumatic as this," 
the professor added. 

Professor Freeman said the 
mother - who, with her daugh- 
ter, was staying with a relative 
in Northoh for Christmas - 
would probably be more trau- 
atised than the young girl. 

“I think the girl stands a 
better chance because she's 
only nine and, without being dis- 
missive, children are remarkably 
resflient 

“But for the mother, be- 
cause she was in a position of 
iesponsibilny, it will be wonse for 
her. She’s got to deal with the 
violation of herself and of her 
daughter and all that guilt." 

Profesor Freeman, who said 
the couple would need at least 
a year to come to terms with 
theft ordeal and might need psy- 
chotherapy every day, added: 
‘‘The mother will also have a lot 
of guilt to deal with. She wiD be 
illy for herself and guilty for 
the child." 

She added that the nine- 
year-old’s success in coming to 
terms with the ordeal depend- 
ed on her level of security be- 
fore the assault “How well she 
will get over ft depends on 
where she started from." 

Police are looking for a man 
said to be in his early 20s, be- 
tween 5ft 1 lins and 6ft tall, very 
thin, with thin fingers, clean- 
shaven and with chiselled 
features. 
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news 


Charles backs 
multi-million 
faith centre 


Louise Jury 


A City highflyers dream of 
creating a il20tn Christian cen- 
tre in London for the Millen- 
nium will move closer 
towards becoming reality next 
month. 

The Millennium Commis- 
sion is due to decide whether to 
hack merchant banker Ken 
Cusia's vision of a "thriving, 
ecumenical Christian commu- 
nity” on the south bank of the 
Thames. 

The scheme would trans- 
form a nine-acre site near Bat- 
tersea power station into a 
giant "village” featuring a 
1 0.000- seal church, a base for 
charities working with the poor, 
sick and disadvantaged and 
short-slay accommodation for 
young people. 

The US1T youth and .student 
trawl company would use the 
budget hotel and has pledged 
£5U million to match £50 mil- 
lion requested from the 
Millennium Commission. 

If the Commission gives its 
hacking, a planning applica- 
tion would he presented 
within months. Mr Costa and his 
church, the Holy Trinity Bramp- 


ton in Knightsb ridge, London, 
is preparing to plat* an option 
to secure the rune-acre site by 
the end of January. 

It is confident of raising the 
remaining £20 million needed 
from corporate and private 
sponsors. 

Mark Elsdon-Dew, the pro- 
ject spokesman, said yester- 
day. "We’re very excited by it 
We want it to be the kind of 
place which people in London 
can be proud of.” 

Ken Costa. 46, vice chairman 
of merchant bankers SBC War- 
burg, and a church warden and 
lay preacher at Holy Irinity 
Brampton, the largest Anglican 
church in Britain, has har- 
boured a vision of such a 
centre for some time, Mr 
Elsdon-Dew said. 

But it is only in the last year 
that feasibility studies and plans 
have been drawn up and a 
charitable trust, Millennium 
Village, formed to spearhead 
development. Mr Costa, who 
has provided significant finan- 
cial support, is its chairman. 

The influential vicar of Holy 
Trinity, the Rev Sandy Millar, 
has secured extensive church 
backing. The Archbishop of 


Canterbury, other leading An- 
glican chur chmen , the 
and Methodist churches and 
Cardinal Hume, leader of the 
Roman Catholic church in Eng- 
land and Wales, have all 
expressed keen interest. 

nince Charles's private office 
is acting as consultant. Having 
previously called for a more 
spiritual approach to the Mil- 
lennium celebrations, the 
Prince is understood to see the 
potential union in the scheme 
of two of his greatest interests 
- spiritual exploration and 
British architecture. 

His office said: "The Prince 
welcomes the idea of building 
an ecumenical Christian centre 

._ to Pomade with the be gi nn i n g 
Of the Third Millenniu m. 

Mr Costa said: "Millennium 


Village is a national celebration 

Of the Christian millennium 
demonstrating the links be- 
tween belief and social action 
in the community. 

“We are also delighted to be 
working with the Prince of 
^Wiles’ Projects Office to ensure 
that Millennium Village ex- 
presses architecturally this ex- 
citing vision of unity and 
reconciliation in the nation.” 
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Roam with a view: A rambler taking In the scenery at Pwtldu Bay on the Gower 
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!EE CALLS FOR 


I HURRY! I 
pD$3WD£Cj 


Ericsson 238 

Mobile Phone 

• Up to 70 minutes talktime/ 

23 hours standby 

• Up to 199 name and number memory 

• Backlit display 

SALE PRICE 


c29J» 


FREE CALLS 
FOR 6 MONTHS' 


Sony 444 Mobile Phone 

• Up to 80 minutes talktime/ 

20 hours standby 

• 99 name and number memory 
(wqiJtgspgmaflnotti 
rwwwviiJMOTPsTOcig l 


FREE CALLS 
FOR 2 YEARS" 


illnot 


SALE PRICE 


ICE ; 


Samsung shsis 

Mobile Pti one 


SALE PUKE 


Eli £4.99* 


SAVE “S S 0 % SK.an,se R s 


Motorola ai3o 

MobBe Phone 


/=££ CALLS 

?c»: 'uk ■■ 


£7.99' 


fH 

Casio DC 8500 smjcfrice 

ORGANISER 

£«KE99 


Packard Ball D81Z8 salcpukc 

ISS= _CQx? 

k BMYI INTO STOCKS f03?9 

HI 

Psion Series 3a salipricc 

l MnufTOPLQNwra a** 

i ——£269.99 



SAVE VS £ 30 


Packard Bcfl 
DOT Electronic Databank 

• 2Kb memory 

• Mtmomd SALE PRICE 

schedule facaty 

HURRY! 

LIMITED 
STOCKS 


ON MODEMS 




* Psion Damn 

Surfer 33.6 bps 
External Modem 

149.99 



US Robotics 

316 bps 
External 
Modem 


SALE POKE 


e179.99 



Motorola 

internet 
Solution 
283 bps 
Modem 


SALE PRICE 


e129.99 


MASSIVE SAVINGS 



cSO CHEQKEBACK’ 

Hjrry! CtU: fndi 3l.‘!2/94 


one 2 one 


FREE CALLS 

15 minutes every month 
until tb* end o\ 1997*- 


FREE LINE RENTAL 

FOR 1 MONTH 

INCLUDING 15 MINUTES OF 
FREX CALLS- 



■ 

wowwa SALE PRICC 

i Digital tw 

caIoq 1 
nww tnr.77 

0 

Ericsson 

388 SALE PRICE 

l ™ £ 99™. 


Motorola 

saitprice 

l s e 9 .w' 


25?* SALEPWCE 

^£77,99 f 


^" Caa 

as; qs. 

85 £7.99' 

0 

££e 79.99 t 




SAVE £21 

ON END 01 
LINE PCs 

)0 

■ 

100s 

OF END OF LINE 
BARGAINS 

on Phones, Faxes. 
Pagers & Accessories 
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You'll make 
a far better choice / 
at The Link Safe! t 

Visit any Link store and you'll 
discover a huge rapge of mob&e 
phones and advanced-communication 
products - it's the biggest choice - 
in the High Street 
Our friendly, helpful staff win help 
you mate the right purchase to suit 
your needs and your pbcfcet 
WKh fantastic new offers and 
bargains every day In The Link Sale, 
why go anywhere else! 


76 Stores Nationwide 


AND NOW OPEN IN: 

e ABERDEEN • BEDFORD • DERBY 
• HEREFORD • LEEDS • MANSFIELD 
e METRO CENTRE • NEWCASTLE 
• NOTTINGHAM • STOCKPORT 
e SOUTHPORT 

FREEPHONE 0500 222 666 

FDR YOUR NEAREST STORE AND TO ORDOTWRECT 


THE BIGGEST CHOICE 
Choose from the largest range of 
enraraunfcadon products hi the UK 
-moMk phones, toee. page r s, 
Meptooes- plus organisers and 
peMopconpitn 


MARTIAL EXPERT ADVICE 

Our expert staff are specMy trained 
h el comaunfcattan products and wfl 
be happy to help you make Ihe choice 
that* right for you. 





THE UHK PIKE PROMISE 

B you «nd exactly the same package 
cheaper kxaBywftttn 7 days, wewBI 
refund the ixnaranok. 


CWERPLAH COMPREHENSIVE 


A rang* of insoranca pofides svabbfe 


oo aB our products, except software. 


to give you complete peace of mind 

M J . • 

for up to 5 years. 




FREE CHOICE GUARANTEE 

for a snafl one-off fee of 05 whan 
you male your pwd«A you can be 
assured that should your ckcunstames 
change, you can return your phone and 
cnccl your airtime. 


MONEY RACK GUARANTEE 

If you are not compfetafy sa&fkW 
rebm you- purchase for a refund 
within 14 days for mobile phone, 

7 days hr afl other products. 




The Link 



.•W.V.V.W.V/.V.V.V.. 
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NTwiyfeatettfeBOnadbUMB 


Th^ycai^Mj^Du for a public 
mpuntain 
“ anuHwekxwne 
rorieofits 



. mg access fo 
BMC 


the 

/fijuftnrejHi “informal ap- 
secmmgperm^Mit 0 
' c^partioitar crags oti 

u> an area jicgcrtiaram; 

: individual owners. The Coun- 
try Landowners' Association 
caIkJt1managedaGoesK§k 
■fidt tg tfi^ Rammera’7\sso- 
dation and many climbers; the 


of “reviarmsia?. At precisely 
thev^aJn^rienL Campaiga- 
ers axe anmqWtp holdLabour 
to a cri mrmfm ent to introduce, 
a right to roam, subject to com- 
mon sense restrictions, if it 
wins the gjsneral election. 

Tony .Blau, - the Labour 
leader, hs& Sfown signs of wa- 
vering onapremnse he has been 
told could afidnate rural voters. 
The commitment, with its awk- 
ward socialist ewertanes, was in- 
herited fixmJotaSmidL So for. 
Labour frontbenchers have in- 
sisted it win be carried through. 
But the BMCs “Access Char- 
ter'’, and tbe'coundTs respect- 
able standing in the outdoor 
movement, could help Mr Blair 
cover any retreaL 
“The charter will be used to 
drive a wedge into what should 
be a united camp,” said Jim Rav 
rin, the mountaineering author 
and one of climbing world’s few 
political radicals. “It will be used 
to undermine the BQL” 

An “inept'’ BMC access team 
had fallen for the blandish- 
ments of the CLA and a seat at 
the negotiating table, Mr Per- 
rin said. “It’s the traditional 
strategy of those in power. Let’s 


give these people the appear- 
ance of influence and respect- 
ability and they will be happy." , 

BMC and RA representatives ( 
attended the CLA’s lavish Ac- 
cess 2000 conference last 
month, but only the ramblers 
spoke out against the landown- 
ers' line that access to the coun- 
tryside beyond public rights of 
way must-be agreed voluntari- 
ly and managed. [ . 

A draft of the charter does 
not rule out legislation but ar- 
gues that access has become a 
much more complex issue since 
the 1930s - the time of mass 
trespasses on the Pennine 
moors. It calls for a “thorough 
review” and initiatives to “bring 
greater public access to both up- 
land and lowland countryside in 
England and Wales in ways 
which are in keeping with the 
needs of land managers and 
wildlife conservation". 

The BMC fears that defining 
open country could lead to 
climbers being barred from 
crags in lowland or cultivated ar- 
eas in a “backlash” by landown- 
ers. Labour has limited "open 
country to mountain and moor- 
land; the BMC wants to add diff 
and foreshore; and the RA 
would like to go further and in- 
dude downland and forests. 

A paper prepared earlier 
tins year by Jeremy Barlow, the 
BMCs access officer, warned 
that concentrating on improved 
access to target sites might be 
seen as “provocative” and as un- 
dermining the RA’s attempt to 
get legislation. 

David Beskine, the RA’s as- 
sistant director, regretted what 
he saw as a shift in BMC poli- 
ty over the last four years. 

“They’re not interested in 
mountain walkers any more, just 
themselves and their friends 
'who go climbing on individual 
crags. They seem happy to slip 
into the position as acting as the 
agpnt for restrictions. We’re 
very sad about it,” he said. 
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Elvis 

By Stephen Knight 


DAILY POEM 


He's out there somewhere, in the dark - 
a pair of oil-stained overalls, 
a monkey wrench. When drivers park 
to stretch their legs and scratch their balls 

he appears with a chamois leather 
in a pail of suds. He- doesn’t pass 
the time of night, curse the weather 
nor laugh: he only cleans the giac^ 

Bored, tired from collating off the states 
they’ve spanned, they can't see how odd 
he is, the man who never talks; 

the tubby, balding guy who waits 
for tips, then shrugs. 

The one who walks 
across the forecourt like a god. 


Thisweck and Independent will be printing poems from 

the 10 volumes shortlisted for the 1996TS Eliot Prize. Hie raize 
Kt up by the Pbeby Book Society in 1993, honours the war's 
beer colfecnon of ncwvrase. It will be presented by Mrs T&lerie 

JSjuLI? 13 comes from Stephen Knight’s second 

collection. Dream City Cinema , published by Bloodaxe. 
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Electronic curfew tags fail the test of crime 


Patricia Wynn Davies 

Legal Affairs Editor • 

The Home Office was forced to put 
era a brave face yesterday after its 
own research showed that a quarter 
■ of the young criminals fitted with 
electronic tags in pilot schemes had 
breached their orders. 

The study, published today, also 
reveals, that each of the electronic 
monitoring. orders are likely to be 
costing the taxpayer more than four 
- times the cost of putting the 
offenders on probation. 

The report examines the first full 
year of trial schemes into the use of 
■ the Axnerican-style tags in Greater 


Manchester, Norfolk and Berkshire 
which began in July 1995, under 

which courts can impose curfew or- 
ders on offenders aged 16 and over 
restricting their liberty from be- 
tween two and 12 hours a day for up 
to six months. 

Of the 83 tagged, mostly for dis- 
honesty or possession of drugs, 19 
either tore off their electronic' 
bracelets - fitted either 16 the ankle 
or wrist - or committed other of- 
fences. Fifteen were subsequently re- 
sentenced to custody. 

While just 236 young criminals 
have been tagged since the pilots he- 
rn 18 months ago, with .91 $91 
; monitored, Seamcof Custo- 


dial Services, the private security firm 
which monitors the schemes in 
Greater Manchester and Reading, 
Berkshire, claimed yesterday thar the 
research had judged the US import 
a success. 

But there was a lower-key re- 
sponse from Baroness Blatch, the 
Home Office minister, who said: “As 
die report makes dear, tagging can 
be a worthwhile co mmuni ty sen- 
tence. lagging represents a useful 
atkfitionalsentence for courts.'’ 

Although the research. Curfew 
Orders with Electronic Monitoring, 
was never designed to specifically lest 
whether tagging shouklbe, or was be- 
ing, used as an alternative to custody, 


Lady Blatdi added it was a “cost-ef- 
fective" alternative to imprisonment 
and that the research had found that 
some magistrates viewed h as such. 

This is m contradiction to the orig- 
inal intendon that it was to be used 
as an addition to the existing range 
of community penalties, and lends 
weight to reports that some magis- 
trates have been persuading poten- 
tial tagees to accept monitoring or 
risk being sent to jail for petty 
offences that would not normally 
merit imprisonment 

Alongside the emerging policy vac- 
uum over how tagging ought to be 
used, an analysis of a recent 
parliamentary answer reveals that 


current costs are significantly high- 
er than ministers may wish to admit 
In what appears to be an attempt to 
massage the figures, the Home Of- 
fice suggested yesterday that the cost 
of a tagging order was "estimated" 
at being sightly less than for an 
average probation order and less 
than half the cost of a custodial sen- 
tence of the same length. 

Harry Fletcher, assistant general 
secretary of the National Association 
of Probation Officers, said yesterday 
that the average cost of probation 
was £50 a week while prison cost £425 
a week. 

A parliamentary reply on 4 De- 
cember from Baroness Blatch to 


Lord Harris revealed that £L4m bad 
been spent on the experiment so far. 
Even excluding the £l-3m likely to 
have been spent on start-up costs, 
each order has probably cost in the 
regkra of £4.782. 

Taking an average curfew order of 
four months, the weekw cost would 
be in the region of £36r a week. In 
fact, the Home Office cost “estimate” 
might only be feasible if the courts 
imposed some 15,000 tag orders a 
year - the level officiafo have sug- 
gested would be needed for private 
security firms to operate schemes 

profitably. According 10 reports 
from the pilot areas, Seburicor staff 
have been called upon IQ perform a 


range of support tasks, from the 
fetching of a prescription or a four- 
pack oflager during curfew hours to 
counselling an offender threatening 
suicide. The company later con- 
firmed that the average number of 
offenders per member of staff was 
two. 

Mr Fletcher said: “A study of just 
83 people is loo few to make an eval- 
uation but I think this invalidates the 
whole project. This level of support 
simply would not be available u the 
scheme was extended nationally, 
which indicates that the rate of 
breaking of orders, which is already 
double that of probation, would go 
up, not down." 


that Madam 
Tussaud’s 
has a new 
model army 


Clare Gamer 


It is not easy to capture the wit of 
the singer Jarvis Cocker in wax - or 
any other part of him for that mat- 
ter. But the sculptors are giving it 
their best shot 

In Madam Hissaud’s day wax 
works were fairly crude. Not now. 
Technological advances and in- 
creased attention to detail are lead- 
ing to ever more life-like models 
worth £20,000 apiece. Subjects now 
spend up to six nours at several sit- 
tings to enable the sculpture to 
measure and mould to perfection. It 
is six months before a star is born. 

The Pulp singer is only three weeks 
in, but is already unmistakable. Eyes 


Footballer Eric Cantona, who 
joined the waxworks this year 


part vacant, part soulful, enigma tic ex- 
pression and slim limbs are taking 
shape. The effete pose was chosen by 
Jarvis himself, as were Iris clothes 
(black flares and Seventies jacket). 

Stuart Williamson, 4S, who to- 
gether with the make-up team, has 
sculptured the waxworks for 17years, 
said: “We put a lot more effort than 
we usedtomto making the models life- 
like. Wfc take hundreds of measure- 
ments. We even get a sample of hair 
if theyTJ let us. We are meticulous 
about detail and the results are much 
better than they were 10 years ago" 
The uncannily IifeBke model of the 
footballer Eric Cantona, unveiled 
earlier this year, is proof of this. 

Julia Deane, 32, a hair and make- 
up artist, has seen many advances in 
colouring techniques since she joined 
Madam Tussaud’s in central London 
12 years ago. The transition from wa- 
ter colour to o3 paint has been sig- 
nificant. “Water and wax don’t mix 
well,” she said. “It used to be bn?, 
possible to get fine detail. There was 
one basic colour for the whole head. 
With oil, you can put in every little 
freckle, dot and vem. You can grad- 
ually build up the texture to create 
a three-dimensional look.” 

But the success 'of the make-up de- 
pends on the model. “If someone 
looks like the real person it is much 
easier to colour," she said. “Tm do- 
ing Meiyl Streep at the moment Stu 
paid a lot of attention to detail, so 
I’m not having to compensate for 
slight discrepancies.” 

Not every waxwork ages at the 
same rate. The Beatles still parade 
their Sixties style, but the Princess of 
Wiles, like many of the royals, is con- 
stantly updated. Diana’s latest Iooka- 


Itnage makers: Above, Jams Cocker takes shape in the. hands of Madame TussaucTs artists. 
Right, the old-style Princess of Wales arid tier new model ~ Photographs: Andrew BuurmarVRex 


from people holding them to take 
pictures ... And then there's Naomi 


Campbell, men are all over her, get- 
ting their girlfriends to take pictures 


of them with her." The supennod- 


like has been haded as a triumph, a 
marked improvement on previous 
models. She originally gave one sit- 
tmg before she was married ami sculp- 
tors have since relied on photographs 
and measurements taken then. This 
year, however, she gave a fresh sitting. 

The use of photography has also 
improved. “We stand the subject on 
a turntable and swing them round 
gently, taking photographs from 
every angle,” Mr Wflhamson said 
“We take pictures of their eyes and 
enlarge them 20 times to get every 
single detail.” 

There are around 400 models on 
show at Madam Tlissaud’s and the 


line-up is constantly reviewed The 
Duchess of York bit the dust when 
her decree nisi came through earli- 
er this year. At least she is intact - 
unlike the MP and former Greater 
London Council leader Ken Living- 
stone and actor Charles Dance, 
whose heads will go into cold stor- 
age while their bodies are recycled 
A temporary exit from the exhi- 
bition may also be caused by exces- 
sive public adulation. “Joanna 
Lumley [the actress] has to be tak- 
en out on a regular basis, because she 
is so popular," said Diane Robert- 
son, a spokeswoman for Madam Tus- 
saud's. “Her hands get scratched 


he supeimc 
el's image is now protected by a red 
rope to keep the crowds at bay. 

Although skills and techniques 
have advanced some models remain 
unchanged Madam liissaud herself 
worked without the aid of photog- 
raphy, oil paint or technological 
wizardry, and her final work, a self- 
portrait from 1842 when she was 81, 
is still on show. She stands centre 
stage in the exhibition which draws 
millions of visitors each year. 


Money pyramid set 
to beat the law 
at third attempt 


HBchad Streeter 

A pyramid-style money-making 
scheme twice outlawed by the 
High Court is expected to be 
launched for the third time 
early in the new year. 

Peter Reece, UK director of 
the organisation Titan, said he 
was “hopeful” that a pilot pro- 
ject -Titan Three - could be op- 
erating in Scotland shortly. “It 
will be to prove that the scheme 
really does work,” he said. 

He also confirmed that the 
economics professor, Patrick 
Mmford, one of the so-called Six 
Wise Men who advise the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
had completed a computer 
analysis of the Ulan schemes 
and had concluded they were a 
legitimate business gamble. A 
copy of the report is believed to 
have gone to the Prime Minis- 
ter’s office. 

The first Titan venture was 
banned by the High Court last 
year, and'lost an appeal to the 
Court of Appeal, after the De- 
partment of Trade and lndus- 
tiy successfully applied to have 
th'c scheme wound down. One 
judge described such ventures 

as'Semicious". 

The DTI argued that such a 
business, which has no product 
and relics on investors involv- 
ing family and friends to recoup 
jhjjir payments, are doomed to 

They also claim that between 
them thousands of investors 
hist millions of pounds in the 
money venture - though Titan 
«y the losses only occurred be- 
cause of the DTI's legal action. 


The news that Titan, which 
involves investors paying in up 
to £3,000, and then receiving 
commission for each new in- 
vestor they introduce directly or 
indirectly, is to start trading 
again will dismay those who had 
their fingers burnt before the 
court action. 


scheme was worth gamoie 

One told The Independent. “It 
is a rip-off and I’m afraid that 
some people fall for it" 

However, Mr Reece, who 
brought the idea over from 
Holland after it originally start* 
cd in Germany, said the the no- 
tion that such a scheme was 
bound to fail as it ran out of in- 
vestors was "absolute bullshit . 

He said- “Getting a venture 
like this started is like flying an 
aeroplane. You take-off on fim- 
throttle but then you settle 
down to cruise. We can prove 
that the market will not 
saturate.” 


The organisers have now 
added in an investment dement, 
where some of the cash in in- 
vested in high-risk shares in the 
United States. 

Mr Reece, whose organisa- 
tion has already spent £l.7m in 
legal fees, said that supporters 
included the backbench 
Conservative MP Sir Michael 
GiyUs. Titan intended to take 
its case to the House of Lords 
and to the European Court of 
Justice if necessary. 

Mr Reece said: “We would 
prefer to sit down and talk 
about the need for regulation, 
but if need be we will fight and 
we will win. This is a pioneer- 
ing business. The DTI are go- 
ing to lose this one." 

However, at the end of Jan- 
uary the new Trading Schemes 
Act becomes law, which will fur- 
ther restrict the way many net- 
work marketing systems can 
operate. It will also ban those 
schemes based solely on mon- 
ey-circulation which currently 
fall outside the scope of the Fair 
Hading Act. 

Critics say the new act, in- 
troduced by the former minis- 
ter Sir Nicholas Scott, is opaque 
and will effectively criminalise 
300,000 people currently in- 
volved in legitimate network 
marketing. 

Titan's lawyers say they will 
be seeking to make the Act non- 
applicable because it contra- 
venes European Union law. 

But a DTI spokesman said it 
was designed to protect the 
public from the “get rich quick 
schemes” which had increased 
in number in recent years. 


Antibiotic claim 
gives hope to 
Gulf veterans 


Ian Burrell 


Scientists from the US Army are 
inv estigating rhmw tha t the ill- 
nesses of Golf war veterans are 
caused by bacteria in the blood 
and can be cured by antibiotics. 
GarthNkolson, a molecular bi- 
ologist spetiaBstng in cancer re- 
search, claims to have- 
successfully treated 55 oat of 73 
veterans with a six-week course 
of treatment. 

Last week, after pressure by 
American politicians, the US 
Army agreed to study the re- 
search, which could mark a 
breakthrough in treating thou- 
sands of American and British 
veterans. 

Dr Nfcolson, who was head 
of cancer research at the Uni- 
versity oflhxas, defected micro- 
organisms called mycoplasma 
which were leaving the veterans 
with breathing difficul ties, mns- 
de weakness, depression and 
other symptoms. 

Ufa findings would w pluin 
why many veterans appear to 
have passed on symptoms to 
members of their families. 

Dr Nicolson, who did the 
work vrith his wife, Nancy, con- 
cluded that the bacteria were 
not caught in the desert bat 
were passed to the troops via 

chemicals they were exposed ta 

In a research paper he wrote: 
“We consider the most likely 
sources of potential chronic 
infectious agents to be the vac- 
cines and 
fcal weapons.* 

He believes that the virulent 
mycoplasma had been geneti- 
cally altered for use in biolog- 
ical weapons. 

Last week Major-General 


Leslie Burgee, commander of 
the Walter Reed Army Medical 
Cento; said government and in- 
dependent scientists would be 
brought together next month to 
determine bow to study Dr 
Nicolson’s research. 

Lany Cammock, treasurer of 
the British Gulf Veterans As- 
sociation, said: “It is about tbe 
most interesting conclusion 
that we have had... Maybe this 
will open the doors for long- 
term treatment for tbe lads.” 

Dr Nicolson said be (bond a 
genetically altered version of 
mycoplasma in tbe blood of half 
the several hundred sick vet- 
erans be has tested. Although 
mycoplasma infections are 

M urnn wi and uanal^y haiign. Dr 

Nicolson said he had detected 
a particularly virulent strain. 

The Nkolsons said they had 

successfbDy treated many of the 
veterans by giving them a 
coarse of doxy cy dine antibi- 
otics. Dr Nicolson, who left the 
University of Texas to set up and 
become director of the non-prof- 
it-makmg Institute for Molec- 
ular Medicine in Irvine,. 
California, has dashed with the 
Pentagon over rim controversial 
coarse of his research. 

Last week Donna Boltz, a 
Pentagon spokeswoman, was 
quick to want that the govern- 
ment had not agreed to fund 
medical research into my- 
coplasma and veterans. 

But Dr Nicolson’s cause has 
been taken up by Congressman 
Norm Dkks, of Washington 
state, whose intervention led to 
last week's development. 

Mr Dicks said: “We owe it to 
the people who are still ill ... to 
look at this more thoroughly.” 
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Reared under a Tory rule, the Big Mac 

generation takes a taste of polling power 


Michael Streeter 

gauges the mood 
of Britain’s 
first-time voters 

They arc the Big Muc Generation - 
voting people who grew up knowing 
life only under the Conservatives. 
When they were horn in the late- 
Seventies, the ubiquitous Big Mac had 
just started to appear on British high 
streets Today, perhaps instead of gel- 
ling an engineering apprenticeship, 
school-leavers arc as likely as not to 
find work serving burgers.' 

Last October, The Independent 
■visited n group of voters in Redditch, 
the west Midlands home of so- 
called Mondco man, to monitor 
how the voters* views changed with 
the political currents. 

Last week wc returned to Red- 
ditch. this time to speak to a cross- 
section of young people able - but 
not necessary willing -to vote for the 
first time in next year's general elec- 
tion. We shall visit them again as the 
election looms closer to see if their 
views change. 

Rachel Putt is typical of many 
young voters. Her opinion of polit- 
ical parties and of Westminster prac- 
tices can be neatly summed up in one 
brief expression: a plague on all their 
houses. 

“I think politicians should stop 
arguing and try to agree more and 
offer something together," she said. 
“It's the bickering that puts me off, 
I mean, what is the point of it?" 

As an 18-year-old taking business 
studies at North East Worcestershire 
College (New College) her main con- 
cern is understandably education and- 
how to make ends meet next year. 
“[Al 18] you get all the help you 'need 
but when you're 19 you don't get 
much assistance from the Govern- 
ment and next year’s going to be 
much harder." she said. 

But this is where the link between 
issues and policies is broken for many 
of the first-timers; many do not 
know know who stands for what or 
what the different policies might be. 

Sam McMahon. 20, a university 
student in Redditch for the Christ- 
mas holidays, is blunt about his cyn- 
icism. “I think whichever party gets 
in. nothing will change that much for 
the better." He added: “I’m not even 
sure if HI vote.” 

The move towards abstention, in 
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Sarah Cox: ‘Doubtful if 

New Labour will deliver 1 

Facing the future: The slogan which helped the Tories to power in 1979; and a McDonald’s manager, Ian Wright, surrounded by 







Tim Halmshaw: Blair is 
akin to ‘a salesman' 

of a generation which knows no other government Photographs: Gavin Fogg 


some cases as a deliberate protest 
vote, in others as a sign of indiffer- 
ence, seems a powerful one. 

Andrew Dawes, 19, an A-Ievel stu- 
dent al Arrow We High School, typ- 
ifies the view. “1 think 1 will make a 
deliberate choice not to vote - 1 do 
not think the parties offer me any- 
thing." The Conservatives he regards 
as “pretty disgusting", a party that 
likes to make moral postures but 
“docs not have a leg to stand on". 

Nor is there much warmth for 
Tony Blair’s New Labour. “Blair is 
too much like a Conservative, it’s all 
just propaganda." But if Andrew did 
vote it would be for Labour. 

This reluctant support for Tony 


Blair is quite widespread and may 
represent a real worry for his party. 

ian Wright, 19, a floor manager at 
McDonald’s in die town, has little 
time for Mr Blair. “He’s too smarmy 
isn't he?" This was not last reference 
to the S-word among our group. 

Tim Halmshaw, IS, also from 
Arrow Vale, said: ‘Ibny Blair seems 
to be full of ideas, but ... he seems 
to be saying anything he can to get 
in." Mr Blair was, said Tim, akin to 
a “salesman”. 

His fellow pupil Sarah Cox, 18 on 
Boxing Day. is also doubtful. “New 
Labour seem to have a lot of ideas, 
but whether they will follow them 
through is another thing.” 


John Major generally fared bet- 
ter than Ibny Blair, and better than 
the Ibry Party in general. Robert 
Bishop, 19, a student reading com- 
bined studies, thought him “like- 
able”. Alice Melvin, 21, who works 
at the town’s ABC cinema, thought 
him “quite nice, a decent bloke”. 

However, a significant minojity 
concurred with Iain Farquhar’sview 
of the Prime Minister, lain, 18 in Feb- 
ruary, said: Tm not that keen on 
Major, he doem’t seem to haw much 
of a personality at alL” 

Apart from education, few isaes 
dominate the i magina tion of the fast- 
time voters. Europe, the issue that 
excites so much national debate, 


was barely raised as an influence on 
bow people would vote. However, for 
those who did mention Europe and 
the single currency there was an un- 
derlying euroscepticism - with a 
small ‘e’. 

Adam Browne, 18, another pupil 
at Arrow Vale, has not made up his 
mind whether, or for whom, to vote, 
but he is sure of ths mind on Europe. 
*T do not want a single currency,” he 
said. “I think it would be bad for the 
country.” 

However, there is a general ac- 
ceptance of, and in some cases sup- 
port for. closer European ties. 
Michelle Oldfield, 18, from Arrow 
- Able, said: “1 think we are going to 


integrate more with. Europe, so we 
are not left behind.” 

Some of Thelndependeni’s. group, 
though in the minority, had decid- 
ed which way they would vote. 

Richard Walker, 19, a bartender, 
said he would almost certain^ be vot- 
ing Labour. “1 think it’s time for a 
change,” be said. Tony Blair’s lead- 
ership was a factor in his views. . 

Bid, of those who had made up 
their minds, most veered towar d s the 
status quo. 

Luke Davis, 18, a student at NEW 
College; ..said: “With Labour we 
would begging into the realms of the 
unknown.” Tim Halmshaw said the 
Gocsentftives wo iB ch fa o get his vote. 


“They have not done anything 
particularly wrong.” 

Fellow pupil Michelle felt the 
economywas an important factor in 
the Tories winning her support. 
“Unemployment is falling and things 
seem to be going all right.” 

One crumb of comfort for Labour 
may be thai only one out of our sam- 
ple had any passed-down notion of 
.what the last Labour Government 
had been like; even if that one was 
-far from flattering. 

“The idea of a Labour Govern- 
ment doesn’t frighten me," said fan 
WrighL “But from what I know, they 
were not very good at handling the 
economy, were they?” 
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Buy Now, Pay June 97 


REGATTA £79" £39 

Table with galvanised steel base and 
edging and blue painted top 


31“ Dec 
New 
Lower 
Prices 









habitat sale 

NOW ON 

For store details call 0645 334433 (local call) anytime 
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, -hnnt the Dower and respgg si^Big of our keeps the ear snperglued to the road- Volvo dealer and test drive the new S40. 

We could teu you about tne p« . But it’s just words, words, words. And yon want action, action, Slide into the seaL Put your hands on the wheel Turn on the 


16-valve aluminium engine. 


ignition. Depress the clutch. Select first And go. 


don't jost sit there. Mato yonr way post haste to your nearest Jsst one thing. Bring it baek. THE HEW S40. UNDERNEATH IT’S A VOIVO 
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China’s new 
gamblers 
discover it’s 


easier to 


speculate 

than 


accumulate 


Teresa Poole 

Peking 


Ii had bcL'D a good day for Uan 
Hungying. despite the collaps- 
ing stock market. At the Huax- 
ia share-trading company in 
central Peking she had netted 
600 yuan (£50) profit by selling 
some shares in a quoted Chi- 
nese depanment-siorc compa- 
ny. That was about as much as 
a'week's salary in her old job in 
a foreign bank, which she gave 
up last year to have more time 
to play the financial markets. “I 
just love it.** she said. 

“My husband and his friend 
went into the market in 1994, 


and they persuaded me to join 
in. Now my whole family fives 


in. Now my whole family fives 
on it. 1 do quite well - all my 
husband's friends praise me." 

Ms Lian, 36. spends most 
days at the broking house, and 
other punters packed into the 
smoke-filled room had pointed 
her out as a successful investor. 

This has been a nerve-testing 
month for China's 21 million 
stockmarkel investors; a jet-pro- 
pelled bull run followed by a 
warning in the Communist 
mouthpiece, the People ‘s Daily , 
that shares had reached “ab- 
normal and irrationaT levels. 
That sent prices into free-fall, 


burning the pockets of millions 
of new investors. The People's 
Daily seemed almost gleeful at 
the dramas. “Stockmarketsare 
extremely risky, but in the past 
few months not a few people 
forgot this point," said a front- 
page commentary after the gov- 
ernment’s warnings. 

As a result of the commen- 
tary, the paper boasted, “many 
people have observed the mar- 
ket changes and seen many 
things revealed and gained an 
even deeper understanding of 
the market". The editorial did 
not take credit for the sharp 
drop in prices, however. The de- 
cline was due to a lack of buy- 
ing interest, it said. 

At Huaxia. government at- 
tempts to cool the speculation 
had not dimmed the enthusiasm 
this week, although prices col- 
lapsed by almost a third after 
the People 's Daily article. Chen 
Guang, 28, a businessman, said: 
“Night and day T think about 
trading shares, much more than 
I think about my girlfriend. 
When I make a correct decision, 
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Rush to Invest: But what goes up sometimes come down with a bang, as millions of novice stockmarket speculators discovered to their cost this month 


Photograph: Reuters 


the happiness I feel is un- 
speakable". In July he made a 
£3,000 profit selling shares in the 
Shanghai-quoted Cheng Huang 
Miao commercial centre. 

Mr Xu. 54, a retired truck dri- 


ver, was playing for smaller 
stakes. “My pension is not high, 
so this is the only way to make 
extra money. So four of us re- 
tired old men put our money to- 
gether and come here in turn. 
One of our group is very clever, 
he used to be a cadre in the 
trade ministry." 

Mrs Cai said her 24-year-old 
son had given up his previous 
job. “At first he lost money, but 
now be can support himself 


from share-trading, and even 
buys things for me.” 

China started its stockmarket 
experiment in 1990, opening 
bourses in Shanghai and Shen- 
zhen. This year investors have 
jumped from 12 millio n to 21 


million, mostly concentrated 
in big cities. The Shanghai Se- 
curities News is printed at 25 
sites and often sells its 300,000 
copies fry breakfast. 

With the growing number of 


ited number of shares, prices 
soared. By the time the gov- 
ernment decided to cool the 
speculation, the Shenzhen mar- 
ket had more than quadrupled 
since the beginning of 1996, and 
Shanghai more than doubled. 

Most of this year's nine mil- 
lion new investors had. until a 
few weeks ago, only experi- 
enced a rising market D' Qian, 
spokeswoman for the Shanghai 


Stock Exchange, said: “Those 
newcomers are not so dear 
about the risk. At the beginning 
they only see profit-making by 
their neighbours, so they just 
rush into the market and put 
their savings in quite high-risk 
stocks." 

The People's Daily aitide 
had been published, she said, 
just before prices “wient mad". 

Chinese investors have to 
buy local-airrency-denominat- 


ed “A" shares, while foreign in- 
vested buy fbragn-<mireiK^^ 
nominated “B” shares. In 


November, the cheaper **B” 
share markets also rocketed — 
doubting in a month -as Chi- 
nese investors piled in, believ- 
ing the authorities were turning 
a blind eye. The system had re- 
laxed, to the stage where flour- 


or a Hong Kong £D 
t was enough to trade 


on a “B" share account in Shen- 
zhen. The rules have now. been 
tightened again. 

China says it remains com- 
mitted to the expansion of the 
stockmarkets. But market reg- 
ulators have set a deadline of 
1 January for China's broker- 
age to start doing more to teach 
their clients that markets have 
bears as Well- as bulls - just in 
case the past, weeks have not 
pressed that message Home. 
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A Rolls by any other name brings sweet success 
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Roaring into the centre of town the other 
day on my Honda Superhawk motorcycle, 
i realised that I was travelling behind a 
Rolls-Royce bearing a silver label stating 
that the car was called “Full Success”. 

There is nothing surprising about trav- 
elling behind a Rolls-Royce; Hong Kong has 
more of these care, on a per capita bass, than 
anywhere. However the name, appearing 
where 1 expected to see “Silver Spirit", was 
unusual. The British car company seemed 
to he making a spedal accommodation for 
the Hong Kong market - where it is prac- 
tically impossible to sell anything without 
suggesting that U wfll bring success and pres- 
tige to the prospective customer. 


Checking with Spencer Lam, the general 
sales manager for Rolls-Royce, I discovered 
that the owner had indeed chosen the 
name- “You’re so lucky to see that car” Mr 
Lam told me, “it’s very special”. Apparently 
Rolls-Royce customers are given whatever 
they ask for on their cars. 

As Christmas time is the season of 
commerce in Hong Kong, barely sullied by 
religion, I freely offer this piece of intelli- 
gence to the Rolls-Royce marketing de- 
partment They should note that the lucky’ 
owner is definitely onto something which 
could help shift even more Rolls-Royces. 

I know this because a friend of mine spent 
some time as an advertising copywriter and 


HONG KONG DAYS 


found himself putting together an advert for 
a luxurious German car. The manufactur- 
ers were very proud of its technological in- 
novations and its many engineering 
triumphs and insisted that these featured 
prominently in the advertisement 
“You can’t sell a car on tbs basis in Hong 
Kong”, objected my friend. “Why? This is 
very successful in German/’, said his 
client. As the client is always right, an ad- 
vertisement was duly produced highlight- 
ing the technological wonders of the new 


model, saying nothing about the immense 
prestige it would bestow on its owner. Sales 
immediately plummeted. 

Hong Kong oistomere want to be told that 
if you spend a lot of money you will gain a 
lot efface, and they like to be reassured that 
the purchase will somehow put them at an 
advantage. One expensive brand of cognac 
is exclusively marketed in Hong Kong on 
stoiy lines which show that the wily cognac 
drinker is always able to put one over on his 
hapless foreign business partner. 


Most consumer products are sold on the 
basis of prestige. A brand of shirts promisr 
es executive success; a Japanese car offers 
the prospect of driving its purchaser to un- 
told riches on the stock market; an apart- 
ment in a new block lets purchasers “toweri* 
over their business rivals, and so on. 

Hong Kong is often described as a 
money-mad, success-driven society. like 
marry generalisations, this one contains an 
element of feet No wonder that makers of 

Af U Smstoas time sales of designer- 
watches, up-market brandies and other 
quality products are remarkable. 

The point about these goods is that they 


are bought because they are expensive. How 
else can an average wannabe tycoon show 
that he has already made it? Only the 
seriously rich can afford to relax; they have 
pothing’to prove. Some are even sr^n wear- 
ing Ja^nese watches. Those wanting to join 
their ranks have to be given face by show- 
ing they are in the big league in terms of 
spending power. 

As for me, Tm thinking of applying to 
Honda to see if they would agree to the re- 
naming of my motorcycle as “Moderate 
Success”, instead of “Superhawk”. We all 
have to start somewhere: 
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With up to 


£6,000 cashback, 
you needn’t 
give up anything 

for ’97. 


This New Year avoid the 


usual belt tightening. Move 
your mortgage to TSB and we y ll 
giv e you up to £6,000 cashback. 
That should take care of some 


MORTGAGE 

CHALLENGE 


bills and leave you with enough 
left over to hit the sales. So take 
up the challenge now t call TSB 
PhoneBank free on the number 
below for a quotation. 


CALL FREE 

Quoting ref INR1 


0500 758 OOO 


Mortgage Quotation Line 
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TQUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT 
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Royal Scot 

Near King’s Cross & Euston 
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AA/RAC*** 


{fftV Charing Cross 
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jflVh Kensington Palace 
Minutes form Ken. High St. 


Minutes fojm Ken. High St. 
& Knightsbridge 
A THISTLE HOTEL 


0171 9378121 
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The Grosvenor 
Victoria & Buckingham Palace 


0171 8349494 
AAhrtrk* 


A THISTLE HOTEL 


4|| Mount Royal 

tSr Overlooking Oxforc 


Overlooking Oxford Street 

ATHISTL8 HOTEL 


0171 629 8040 

AA/RAC**** 


Jh Royal Horseguards 0171 839 3400 
^pr Gose to Trafalgar Square, AA/RAC iririrk 
Whitehall and the Houses of Parliament 


A THISTLE HOTEL 



Ask your^ Travel Agent w book Uireugh Highfift on 0800 7M 400 
Ireland 01232 illQOO) ar call the hoed of your choice. 
Please quote reference IN3012 
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phone, hotel phone; or even a friend's today!. 
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near for hostage crisis 


Persian guerillas agree to 
leave esidence amid reports of 
US rad. Phil Davision reports 


The Pemvia government and 
Hipac Axnat guerrillas holding 
83 VIP hedges in the besieg- 
ed Japanes ambassador’s res- 
idence apfared to be moving 
towards a un-viotent end to the 
two- week-id crisis yesterday. 

After rearing a further 20 
hostages a Saturday night, in- 
cluding vo foreign ambas- 
sadors ad 10 Japanese busi- 
nessmen. the guerrillas said 
that thejwere willing to leave 
the redence peacefully 
“througjdialogue”. 

They aade no mention of 
their envhile key demand for 
the relex of hundreds of jailed 
comrack, something President 
Albertonijimori has said is out 
of the aestian. ~ 

In a tlephone call from Eu- 
rope tcReuters News Agency 
in Linn Tupac Amaru spokes- 
man Isac Velazco spoke yes- 
terday! “an intermediate solu- 
tion" vrich did not have to in- 
dude le release of all Tupac 
Amar prisoners. 

Gornlla leader Nestor Cer- 
pa’s^is said to be among the 
priso^is. serving a life term on 
terrefsm charges. 

Oi the government side, 
chiefcegotiator Domingo Pal- 
erui Peru’s Education Mznis- 
tei^ivho met Cerpa in the 
besjged residence for the first 
timon Saturday, said there had 
bee ‘'advances towards a so- 
latia of this crisis". 

Ie was commenting sped- 
fkriy on the release of the 20 
hoiages, which left the rebels 
wit 83 captives from the orig- 
in! 500-phis they took when 
thy stormed a diplomatic cock- 
ta party on 17 December. 

rhe 20 or so guerrillas appear 
tebe pruning their captives to 
a manageable number, per- 


haps one or two busloads, with 
a view to leaving the buOdiag for 
Lima airport and on to a jun- 
gle hideout or perhaps exue in 
a country such as Cuba. 

The guerrillas stiD hold those 
they consider their most valu- 
able hostages - Peru's Foreign 
Minister, Francisco Tudeia, se- 
nior police and miiltaxy officers. 
Supreme Court judges, con- 
gressmen and Mr BijhnorTs 
brother, Pedro. 

sitionsontoffis^e^D^^^ 11 
reports that US SWAT assaifit 
team experts wete advising 
their Peruvian counterparts on 
how a hostage-freeing raid 
might work. 

Americans were also report- 
ed to be anatysmgeomersatioas 
within the ambassador’s resi- 
dence, picked up by sensitive 
bugging devices outside. 

President Fujimori has taken 
a tough Kne publicly but he is 
said by diplomats to be making 
concessions in the talks involv- 
ing Mr Palermo. 

The key mediator appears to 
be Peruvian Bishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani, from the dty of Ay- 
acucbo, who has been visiting 
the besieged building everyday 
since Christmas and appears to 
have defused the threat of a vi- 
olent denouement. 

In a communique read by a 
released hostage on Satraday 
night, the guerrillas criticised 
politicians and the media for 
billing their group as “a tenor- 
ist and genoridal band, which is 
absolutely false”. 

“Looking at the situation in 
the jails and the drama that the 

famiTies of iwir imprkortfid mnv 

rades have lived through, we 
think it will be understood that 
our petition should be heeded, 



LSierated: Ahmad Mokhtar (right), the Malaysian ambassador to Peru, with his wife after his release by guerrillas on Saturday Photograph: Reuters 


and over time allow the 
achievement of an inte- 
gral, lasting peace,” the 
statement said. - 
That refected earlier 
comments by Cerpa that 
Tupac Amaru wants to 


lay down its arms under 
an amnesty deal and then 
integrate itself into Peru- 
vian politics as a populist 
party in support of the 
poor. 

Many Peruvian intel- 


lectuals say that the 
Christmas hostage crisis 
was an accident waiting to 
happen. As in Mexico and 
other Latin American 
countries, emphasis on 
free market economic 


policies has brought in- 
vestment but has widened 
the gap between rich and 
poor. 

This explained the rise 
of the Zapatista guerrillas 
and the People's Revolu- 


tionary Army (EPR) in 
Mexico m the last three 
years, the intellectuals 
claim. 

Government attempts 
to mobilise Peruvians in 
antWIbpac Amaru march- 


es brought only a few 
thousand out on to the 
streets, while the majori- 
ty of Peru’s poor express 
sympathy with the guer- 
rillas' goals, if not their 
methods. 


Cabbage 
Patch dol 
‘eats’ 
girls’ hail 


Greenville. South Carolii 
(AP)- In the thin! such iockk 
since Christmas, a little gir 
hair got caught in the mouth 
a battery-powered doll th 
mimics eating. Three -ye ar-o 
Curly Mize was left partly ba 
on Thursday when her hair w 
snagged by her doll and pulh 
out of her scalp. 

The girl's mother, Tlimn 
Mize of Easley, South Coro 
na. said: “When 1 picked Ca 
ly up, the doll was attached 
the back of her head." 

The Cabbage Patch Snat 
Time Kid doll, which is su] 
posed to “cal" plastic chips ar 
other fake food, has no on-o 
switch, and Mrs Mize said sf 
iricd to prise the doll oft Ca 
ly’s head with no success. 

“It kept rolling her hair insic 
the head,” she said. “It pulle 
her hair from the root. “She 
completely bald all the wa 
down the back of her head." 

In another incident, a doll tx 
longing to 7-ycar-old Sara 
Stevens of Griffith, Indian; 
had to be taken apart when 
chewed its way up her hair t 
her scalp. Sarah's aunt, Kell 
Nagy, look 3(1 minutes to fre 
the little girl’s hair. 



Snack time: Hie hair-eating 
Cabbage Patch doll 


significant shorts 


apologises for 
Spy 5 sub 


continue the protests until the 
end of January. ^4P - Seoul XLAJTU WtSIKfcr 


than mark* 


in its first official apol 
fyer tp its southern 

Kor$aexpressed “deep 
bve!r sending aapy ■■ 

' :e into South Korea 
n September, whidi triggered 
i deady manhunL.In a two- 
enterae apology the 
romminist state also 
iromis4d to prevent similar 
: acidens from recurring. The 
i pologywas seen as a major 
4oncessau by North Korea, 
Which rtjards the Seoul 
govenmnu as a US puppet 
AP- Seal 


Chechnya daim denounced 


3ST pull-out 


The last Rnsaap.-combal putt - 
witfidrew fromCheclmya T ; 
under a peace deal between 
Moscow and separatist 
leaders, Itar-lkss news agency 
said. It quoted Russia’s 
security chief Ivan Rybkin as 
saying that only logistics and 
transport units would remain 
in Chechnya pending a final 
pullout next month. Reuter - 
Moscow 


Islamists held 


Strifes spread in Egypt 
mSKorea 


On the foirth day of South 
Korea’s Lrgest labour protest 
ever, 20,00 workers vowed to 
fight Pradent KimYoimg- 
sam’s goernment, saying it 
tbreatend their jobs. About 
373,000 workers have joined 
the strike at 700 work rites, 
union leriers said. Car and 
shrpbuiLing industries were 
hardest ift. 

Uokv leaders vowed to 


Egyptian police arrested 200 
members of a new Islamic 
militan t group that 
authorities allege is funded 
by the banned but influential 
Muslim Brotherhood. Al- 
Ahram newspaper said police 
made a “swift crackdown" on 
the “Kotbioun", named after 
Sayed Kotb, a Brotherhood 
leader executed in 1966 for 
attempting to overthrow 
then-President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser. AP - Cairo 


The German Finance 
Minister Theo Waigcl and - 

R^rich^>hl-i^fehduhceff an 
opposition leader who 
predicted the euro would be 
weaker than the German 
mark. Gerhard Schroeder, 
premier of Lower Saxony and 
a chancellor candidate for 
the opposition Social 
Democrats, said that 
“naturally the euro will be 
weaker than the marie”. 
Reuter— Bona 


Tung chooses 
top official 

Hong Kong’s leader- 
designate, Tong Chee-hwa, 
moved closer to forming his 
post-colonial administration 
at the weekend with the 
appointment of the territory’s 
popular top civil servant 
Anson Chan. Mr Tung said 
that he would meet all 
principal officials of the 
existing government starting 
from today. Reuter - Bong 
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BEAT THEM WITH 
AN EBAC AND SAVE UP TO £50 

Water on sills, mould, mildew, peeling wallpaper and damp are all signs of 
condensation problems; problems that can be controlled with an Ebac 
dehumidifier. Quiet, neat and economical to run, an Ebac Homedry has the 
power to pull up to 12 pints of excess moisture out of a home every day. 

With £20 off the Homedry 440 and up to £50 off the Homedry 870 models 
during January, you won't find a better time to buy, or a better solution to 
condensation. So call in at your local stockist today. 


V 


Ebac 


Europe's best selling Dehumidifiers 

Available from: Allders, Apollo 2000, Argos, Currys, Dickens, Electricity Plus, Euronics, Homebase, FOP a brochure or further information: 
House of Fraser stores, Jersey Electricity, John Lewis Partnership, Manx Electricity Authority, Miller IKIOOD CflOCIM 

Bros., Norweb, Northern Electric, Northern Ireland Electricity, Selected Powerhouse Stores, IGlGpElOllG II I «00 DUAOUA 
Seeboard, Scottish Power Lifestyle Plus, Selected Co-ops, State of Guernsey Bectririty, Tempo or Email U5 on: tm@ebac.CO.uk 

Electrical and Computer Superstores and all good electrical retailers. 

Ebac Limited, Bishop Auckland. Co Durham DLT4 9AL 

Discounts arc off manufacturers suggested retail prices. All offere subject to availability from participating stores. 
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Tibetan activists set off Lhasa boriib 


sresa Poole 

iking 

large bomb has exploded in cen- 
al Uwsa, the most serious sabotage 
tempi this year in Tibet by anti-Chi- 
:se activists. 

The blast occurred early on 
hristmas Day, but details only 
nerged at tbe weekend. 

The device was placed at the 
ont of the Lhasa metropolitan dis- 
ict government offices, in the mid- 
Ic of the city. Windows were 
tattered up to 100 yards away, and 


two hotels opposite the blast were 
damaged. According to the London- 
based Tibet Information Network 
(TIN), five people were injured, in- 
cluding two nightwatchmen at the 
government offices and shop-keep- 
ers living nearby. 

The size of the explosion, at 
130am, has made it impossible for 
the Chinese authorities to ignore or 
to deny, 

A broadcast on the official Tibet 
Radio station described the blast as 
‘'yet another counter-revolutionary 
bombing staged by the Dalai clique 


in Lhasa dly” and called it fan ap- 
palling act of terrorism". 

The Tibetan .exiled spiritual 
leader, the Dalai Lama, has always 
areued against the use of violence m 
Tibet’s struggle against the Chi- 
nese, but tinss the third bomb to go 
off in Lhasa this year, and by far the 
biggest. A government official told 
Reuters; Tt was a' huge explosion 
that could be heard a long way off." 

As 1996 draws to a close, Chinese 
repression and control in Tibet is at 
its most severe for yearn, with monks 
being expelled from monasteries or 


arrested as part of a political “re-ed- 
ucation" campaign. The harshness of 
the Chinese authorities’ approach to 
Tibet was again illustrated at the 
weekend when news emerged of an 
long prison sentence imposed on a 
30-year-old exiled Tibetan musicol- 
ogist, a former Fulbright scholar in 
the US, who was arrested while mak- 
ing an unauthorised film about folk 
music and dance in Tibet. 

Ngawang Choephei, who left Ti- 
bet when he was a child, was arrested'' 
in September 1995 about two 
months after arriving in Tibet. He has 


been sentenced to 18 years for al- 

- dearly fafemring the United States 

- of. funding Mm and providing 
equipment return for iafeamatiOTu 


dersmee 1989, when two monks were 


An official radio broadcast said 
that Ngawang Gitiepkel entered 
Tibet “to any out his activities un- 
der the pretext of collecting infor- 
mation on folk songs and dances in' 


Tibet ... in an attempt to provide the 
information gathered to the' Dalai 
efique’s govcrmnent-in-exOc .and to 
an organisation of a certain foreign 
epunfiy”. 

r\: ft said that he had confessed to the 
crimes, but gave no details. In con- 
trast, Westerners who travelled with 
, themuaootog^ foTIbets^hewas^ 
gexuohely involved in filmin g dance 
and music, and amdou£ to avoid any- 
thing political, said TIN. 

The length of the sentenoe may be 
' meant as a wamingto other Tibetan 
" exiles who visit Tibet : 



If a Tibetan erik. 

der Chinese imm 
dureshedoessoasa 
and thus loses any ~ 
his country of resit 
Ngawang Choep 
travel documents but 
a foreign passport 
In Washington the 
mem spokesman, Jo 
the US was “quite” 
the sentence. Ngawaui v^noepni 
studied ethnomusicolcy at Mit 


Capturing nature's pulse in the Pacific heart of a mangrove forest 




Belgrade— Serbian 
lice blocked a march b$0,D0Q 
people in Belgrade yest 
the 42nd day running 
democracy demonstration The 
protest column was into 
after it poured into the 
capitals main pedestria|mall 
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Global vision: This natural shape is the result of a forest drying out near Voh village. New Caledonia, in the Pacific. The photo is part of a project, under Unesco patronage, to be completed by the year 2000 
and sponsored by Fujrfilm. It will be an ‘Inventory’ of the planet in the form of aerial shots, intended to lead to a better understanding of its ecological evolution Photograph: Vann Arthus-Bertrand/Fujifilm 


Chateau sale 
sows grapes 
of wrath 


Former murder capital of US rocked by 
the lowest killing count in 20 years 


Mary Dejevsky 

Paris 

With the season of good cheer 
in Franco well underway, some 
very uasoasonai writs arc flying 
around ct incoming the future of 
Chateau cTYqueiu. a Sautemcs 
lauded by connoisseurs as one 
i»l the consistently finest dessert 
wines made. 

This quintessential!)* French 
quarrel was prompted by the an- 
nouncement last month that the 
chateau and its vineyards were 
to be sold to the international 
luxury goods concern. Louis 
Yuitton Mod Henncssy 
tLVMHl. When the first writ 
was issued on Christmas Eve - 
Imm one brother to another - 
the ulfair started to assume 
the dimensions of a family feud 
that could last for genera l ioas. 

The two sides then started to 
air their passionate arguments 
for public delectation, and it be- 
came clear that the new year 
could offer a graphic ease study 
in what happens when exclusive 
and traditional French compa- 
mes meet modern internation- 
al oimmcree. Despite stiff 
rearguard resbiance from matt)’ 
of the French families con- 
cerned. this is a dash that will 
onh become more frequent. 

It was on 2S Nm-ember that 
the public first heard the news: 
Chateau d'Yquem, owned by 
the arisincrjiic Liir-Sa luces 
family since 1785 and part- 
•wncil by them for the previous 
21 >0 years, had been sold to the 
giant LVMH croup. The re- 
puted price paid by LVMH lor 
the controlling stake was 500m 
French francs j£59m). 

Reaction to the .sale was 
mixed: lrom a resigned “that's 
the only way to survive in this 
day and age” to profound regret 
and even'anger that no vital a 
purl of France hud been be- 
trayed to foreigners. 

Almost immcdiaiclv, how- 


ever, the sale was contested 
from inside the family. The 
older brother. Marquis Eugene 
de Lur-Saluces, who as well as 
heading the company is said to 
have masterminded the sale, 
was challenged by his younger 
brother, the Count Alexandre 
de Lur-Saluccs, who has man- 
aged the chateau for the past 28 
years. 

While acknowledging that 
he was a minority shareholder. 
Count Alexandre said that a 
clause written imo the com- 
pany’s statute when he became 
manager prohibited any change 
of ownership without his ap- 
proval - and he did not approve. 
This is the sense of the writ he 
issued last week. 

The marquis insisted that 
the family had no choice but sell 
if Chateau d'Yquem was to 
survive. He claimed that a ma- 
jority of the family, accounting 
for 90 per cent of its shares, 
were on his side. 

The count argued that for the 
chateau to be controlled by an 
outside, international interest, 
was tantamount to betraying the 
family spirit and would jeopar- 
dise standards. For good mea- 
sure, he accused his brother of 
being “easily led". 

Neither the traditional char- : 
acter nor the standards of 
Chateau d'Yquem arc in 
doubt. The chateau is a classic 
fortified farm in the regional 
style, surrounded by 103 
hectares of vineyards in the 
heart of the Suutcrncs. south 
of Bordeaux. 

.All the grapes are selected 
and bund picked only by the 
most experienced and spe- 
cialised pickers. It is said that 
one vine produces only one glass 
of Chateau d'Yquem. In some 
years, no vintage is produced bc- 
cuusc quality is judged too low. 
The latest vintage to be re- 
leased. the 1990, is sold at more 
than FS00 a bottle. 


New York - Branded for years as the 
crime capital of the world, New York 
City was armed this weekend with fig- 
ures to show that things have changed. 
It recorded fewer murders in 1996 than 
in any year since 1968; the decline in 
the number of random murders by 
strangers, meanwhile, was especially 
dramatic. 

As of Saturday, the tally of murders 
in the city stood at 972 tor the year, 
less than half the record total of 2345 
murders committed in 1990; 1996 is set 
to be the least murderous year in New 
York City for almost two decades. 

Tbe end-of-year figures, released by 


David Usborne on the Big Apple's sudden rash of lawfulness 


the New York City Police Commis- 
sioner, Howard Safir, are especially 
striking, however, in highlighting the 
drop in random acts of murder. 

In 1996, 19 percent of murder vic- 
tims in the city were killed by strangers, 
compared to 37 per cent in 1993. Four- 
fifths of the murders, therefore, were 
committed by people who were ac- 
quainted with their victims. 

“The city is now safer in that, one, 
you are less likely to be murdered, and 
two, you are less likely to be attacked 


by a stranger," Mr Safir said. “It’s the 
kind of thing that people always talk 
about, that if you go to New York 
somebody’s going to come out of an 
alley and shoot you." 

There was evidence also of a drop 
in the number of guns on New York’s 
streets. Arrests for illegal possession 
of firearms were down by 20 per cent 
last year. Moreover, there were 21 per 
cent fewer shootings in the city and 20 
fewer victims of shootings, the police 
figures said. 


The statistics are good news for the 
city’s tourist industry. They are also 
a boost to the Mayor, Rudolph Giu- 
liani, who, in spite of being a Repub- 
lican in a heavily Democrat city, is 
reckoned to have an easy path to re- 
election next year largely because of 
the sudden drop in the city’s crime 
rates. 

The figures will also give more fuel 
to the debate about where credit is due 
for the reversal of New York’s crime 
problem. Although crime has been 


dropping all over tbe Unite! States, es- 
pecially in large cities, thj decline in 
New York has been especially marked 
and exceeds the national rerage- 

Contributing factors are ikely to in- 
clude the waning of th< crack-co- 
caine epidemic, an imp, iving city 
economy and national effo s to make 
guns less easily available. 

Mr Safir, however, attnTn :d the lat- 
est statistics to new pol icinj nrategjes 
in New York, in particuk a crack- 
down on quality-of-life aim ; like sub- 
way fare-dodging and unaiing ra 
public, that have also ditouraged 
criminals from carrying gud. 


Tension high as Hebron deal looms 


Eric Saver 

Hebron 

The black of the slogans, spray- 
painted in crude Arabic by 
Jewish settlers on the Cordoba 
Arab girls’ school, is still legi- 
ble through the Palestinian 
whitewash. “Arabs out!" reads 
one. “Death to the Arabs!" an- 
other. “Baruch Goldstein - 
may he blot out year name!" a 
third. 

Goldstein, an American-born 
settler, was beaten to death by 
angry worshippers nearly three 
years ago after massacring 29 
Muslims at prayer in what the 
Arabs revere as the Ibrahim 
Mosque and the Jews as the 
tomb of their Patriarchs. 

On the brink of an Israeli re- 
deployment in Hebron, the last 
West Bank city under occupa- 
tion, he remains a symbol for 
both communities - a heroic 
martyr to many of the 450 set- 
tlers. the ultimate oppressor to 
the 150,000 Palestinians. 

Under an agreement ex- 
pected to be sealed this week. 
Israel will hand over 85 percent 
of Hebron to Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestinian Authority. The Cor- 


doba school which draws its 205 
pupils Grom all over tbe city, will 
remain within the Jewish en- 
clave, under Israeli military 
rule, as will 15,000 Palestinian 
residents. 

A red. white, black and green 
Palestinian flag flies defiantly 
from the window of the head- 
mistress’s office on a rocky hill- 
side overlooking Beil Hadassah, 
the sealer stronghold five min- 
utes’ walk from the disputed 
burial site of Abraham, the 
common ancestor of Arab and 
Jew. The headmistress, Fityai 
Abu Haykal, is emphatic: her 
school will not move. 

“This school." she says, 
“belongs to the Palestinian 
Authority. It will continue to 
belong to the Palestinian Au- 
thority. The settle re curse our 
children, they beat them, they 
throw stones' at Ihem. But we 
have no choice but to stay." 

But will the parents contin- 
ue sending their daughters? 
“The authority has barred our 
pupils from transferring to 
other schools on the Palestin- 
ian side of town." Mrs Abu 
Haykal said. “They won't be ac- 
cepted. I brought three of my 
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Collared: Two Palestinians being marched off by an Israefi soldier in the centre of Hebron 
yesterday after firebombs were thrown at Israeli troops Photograph: AFP 


own children here, aged seven, 
13 and 14. All the parents I've 
talked lo say they will make the 
same sacrifice." 

Like many of the Palestinians 
who are standing their ground 
among the settlers, Mrs Abu 
Haykal does not see, perhaps 


does not want to see. 
redeployment as the last word. 

“I believe the final goal of the 
Oslo agreement is to end the 
occupation. Eventually, it will 
come to an end. We’ve waited 
30 years. Why not wait anoth- 
er five?" Below the Cordoba 


school, Arab labourers are 
building an extra storey on a 
settler veshtva seminary. In a 
nearby coffee shop, Yusuf 
Sharabati, a 70-year-old in a 
blade and white chequered ke- 
fiyek, says he is. angry with them, 
but can't bring himself to 


interfere. “They haveb live," 
he admitted, “and we lave no 
work for them". \ 

In the fruit and vdetable 
market between the wsAu and 
the mosque, Arab tradrs are 
worried that they mil soon 
haven a customers. “Busless is 
very bad already." I said 
Muhammad Rajabi. “lople 
are afraid to come to thnarca 
because of the police ail the 
settler* It will be worse afit the 
redeployment We shall hve to 
move." 1 

Up to 2,000 sympatikens 
came to reinforce tbe Helron 
settlers over the Sabbat hlbut 
most of them had left yestekay. 
The city was frozen in uiic’r- 
tainty. Arab youths lobMI a 
couple of ineffective pa-ol 
bombs at Israeli checkpoitL 

The Jews, like the Arabs ire 
still unconvinced that anyirng 
is going to change. “There i j’t 
going to be a withdrawal," < id 
Moshe Ben-Ztmra, a set ;r 
leader. 

Last night, the isrz li 
Defence Minister. Yiizl k 
Mordedaai, met Mr Arafatm 
Gaza in an attempt to resole 
the remaining problems befate 
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Tuning in 

by remote 
control 


Annus Horribilis, Annus Mikabilu 


Alan Yentob was the visible face of BBC 
moguMom. Then John Birt flicked the 
switch. By Thomas Sutcliffe 


A little over a year ago, Alan 
Yentob, then controller of 
BBC1, gave an interview to 
this newspaper. The occasion 
was the imminent arrival of 
the Christmas schedules, a scheduler's 
potential Waterloo, when a whole year of 
arcane manoeuvring and skirmishes by the 
television generals comes down to a single 
set-piece battle. 

Traditionally the BBC has played the 
pail of Wellington in these encounters, 
enjoying at this one time of the year an 
advantage which it often loses for the rest. 
Which may be why Yentob spoke of the 
occasion with particular relish. “It's one of 
the few occasions of the year”, he said, 
“when you could he getting people just sit- 
ting down watching your schedule quite 
consistently throughout the evening.'’ 

But it is also worth noting that the pos- 
sessive “your" refers not just to the BBC 
but to the controller himself, uniquely pos- 
sessed of a power to commission and 
arrange the programmes. For senior tele- 
vision executives, scheduling is perhaps the 
most prized skill of all - an often intuitive 
mystery which marks out the true elect. 
And at the end of this year, Alan Yentob, 
a high priest of the arcana, no longer has 
a schedule to call his own. Because what 
this year brought him was a paradoxical 
and unenviable gift; a promotion that 
many people saw as a demotion. 

It took him some tune to digest his 
change of status from controller of BBC1, 
able to commission programmes and 
spend the money, to the newly-created 
post of director of programmes, respon- 
sible for making sure the new controllers 

S et the programmes they want. Though 
le BBC had been discussing a radical 
reorganisation for well over a year, 
tob had little idea that the mainly man 1 
age rial task of amalgamating television • 
and radio in-house production would 
eventually fall to him. 

In the event he was informed only three 
days before the official announcement 
(vivid proof, incidentally, that John Birt’s 
admiration for new management tech- 
niques remains only theoretical in some 
respects). 

Yentob’s new job may be daunting, but 
when John Birt says it is of crucial impor- 
tance to the BBC he isn't just talking a 
soothing fiction. If the corporation is to sur- 
vive as one of the world's great production 
bouses rather than just a superior pub- 
lisher-distributor, then much of that future' 
depends on what Alan Yentob does next 
He wHI have to ensure that the BBC is in 
a position to generate intellectual property 


that it can exploit in an explosion of new 
technical outlets. In some respects it would 
be hard to think of a more demanding post 
to occupy. 

His difficulty, though, was that it didn't 
look like that from the outside. “ I want to 
be good, and 1 want to be happy," Yentob 
wrote during one of the BBCTs recent staff 
training seminars (holy days of obligation 
for the management faithful) and it 
occurred to many that he could have one 
or the other in his new job, but be was 
unlike ly to get both. The received opinion 
ran something as follows: loyal and faith- 
ful servant confounds his critics (who had 
said be was too intellectual for the BBC’s 
popular cbanne 1) by naroowiqg the ratings 
gap between the BBC and fTV. 

without abandoning the traditional val- 
ues of the Corporation (indeed by self- 
consciously restoring some of them)he had 
taken the battle to the enemy. ITV, in 
creative trouble anyway, had to absorb the 
shock of being beaten for overall share for 
the first time m years. And as a reward for 
these services he found himself excluded 
from a job he loved; and, some argued, 
sidelined from the succession too. 

O n this last matter, the BBC Krem- 
linologists are still divided. Some, 
arguing that the power to com- 
mission is thenmdamental weapon in an 
executive's hands, suggest that the move 
to production makes it more difficult for 
Yentob to ascend to the director- 
generalship.. Others, more realistically, 
note that the task, if suqcefisfoDy achieved, 
would fill the one remam&ig blank in an 
already impressive CK fktoQQyi doubts his 
ability as a programm^fsafesT or scheduler- 

or. impresario 0 f t^M^a^^^|e]d of 

Yentob may have take!) an unexpectedly 
fork in the road, but it might yet offer a " 
more direct route to the top. 

That hardly means things wffl. be easy. 
As well as the Herculean task of putting 
BBC Production in order (a job that wifi 
/equine painful personae] decisions and the 
friction of organisational change), Yentob 
will have toreasserthis own editorial clout 
(the fact that the perceptions may be 
wrong does not necessarily diminish the 
damage they might do). He has a certain 
amount of inertia oh his side: by far the 
greatest proportion of the BBC’s output 
comes from its in-house production talent 
(though, like other broadcasters, the BBC 
has a statutory obligation to take 25 per 
cent of its marerial from independent pro- 
duction companies). This gives Yentob a 


Still on schedule? Yentob faces the Herculean task of putting BBC Production in order, reasserting his editorial clout 


and convincing colleagues he is still on the way up 


yt^powe^basedfipmwtuc^to aflfefffife 7 
BBC’s output in aD areas. He alsoMans" 
the Programme Committee, a body Which 
makes decisions about long-term editorial 
strategy for the entire Corporation^ 
But there are other factors. Tbfi®jpSs 
that Jane Root (one of the founders offfie 
very successful independent production 
company Will to Y&U) is shortly to be 
appointed as head of independent com- 
missions, reporting directly to Michael 
Jackson and Mark Thompson, must give 
Yentob pause for thought. That figure of 
25 per cent, after all, is a minimum, not a 
ceding. In some areas, such as entertain- 
ment, around 42 per cent of programming 
is already coming from independent com- 
panies. If that figure was to be replicated 
elsewhere, the influence of BBC Produc- 
tion - and of the man who runs it - would 
unquestionably be diminished. 


Photograph: Nick Turpin 


a ^ ^ ^ the questioA df. 
.... ifl rd^ion^upsm’mis catYcriitile 
Sf reijxWsfoaity^ama authority. Mfcfiaeh 
Jackson, the new director of television and 
the figu^-tp whom some newspapers 
h&ve.afrq&jpianded the unofficial title of 
The itfoSt Powerful Man in Tfelevfirion, has 
been a friend of Yentob's for some time, 
but not for as long as Root, with whom 
Jackson worked 00 influential pro- 
grammes such as Channel 4’s The Media 
Show. Her arrival sends a dear message 
that the BBC wants to improve its rela- 
tionship with the independent sector, not 
merely meet its legal obligations. Those 
interested in the ebb and flow of power will 
be watching carefully to see in which direc- 
tion certain unmoored independent pro- 
ducers begin to drift - will Peter Bazal- 
gette, for example, the inventor of some 
of the BBC’s most successful daytime pro- 
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iBCProaficffot 
department ?-”* 1 * * ^ 

If there is a cultivated rivalry here - one 
intended to make BBC Production fit for 
external competition by bringing in a spar- 
ring partner through the front door - then 
Yentob will make a formidable local cham- 
pion. as he has large reserves of staff , 
respect to trade on, phis a track record of 
innovation. He is also genuinely dedicated 
to the idea of the BBC as a public-service 
broadcaster, a vocational passion he will 
need to carry him through the tricky 
months ahead. 

Not the least of his tasks now, though, 
is to convince all his colleagues of what he 
already believes - that his sudden change 
of title was a ladder and not a snake. 

Tomorrow: Irvine Welsh ’s annus mirabilis 


Sales guide 

FASHION 
STARTING TODAY 

. Shinn Cashmere for three weeks, at 11 
Beauchamp Place, London SW3 
(OI7I-5SJ 1936). 

Cerruti 1881 Men swear at 2o New Bond 
; Street. London \V1 (0171-W 2278) 

STARTED YESTERDAY 

Austin Reed at branches nationwide. 

Betty Jackson into mkt-Junuorv. ai 31 ! 
Brnmpton Road, London SW.V, 

Biba tor 4*5 weeks, at 15 Shorts Gardens, 
London WC2 (0171-240 WW4). 

Burton for 4 weeks, at West I Shopping 
Centre. 379 Oxford Street, London Wi, and 
at all stores nationwide (0321 267K66). 
Cashmere Studio at it) Slnane Street. 
London SWT (0171-245 ‘>1 1 1 ). 

Cerruti 1881 womenswear until 3 1 Dec. at 
106 New Bond Street, London Wl 
(0171 -495 5fcNfl). 

Ciro pearls omit 31 Jan. ai blu Biumniun 
Road, London SW3 (017I-5K9 5SK4). 
Deslgnwoiks for 3 week's at l 1 * Avert' Run*. 
London Wl. 

DKNY Bond Street, London Wl. 

Dorothy Perkins at West 1 Store, 370 Oxford 
Street. London Wl, and branches 
nationwide. 

Emporio Armani at 191 Brampton Road, 
London SW3 (1)171-823 SHIR) and stores 
across London. Sales in Manchester and 
Glasgow start tomorrow. 

Etam Nationwide. 

Giorgio Armani at 37 Slnane Street, London 
SW1 (0171-235 6232). 

Hobbs at branches nationwide. 

Ken Lane until 31 Jan, at 3u Burlington 
Arcade, London SW3(017MQ*J I.tbl nnd 
58 Beauchamp Place. SW3 (0171-564 1^85). 
Monsoon at 23 The Market. London WC2. 
and stores nationwide. 

Next Nationwide. 

Oasis until end of January, at 2*>2 Regent 
Street, London Wl and branches ruiionwkk:. 
Red or Dead at all London stores. 

The Scotch House for 2-3 weeks, at 
2 Brnmpton Road. London SW1 and 
stares across London. 

Simpsons until 25 Jan at Piccadilly, London. 
ALREADY ON 

Ghost. Kate Jones, Claudia Sebtro, Blazer 
(Moss Bros Group) .Racing Green, Ronit Ztfch* 

HOMES AND INTERIORS 
Maples at stores nationwide. 

Ikea at 2 Drurv Way. North Circular Road. 
London NWJl) (0161 -2flS 5MNU and 
branches in Cruydon, Birmingham. 
Gateshead. Leeds and Warrington. 

DEPARTMENT STORES 

STARTING TODAY 

Fortnum and Mason ui 181 PkvudiUi-. 

London Wl (0171-7348040) Reductions of 
up to 50 per cent on women's, men's and 
children’s clothing. Women’s fashion includes 
designer collections such as Jean Muir. Jasper 
Conran. MaxMara, Mani and YSL. Among 
jgaios in menswear are suits reduced from 
95 to £295. Loro Piana doeskin wool 
overcoats, reduced from £495 to £295. 

STARTED YESTERDAY 
Debenhams (0171-408 4444). 

Fenwick for 3 weeks, at 63 New Bond Street, 
London Wl, and at stores in Brent Cross, at 
Ricemans of Canterbury, Fenwick of 
Newcastle, TUnbridge Wells, Windsor, York 
and Leicester. 

Harvey Nichols at Knightsbridge. London 
5W1 and in Leeds. 

Liberty at Regent, Street. London Wl. 
Selfndges for about a month, at Oxford 
$ tree 1 _ London" W f. 

'ALREADY ON 

British HomcjStores nationwide. 

SHOES 

STARTED YESTERDAY 
Jones Bootmakers at branches across London. 
Pied i Terre At 31 Old Bond Street. London 
WI and all branches in London, Manchester, 
Glasgow, Brighton. Brent Cross and Lakeside 
Shopping Centre (details 0171-499 9204). 
ALREADY ON 
Church’s, Ravel 

HOMES & INTERIORS 

STARTED YESTERDAY 

Heal’5 until 19 Jan, at 196 Tottenham Court 

Road. London Wl (0171 -o3h 1666) and 

stores in London and Guildford. 

The Pier Stores around Ihe country, 
including King's Road. London SW3. 

Royal Worcester Spade 
126 Regent St, London Wi. 
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PRIDE & PREJUDICE 
by Tracey Austen 

it is a truth universally acknowledged 
that a singles player in possession of a 
good forehand must be in want of a 
doubles partner. 

“My dear Mr Benue t,” said his lady 
to him one day, “have you heard that 
there are to be new bails at Netherfield? 
What a fine thing for our girls 1" 

“Lizzie, my dear,” said Mr Bennet to 
his favourite daughter, “it appears your 
mother wants you to have a set with Mr 
Bingley” 

“Oh but father.” replied lizzie, “Jane 
is so much more accomplished at the net 
than I and her ground strokes would do 
us all credit, for better than mine ever 
could. Might she not go in my place?" 

“As long as one of you will play it 
matters not which. But we do not warn a 
walkover so let us take the brougham," 
sighed Mr Bennet. 

A C Webster, Poulton-le-Fylde, Lancs 


HEART OF DARKNESS 
by Terence Conran 

Any wallpaper - even flocked — would 
haws been welcome. This was clearly not 
the Fulham Road, although the 
chaicuterie was interesting. 

Stephen Smithson, Leeds 


MIDDLEMARCH 
by TS Eliot 

Mr Casaubon was lost. He paused on the 
bridge at Westminster, and considered 

where he was. But for some reason he 

could not think dearly; could not think at 
all, could not ... 

He walked to the railing. The Thames 
still flowed below, oily, like painL 
Disconnected timbers were borne on its 
sluggish surface. But no fish swam there, 

thought Mr Casaubon; no blue . w 

kingfishers flashed along the level water. 
Too-wii, too-woo, said his bps. Too- wit, 
loo- woo. 


But he had grown too old for wooing; 
too stiff in the knees, too ponderous of 
manner. How must others perceive him, 
with his bald head and tight waistcoat? 

He turned back to the road. Carriages 
swarmed through ru is, and men rushed 
with umbrellas. So many men, moving 
frantically and without purpose, shadowy 
in the rain. 

“Regardcz,” he said to himself u Le 
monde, Vabime. 

Durham, Dfaammpadda 
nada, niente, rdcht 

G Strugnell, Coulsdon, Surrey 


FEAR AND LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS 
(OR BATH) by Emma Thompson 

We were just outside Bath, on the edge of 
the Cotswolds, when the tea took hold. 

“I do so apologise for the 
inconvenience, ma’am, but I simply must 
ask the carriage driver to stop.” 

I looked at Mr Charles wmthrop. His 
face had a strange, contorted expression. 
A face, I might add, that normally was 
not without certain pleasing aspects. 

“But why? Do you wish to be ill?” I 
asked His eyes were crossed. His legs, 
also, were in such a fashion. 

“No, ma’am,” he replied. His eyes 
rolled about in a not agreeable manner. 
He crossed and uncrossed his legs with 
hardly a pause between. 

“Mr Winthrpp, what can be the 
matter?" 

“Quite simply, Mrs Branagh, he 
said, "I must -wafer the begonias'.” 

I felt light-headed. My voice faltered 
as I spoke, “Why didn’t you say so? I 
thought you were needing the toflet!” 

Norman Ferguson, Glasgow 


A LA RECHERCHE DU TEMPS PERDU 
by M Proops 

At Aunt Amiot' s I He awake listening for 
Monsieur Swann’s bell, knowing that I 
must have Mummy’s goodnight kiss as 
her breasts cushion me to simp into that 
magic-lantern land where chauffeurs in 


rubber uniforms become my mms of 
speed sweeping me throagh salons and 
cathedrals to dark places where 
bloodstained butchers push hatpins info 
caged rats while their naked delivery -boys 
play with thick sausage. Is this normal? 

My dear Marcel, this is perfectly 
normal for a growing Jewish boy. I’m just 
a mite concerned about your slight 
insomnia. Coro bray can be so bracing. 
Avoid too many madeleine cakes at 
supper. ’Ey instead lime tea. Meanwhile 
why not a little seaside air? Next time 
Papa is deep into his naughty cordon 
sanhmre take Mummy to Gaieties 
Lafayette for a new bra (Oedipus range 
up to 44DD) and then a room for two at 
the Grand Hotel Cabourg. Sleep tighL 

Roger Betteridge, 
Shardlow, Derbyshire 


THE OWL AND THE PUSSYCAT 
by Timothy Leary 

The Owl and the Pussycat dropped a tab 
And sat back to see what they’d see 
The Book of the Dead had been well read 


For when they were out of their tree 
The Owl looked down at his feet on the 
ground 

And sang to a small sitar, 

“O luminous Pussy, O Pussy you glow. 
What a luminous Pussy you are, 

You are, 

You are! 

What a luminous Pussy vou are!” 

Pussy said to the Owl “Oh Man, how 

you howl! 

Your voice, it has power and grace 
We should form a band, and travel the 

land 

But what shall we do for a bass?” 

So they tripped down the street, they 
were hoping to meet 
A bassist who knew all his chords 
And there on a stage, a Piggy Wig played 
And the notes they came straight from 
the Lord 
The Lord 
The Lord 

And the notes they came straight from 
the Lord 

“Say Pig. fancy joining this band we are 
coining?” 

Said the” Piggy, “Sure man. count me inr 
So they moved to LA and recorded next 
day 


With Bowie, Beefheart and McGumn 
Their debut LP - The Pig, Puss and Me 
It went triple gold in a week 
And “Paw/Trott LT/Wing” together still 
sing, 

Lysergically fuelled so 10 speak 
To speak 

LysergicaHy fuelled so to speak. 

Alan Weston, London E18 


THE DESERTED VILLAGE 

by Sir James Goldsmith 

111 fares the land to hasi’ning ills a prey. 

Where Brussels rules and Europhobes 
decay. 

Federalists may flourish or may fade 

A breath can make them, as a breath has 
made. 

But we bold Sceptics, our great nation's 
pride. 

Have high ideals that may not be denied. 

A time there was, ere griefs o'er 
whelmed our land 

When I could be content with bead in 
sand 

For me lighr labour spread her 
wholesome store, 

And piled me up a billion, maybe more. 

But then I yearn'd to grasp Britannia’s 
sword 

And high me home from indolence 
abroad 

No more 1 cried "Nunc est bibendum ” 

But “let my people have a referendum". 

Eurolackeys lashed with words unkind 

And the loud laugh that speaks the 
vacant mind. 

But still they gazed and still the wonder 
grew 

That I should have such wealth but not a 
due. 

Geoffrey Langley, Bristol 


THE HOUND OF THE BASKERVILLES 
HA HA HA by Sir Arthur Roddy Doyle 

Pm a doctor. I was in the house with 
Holmes. He turned and looked at me. 
His nose sloped down in a curve. It was 
like one of the little hills on the pitch 


and putt in Barrytown. I went there 
once with my da. It was dead boring. 

“There's this dog." 

“Oh yeah?” 

“Big bastard." 

“How d'ya know?" 

“Dou’t be a bloody eejil Wbtson. 

Your Baskerville man told me." 

“Will we go and see him?" 

“We will” 

He had a big house this Sir 
Baskerville. Stuck in rhe middle of 
nowhere. We went on the train. There 
was u lot of chasing about and this feller 
got stuck in the quicksand. It was all 
sticky and smelt like old farts. Holmes 
and me killed the dog and we went 
home. 1 never liked dogs much. 

“How d'ya do that Holmes?" 

“Dead easy, Watson." 

David Lloyd, Bristol 


KARAOKE 
by Beatrix Potter 

In which an Edwardian authoress. B P, 
known for her anthropomorphic animal 
tales but struck with writer's block, begins 
to see and hear her own characters and 
scenes in reality. 

Hie scene plays in a London 
restaurant. B P Is’ discussing with her 
agent a theatrical adaptation of a tale of a 
dysfunctional mole. 

Agent: Listen, the director's not 
happy with the ending, it’s a bil preachy, 
not enough sex ... are you listening? 

B P is staring al (he adjacent table, 
where a squirrel, a rabbit and a mouse 
are taking tea. 

Squirrel (sternly adjusting its 
spectacles): Well, mouse. I hope you're 
ashamed of yourself, you naughty little 
fellow. Fancy stealing a whole ... 

B P (mouthing the words, 
astonished): ... piece of Cheddar ... 

Agent: Are you feeling all right? 

BP: It’s speaking ray lines. 

Agent: Who, the squirrel or the 
mouse? 

etc 

Jon Hughes, Cheadle, Cheshire 











J ohn Major is “quite nice, a decent 
bloke”, according to a young man 
on our panel of first-time voters 
inRedditchr He is not the only one who ; 
thinks so. This perception of the Prime 
Minister is widely shared. It also hap- 
pens to be remarkably imperceptive. 
John Major is a tough political fighter, 
a calculating partisan; he has some 
political achievements to his record, 
but, like most other politicians at one 
time or another, he has placed his own 
leadership and the short-run advantage 
of party before the common interest 
But let that pass; Brian Mawhinney 
may think himself entitled to a new 
year’s jig at this widespread sense that 
John Major is a good bloke, coupled as 
. it is with an almost equally widespread 
view of the Labour leader as a man 
with a plastic smile. Cue yet more 
asinine attacks on the man's physical 
appearance. 

The Tories currently have three 
songs to sing. Number one is that 
being hummed by the youth of Red- 
ditch, “honest John”. Hie man in shirt- 
sleeves beguiled the punters in 1992, so 
why not again? (He didn’t: all the evi- 
dence says that the outcome of the elec- 
tion was decided well in advance of the 
contest itself and owed nothing to Mr 
Major’s soapbox.) Readers and view- 
ers should stand ready for a deluge of 
man-m-saloon-bar/sub-Stanley Bald- 
win images and rhetoric. 

The other Tory song in a Major key 


is good economic news. The Prime 
Minister’s new year’s message today is 
like Philip Glass’s music, you can drop 
into it at any point, even start back- 
wards, and it sounds pretty much like 
the same chord: things are looking up. 
According to the Nationwide, house 
prices will have risen by 15 per cent in 
the two years ending next winter. This, 
the Deputy Prime Minister assures us, 
is the kind of inflation that is good for 
us. But it is also apparent that there is. 
no reliable relationship between 
changes in the economic indicators and. 
voting intentions. We have had enough 
economic recovery by now to see that 
better prospects for jobs and incomes 
are not an inducement to commit to 
voting Tbiy. Memories of Tbxy eco- 
nomic incompetence are still strong; 
and besides, the experience of relative 
prosperity seems to have lessened the 
risk factor in voting for Labour. 

Mr Mawhinney ought not to dance 
before he has looked in more depth at 
what our panel of young people is say- 
ing. Young people of the West Mid- 
lands may have a spice-girlish per- 
spective on political leadership, but 
they are also making two other judge- 
ments. One is that Labour is a party of 
ideas. Youth may be cynical about 
Labour's capacity to “do things” in 
office but the erstwhile party of the left 
still seems to these young people to be 
the carrier of hope for change. The seo- 
ond should worry Tory strategists mare. 
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Young people - they undoubtedly 
share this view with their elders - do 
not see Labour as a threat 

Which brings us on to the Tbries’ 
third song: or rather, warning siren. It 
is a warning that voting Labour is a 
“gamble”, a risk to your own purse and 
pocket But Labour's great achieve- 
ment of the past year must be the way 
it has made itself financially safe for 
power. It has neutralised the charge 
that it cannot be trusted with manage- 
ment of the public money. 

Nevertheless, Labour must still guard 
its flanks. This week the Cabinet’s 
records for 1966 are opened. The sea- 


men's rtrike thm year win be recollected, 
along with the activist past of such 
Labour notables as Prescott. Undue 
proximity to okJ-style unionism still 
holds an electoral danger for Labour. 
While John Monks of the Hades Union 
Congress strives to redefine a 21st-cen- 
tuiy relationship between organised 
labour and the state, some of his col- 
leagues seem to banker for the past The 
corporatism that John Edmonds of the 
GMB wants is unpalatable to most 
people, inr-lmting union members. 

But making Labour safe is not the 
gamp, as making Labour attractive. Tbo 
much attention can (and will be) paid 


to Tony Blair’s personality. Indifferent 
or low ratings in the personality stakes 
can be lived with. At her apogee, Mar- 
garet Thatcher enjoyed some grim fig- 
ures for public appreciation of her 
bearing, voice and persona: she did not 
win because of her teeth. But Mr 

Blair’s deficit serves to expose Labours 

electoral problem. The Tbries are dis- 
united, for all the strips of veneer 
applied by honest John and Michael 
Heseltine; their economic record (taxes 
and ejection from the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism) will dog them till polling 
day. But, perceiving that^electors will 
not automatically make it Mr Blair’s 
day. They need a positive reason to 
vote Labour, and they are not sure they 
see it yet 

This gap has been noticeable for 
some mont hs now. It is not about some 
shopping list of policies- especially one 
carefully pruned to excise any commit- 
ments to spend more. It is more 
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fn identity hims elf with whfltAmericans 
rail “soccer moms” — working women 
with children. Labour has songs with 
imm ense popular appeal, about the 
common condition of society, about 
order, equity and the effectiveness of 
social institutions, especially schools. 
What the people want are more riffs - 
aphorisms I Are Tbny Blair’s own brilliant 
coinage about crime and its causes. 

Labour has its causes. If it is going 


to do anything 

educational unde . r ,; at i^Sd in‘stiUtf 

many of the pupils ^ 

schools, behavK>urin thepuW^ h 
justice and security at work * 
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its policy and progra mmes. 

Shock horror: 
children still read 

mhe first thing to say about any 
TrWMrt* on children’s reading 
habits- like that today from Surrey Uni- 
versity - is that children sull haw them. 
That horror emerged as the mi»t 
popular category for younger teenagers 
reading should offend no one. (Advo- 
cates of Victorian values especially 
should consult the bestseller lists in 
Wilkie Collins’s day.) What matters is 
that imagination is still fed from the 
printed page -despite television, despite 
computers and despite the tea! and 
alleged inadequacies of the schools. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Put children 
at centre of 
adoption law 

Sir: John Major is a caring family 
man and it has to be assumed that 
his determination to introduce a 
radical reform of the adoption 
system (“Adoption law to curb 
political correctness”, 28 
December) is not a cynical piece of 
electioneering but rather has its 
origins in a briefing by proponents 
of “privatised” adoption in the 
United States. 

Unfortunately the Prime 
Minister may be unaware of the 
complex and sensitive issues which 
need to be taken into account 

Those professionals engaged in 
child care, whethersotial workers, 
foster parents or lawyers, agree 
that all children need the security .. 
of a stable family life if they are to 
thrive. Everyone is horrified by the 
numbers of older children who live 
in residential homes before leaving 
care without that stability. 

Hie new fashionable solution is 
to decree that all children who are 
taken into care shall be adopted if 
they are not returned home within, 
say, a year or 18 months. Because 
fewer adoptive placements than 
foster placements break down, it is 
argued that this will provide 
greater security. Inefficiency by 
local authorities in finding adoptive 
homes will be overcome by the use 
of 


app 

number of important matters. It is 
not in the interests of all children m 
care to be legally, and in some cases 
psychologically, separated from 
their families. Not all children 
come into care because they have 
been rescued from abusive and 
uncaring parents. Many have laving 
families who are unable to look 
after them because of id health or 
because of the demands of siblings. 
They may need to live apart from 
them but still remain part of the 
family. 

While adoptive homes may have 
a lower rate of failure, it is 
important to compare like with 
like. A toddler or young child is less 
likely to be disturbed than an older 
child, and the greater the 
disturbance the more pressure is 
placed on the new family. More 
substitute families are needed but 
private agencies may not be the 
solution to finding them. Local 
authorities have been using private 
agencies for two decades. 

This government has already 
given these problems detailed 
consideration for the last seven 
years. A review of adoption law was 
initiated in 1989, and a White 
Paper, '‘Adoption: The Future", 
was published in 1993. A B31 was 
published at the beginning of this 
year which places the interests of 
the individual child at the centre of 
all decisions which have to be 
made. Its measures have wide 




: the Prime Minister genuinely 
wishes to help children in care - and 
I believe he does - he should ensure 
that time is made available now for 
legislation or commit his future 
government to introduce the Bill in 
the first session after the election. 
JOHN MITCHELL 
Famih ■ Law Chambers 
London EC4 

Sir: There are indeed 55.000 
children in local authority care. 
However, over 40,000 of these 
children are already placed in 
substitute families with varying 
levels of support from local 
authorities. The remaining 15,000 
are in residential care and 90 per 
cent of these are adolescents. 

The vast majority of these young 



people are in residential care 
because attempts to place them in 
substitute families have failed - so 
great has been the initial damage 
that they have suffered at the hands 
of their original families. 

To your great credit, you have 
been highlighting the efforts being 
made to track down the victims of 
abuse in residential care in the 
Seventies and Eighties, but no one 
seems to be prepared to ask why it 
happened and continues to happen. 

A glance at Sir WQliam Uttmg’s 
1991 report “Children in Public 
Care” provides the answer. He 
reviewed residential staffs abilities 
and called them “deplorable”. 

In the two children's homes I 
worked in this summer, only one of 
the 19 staff had a qualification. 

Hie system of promotion is 
based entirely on time-serving. 

Add to this “privatised care” and 
the simple fact that within the new 
dispensation these unqualified 
people can set up their own 
children’s homes, and you have a 
situation which in any other field of 
social policy would be regarded as 
intolerable. 

So why do we tolerate it? Well, 
firstly the “clients” are children 
who have no voice. 

Secondly - money. To recruit and 
train staff tor this difficult and 
demanding work so that at least 50 
percent have reached degree level 
would cost millions, money that no 
government is prepared to spend. 

Yet curiously we are prepared to 
pick up the social cost once these 
young people leave care; 15,000 of 
our prison population have been in 
care, exactly the same number 
currently languishing there. 

NIGEL EVANS. 

School of Social Work, 

Kingston University 
Kingston Hill, Surrey 


Patten to blame 
for Peking move 

Sin What is truly “stomach- 
turning”, to use Governor Chris 
Patten’s phrase, is the ease with 
which he can use the press to 
pillory Peking and exonerate ' 
hims elf for the replacement next 
July of the sitting Hong Kong 
Legislative Council by an 
appointed interim chamber 
(“Patten lashes ‘rick 1 plan for Hong 
Kong”, 21 December). The 
Chinese authorities' description of 
their action as “necessary, 
reasonable and justified” is apt. 

It is necessary because, 
consequent on Mr Patten's actions, 
the constituency basis on which the 
council was elected in 1995 did not 
conform with the constitution 
Pelting, with Britain ’s co-operation, 
had drawn up for Hong Kong when 
it reverts to China. China 
insistently warned before the 
Patten “reforms" were 
implemented that they meant the 
sitting council would have to be 
stood down at midnight on 30 June 
1997 - an entirely unwelcome step 
imposed on Peking by Mr Patten, 

It is reasonable because the 
government of post-transition 
Hong Kong win need a legislature 
and because instant elections 
would overload a new 
administration. Therefore a 
nominated body is needed to serve 

until a new council can be elected 
in 1998 on the constituency basis 
agreed between Britain and China 
before Mr Patten's appointment. 

It is justified because the reforms 


Mr Patten introduced in 1993 were 
a gerrymander, unilaterally 
changing the agreed constituency 

basis for the 1995 elections so as to 
strengthen the electoral chances of 
the anti-Peking party. Peking bad 
agreed to the steady, progressive 
democratisation of the Hong Kong 
polity, but Mr Patten, defying 
China's objections, fast-forwarded 
that process- and what Peking is 
now doing is switching to “rewind”. 
NEVILLE MAXWELL 
Oxford 


Keep shops shut 

Sir: Your editorial (“Let the tills 
ring out glad tidings”, 24 
December) needs to be challenged 
- 24-hour opening by supermarkets 
should not be welcomed. 

You dearly have little idea of 
labour relations in the retail sector 
when you state: “Provided staff are 
paid fairly ... ” It is not only pay - 
many retail workers are given little 
choice about working these . 
unsocial hoars, managements are 
autocratic and the workforce is 
generally poorly organised. 

I accept that long opening hours 
are convenient, but I would find it 
convenient if banks, council and 
government offices and leisure 
centres were open 24 hours. I do 
not clamour for this, because the 
workers in these areas deserve 
some time with their famil ies. 

Enough is enough. It’s time to 
return to decency and common 
sense. 

NEIL HAD DY 
Chesterfield, Derbyshire 


Non-smokers 
resent insults 

Sir Why must smokers like Jo 
Brand (21 December), who seem to 
be perfectly civilised m other 
respects, seek to justify the 
nuisance their addiction causes to 
the non-smoking majority by 
insulting us? 

• Are we really “po-faced” or, as 
recently suggested elsewhere, 
“health Nazis”, simply because we 
dislike being forced to breath foul- 
smelling, carcinogenic smoke and 
to have our clothes and hair made 
tostinkofxt? 

I suspect that many people who 
enjoy smolting simply do not 
understand how unpleasant it is for 
those of os who do not- Personally, 

I would as soon spend an evening in 
a garage fall of diesel fames. 

I wish Jo and her fdUow smokers 
joy of their habit All 1 askis that they 
have the basic courtesy to respect my 
preference not to share jL 
JANET RUSSELL 
ToBesburyt, Essex 


Double, double ... 

Sir X was delighted to see your 
front-page account (21 December) 
of the invocation of witchcraft to 
ensure the safety of Channel 
Tunnel passengers. With the winter 
solstice having a four-year cycle “in 
which the forces of earth, air, fire 
and water are involved”, dearly 
one cannot be too careful. 

This evident allusion to a 
combination of hydrogen derived 
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from oil out of the earth, nitrogen 
and oxygen taken from the air, 
their reaction at glowing red 
temperatures ana passage beneath 
the sea, is a most evocative ' 
reference to the manufacture of 
ammonium nitrate fertiliser and its 
transportation through the tunnel. 

Is it too much to hope that this 
positive action for the sake of 
public safety taken by the witches 
of the Covenant of Earth Magic be 
supplemented tty the wizards of the 
Health and Safety Executive 
casting their own spell, dedaring 
this substance to be classified as 
explosive and forbidding its 
continued transportation through 
the tunnel before a wagon-load 
gets too dose to a Brel 
Dr SIDNEY ALFORD 
Corsham, Wiltshire 


Arts goalposts 

Sir Your report on the Balky Studies 
Institute’s recent study on fundingdf 
the cultural sector (Arts Notebook, 
21 December) implies thar the study 

has limited relevance because the - 
Government has -through the 
Lottery- recently “mowed the 
goalposts on arts funding". 

An important objective of the 
study was to see whether this has 
indeed been the case. Its 
concentration on the year 1993/94 
means it prorides a baseline for 
judging what has happened - where 


far they have been moved, if at all, 
and, if so, in what direction. 

At an apposite moment this is 
what the researchers intend to do. 
-BERNARDCASEY 
RACHAEL DUNLOP 
SARASELWOOD . 

Policy Studies Institute 
LondonNWl 


Trustees failed 
Royal Academy 

Sin It is understandable that, the 
Ro^ Academy's secretary. David 
Gordon, should seek to play down 
the magnitude of the institution* 
rccentfy disclosed financial and 
manag erial predicament- But David 
Listers impression (“Why Monet 
was the root of art cvfl", 16 

December) that help might be 
coming from the Academy's “ mul ti- 
mffltrmgir e trustees’ 1 is SUfdv 
misplaced: had such support 'been 
avanahlc.it would not have been 
necessary, in the first place, to take 
and use as revenue £lmof mist 
funds earmarked for capital projects. 

Even this, it seems, was 
insufficient to keep the Academy 
solvent while funding its present 
£7m «mm«l administration cost. It 
was onty the simultaneous 
withfeoWing ot£250Q,000 of pension 
fund payments that enabled the 
Academy to stay within its£225ra 
overdraft facility. 

Perhaps the trustees will now dig 
into their own pockets. But, as 
things stand, it must be said that it 
seems an extraordinary cheek for 
them and the administrators to use 
the fact of the crisis they huve 
preskied over in secrecy as a 
justification for an increase m their 
own powers at the expense of those 
of the academicians. Quite 
correctly, the membership has now 
twice refused to cede authority to 
the secretary’s proposed new 
governing body, which would he 
dominated by trustees and salaried 
administrators. 

One would hope that - even if 
they make no noises of contrition - 
the secretary and trustees will now 
have the grace to allow the . 
members themselves to decade, in 
the wake of the present v 
administrative dtfb&de, bow, and 
by whom, their own house might 
best be put back in order. 
MICHAEL DALEY 
Director 
ArtWdtch UK 
Barnet, Hertfordshire 


Why bus rage? 

Sir It is posable that the 
destruction of 37buses in Bolton 
was caused by neither mindless 

v andalism nor co mm er cial 
sabotage, but rather by the 
calculated, if perverse, action of 
people incensed at being robbed of 
their mobility by the withdrawal of 
all bus services over the Christmas 
holidays (“Vandals wreck bus 
fleet”, 28 December). 

If motorists were forbidden to 
use their cars at Christinas all hell 
would break loose, but lesser 
mortals are expected to accept 
their lot with equanimity. Maybe 
this misguided and destructive 
action was a cry of protest from 
those who see their enforced 

om 


of society's 
against the poor. 

ALLAN HORSFALL 
Chairman. The Bus Users' Societv 
Manchester 


Model males 

Sin In response to Jack 
O’Sullivan’s call for new role 
models for men in 1997 (“Men 
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Thank goodness 
for middle-class 
angst over jobs 


J obs, glorious jobs: they 
will be dripping from the 
Xrccs m the new year if ali 
this upbeat talk on the economy 
is to be believed. Employment 
prospects are the best for seven 
years, according to a. survey out 
today from the employment 
agency Manpower. Coming hot 
on the heels of the record drop 
in unemployment reported last 
month, and the booming 
Christmas shopping figures, the 
jobs news is positive indeed. 

Big jobs, little jobs, fat jobs, 
thin jobs: take your pick, for it 
seems there is a veritable 
employment orgy loo min g. 

WeU. on the baas of the old 
economic adage that what goes 
down must, given time, bounce 
back up again, the news is 
hardly surprising. But the curi- 
ous thing is that nobody out in 
the Labour market seems too 
cheerful about jobs growth this 
time round. Too many little 
thin jobs and not enough fat 
juicy ones, is the genera] com- 
plaint -and it is voiced loudest 
among the chartering 
The new jobs -they tell us -are 
Te creatures, liable to up- 
and die long before the 
next recession arrives. Even 
worse, according to the apoca- 
lyptic pundits, this new fragility 
problem is hitting the middle 
classes particularly hard. 

Whether it be through down- 
sizing, out-sizing or casualisa- 
tion, something insidious out 
there is troubling our middle 
classes, traumatising our 
national culture, and under- 
mining economic optimism for 
all In case you miss ed it, job 
insecurity is die Zeitgeist for the 
end of the century. 

Which story should we be- 
lieve? The Government is back- 
ing the glorious jobs tale; the 
journalists, insecurity. Neither are to be trust- 
ed. The Government's interest in talking up the 
labour market is clear. But journalists should 
declare their own preoccupation, too. How 
many times in the past few years have we seen 
articles dr documentaries on shaky professional 
jobs and the anxious graduates who fill them? 

irrespective of what is going on in the rest 
of the' country, the publishing world and the 
media, including national newspapers, have 
shifted a lot of employees into temporary con- 
tracts and freelance work. That and the rising 
competition for popular jobs are undeistand- 
abty making the hacks feel insecure. And that 
is w^ there is so much fuss about the new mid- 
dle-class insecurity. 

The real story about the labour market is 
rather different from both these special- 
interest views. Yes, as die Government claims, 
new jobs are being created. But a surprising 
proportion of these jobs are indeed part-time 
or temporary. That horrible anxious feeling of 
trying to cling to your pay cheque haunts an 
awful lot of people. But to characterise this 
angst and uncertainty as a wholly middle-class 
problem is ludicrous. 

OK, we well-educated professional people 
may have a little to moan about Two- thirds 
of die additional professional jobs created in 
the first four years of recovery were tempo- 
rary. But middle-class insecurity may well be 
as temporary as those new jobs. 

Think back to the height of the Eighties 
boom. An -awful Jot of people switched from 
one job to another very fast. Because compa- 
nies were growing, workers found opportuni- 
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Forget those 
temporary 
contracts for 
computer 
analysts or 
market 
researchers, 
and consider 
instead the 
security 
guards, 
the shop 
assistants ... 


ties everywhere. Graduates 
flirted with one employer after 
another. Fbnniiy enough, they 
didn’t seem to mind the insta- 
bility of changing jobs when 
they were on the up. Instability 
only mutated into insecurity 
when recession strode. Tempo- 
rary contracts suited many peo- 
ple fine when they knew they 
had plenty of offers to choose 
from. 

Now, with employment rising 
again, those with the education, 
qualifications, or ability to 
acquire new skills quickly (in 
other words, the middle 
dasses) are likely to find them- 
selves once more in demand. 
We have lost our cushion 
against recession now, but we 
haven't lost our market power 
when times are good. Given 
another boom, or even just a 
few years of steady, sustainable 
growth, “middle-class job inse- 
curity” could slip out of our 
vocabulary as fast as it slipped 
in. 

If only the same thing 
could be said of insecurity in 
our society as a whole. Sadly, 
for the low-skilled, the tor- 
ment of never knowing where 
the next week’s work is coming 
from is very real - and it isn’t 
going away. 

Forget those temporary con- 
tracts for computer analysts or 
market researchers for a 
moment, and consider instead 
the security guards, the 
builders, the shop assistants 
and the care workers. Paid 
abysmally and accorded little 
employment protection, these 
workers really are insecure. As 
a new Cambridge study 
(reported in The Independent 
this weekend! reveals, manual 
workers are far more likely to 
end up in temporary work than 
their professional peers. 

Even worse: between the odd week’s work 
here and there is the dole. Government sta- 
tistics show that an astonishing half of new 
claimants signing on have been on the dole 
before -and wirhrn the past year. A worryingjy 

large group of people are becoming trapped 
in a word world on the edge of the labour mar- 
ket, stumbling in and out of jobs. 

The world of work seems to be polarising. 
The insiders have the skills to adapt, get new 
jobs and earn higfaerwages; the outsiders skirt 
along die edges, lacking the skills to break into 
permanent work. 

laced with this kind of portrait of the 
Nineties workplace, there is something rather 
attractive about middle -d ass insecurity. After 
all if we are ever going to create the political 
will and the democratic consensus to do 
something about the problems of the poor and 
the low-skilled, we may need to persuade 
everyone else that they have something to gain 
as welL Nobody worried much about vulner- 
able employees when they were all manual 
workers. Life-long learning and retraining 
could have been very useful for the manufac- 
turing workers who lost their jobs in the Eight- 
ies. But adult education has only become sexy 
since professional workers realised that they 
could benefit from it too, as they switched 
between jobs and careers. 

Middle-class job insecurity could be a pow- 
erful force for change. Let us hope that the 
new government can capitalise on it and 
tackle the worse insecurity felt by those at the 
very bottom of the jobs pile. 


Tony’s wonder year: 
a look back at 1997 


I magine you have slept 
soundly for exactly a 
year, and today is 
December 30th. 1997- 
You have missed a lot 
Much has happened, much 
has changed yon need bringing 
up to date. 

When you fell asleep, the 
ship of state was on the rocks 
with a mutinous crew. Those 
shipwrecked mariners now sit 
glowering and confused upon 
the opposition benches, still in 
shock after 18 years of govern- 
ment, SO seats short of power. 

If you had any doubts about 
whether New Labour would 
actually do anything when they 
won the election, let me set your 
mind at rest Tony Blair knew 
that after his great victory he had 
only a shon mne to grab the ini- 
tiative before the in tractabihry of 
government fell upon him. 

First came the promised Con- 
stitution Act, gzvmg some inde- 
pendence to Scotland. Tbe rest 
of us were bored rigid by this 
Celtic stuff only S per cent of 
tbe population lives in Scot- 
land, after alL One more earnest 
Dimbleby forum from Edin- 
burgh on the West Lothian 
question, and the rest of us 
would gladly have expelled them 
from the union altogether. 

It made us English resentful. 
What was so spedal about the 
Scots? They feel oppressed by 
Westminster? WeU so do we alt 
especially Londoners, who live 
under its very shadow without 
any self-government 
Blair acted quickly to involve 
the rest of us. He added in 
reform of the Lords, abolishing 
hereditary peers and removing 
the appointment of life peers by 
politicians. They are now 
chosen by the Royal Society, (he 
Royal Academy of Arts, the 
medical Royal Colleges, the 
Sports Council and other august 
bodies of the great and good. 
There are no bishops nor any 
representatives of other reli- 
gions, as the Bill also dis- 
established the Church. 

In truth, though, the arcane 
debate, on the poweg of the 
new second chamber threat- 
ened to be as boring as the 
Celts. So Tbny Blair chose the 
moment to go for proportional 
representation for the Com- 
mons, ensuring we would never 
risk a Portillo, Howard or Red- 
wood government in future. 
And probably guaranteeing 
Labour a second term. 

At the same time the Com- 
mons was reformed: a commis- 
sion will reduce the number of 
MPs by half. They will become 
a more professional cadre with 
c o mmi ttees served by a large, 
expert civil-scrvice staff also 
providing impartial informa- 
tion to journalists and others, in 
the hope of producing better- 
informed comment 
Europe welcomed Blair with 
warmth and generosity. His 
path is made easier in negotia- 
tions because Britain no longer 
hurls itself like a spanner into 
every Euro-machine. Despite 
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There is a sense that progress is 
possible, after the years of looking 
back to an imaginary golden era 


the rhetoric, even now, at the 
eleventh Jtour, the single cur- 
rency timetable may slip, as 
discontent over sharp cuts in 
pensions and welfare spills out 
on to the streets. of Germany 
and France. 

In the election. Labour made 
much of the state of tbe NHS. 
But nothing has changed, since 
the structure actually works 
well. A new independent com- 
plaints tribunal has been set up, 
giving rapid redress to patients, 
including some compensation, 
but withdrawing the right of 
patients to sue. Contraception 
clinics for tbe young are now 
universal so every secondary- 
school pupil has a nurse or 
clinic to attend, dose by and 
confidential. Teenage preg- 
nancy rates are already falling. 

A Royal Commission on 
Soda! Security is about to sweep 
away the old National Insur- 
ance system. There win be no 
automatic entitlements for any 
new claimants for sickness, 


unemployment or pensions: 
money will only be paid out 
according to need. Labour 
dares to be far tougher on work- 
fare schemes (under a new 
name) doing genuinely useful 
work, despite trade union objec- 
tions. The quid pro quo is a raft 
of well-financed, individualised 
training and education pro- 
grammes. 

Private schools have been 
nationalised and brought under 
the control of a commission 
headed by George Walden, the 
former Tbiy MP: it was his idea. 
They have become super- 
schools for the brightest, regard- 
less of means. As it dawns on 
middle-class parents of aver- 
agdy-inieUigent children that 
they wiD soon be using the state 
system, they are already turning 
their attention to the condition 
of local schools. 

The defence budget has been 
halved, to bring it m line with 
the rest of Europe. It will take 
time for the money to come in 


because of old contracts for 
useless fighter planes and tnntre. 
But it wm raise at least £10bn. 
We are bargaining to give up 
our permanent seat on the UN 
Security Council in exchange 
for reform of the whole organ- 
isation- We have told the North- 
ern Irish that they will have self- 
government in six months’ time, 
and that our troops will leave, 
forever. We will not play nanny 
any longer, so if they want to go 
on fighting, that’s up to them. 

Billions have been saved by 
stopping the huge prison-build- 
ing programme. In several 
strong speeches. Jack Straw has 
told judges to consider sen- 
tences that work, with proven 


track records for rehabilitation. 
Lord Tbmin has been given 
money saved from prison build- 
ing to set up a huge new crime- 
busting package, investing in 
prison regimes that reduce reof- 
fending and schemes for young 
offenders outside prison that 
work. 

Lord Will Hutton heads a 
Commission on the City of Lon- 
don. He win devise ways of actu- 
ally implementing his own pro- 
polis on making banks and 
institutions invest for (he long- 
term good of the country. The 
Bank of England has been 
made independent. 

_ Lord Mehyn Bragg has been 
given the Department of 
National Heritage, because no 
politicians know anything about 
the arts. He has cancelled (he 
millennium celebration in 
Greenwich, because it is loo 
expensive for a temporary 
building. Bui he has set up a 
commission on ownership of 
the media, to consider severe 
restrictions on the amount of 
the market controlled by any 
one company: Labour won a big 
enough majority to feci no 
threat now from Murdoch. 

As more die of CJD from 
BSE-infected meal. Labour 
made maximum use of the dis- 
aster to promote a new agri- 
cultural policy. W: no longer 
fight a futile battle to foist our 
poisoned produce on our rightly 
suspicious neighbours. As a 
mark of our atonement for 
BSE, wc direct subsidies to 
make British produce a symbol 
of the very highest quality, 
famed for organic purity. VVe 
may import cheaper meal and 
vegetables, but we shall export 
only the best. It makes eco- 
nomic sense to move upmarket. 

Two good private member's 
bills tested the water and 
inflamed debate. Paul Flynn 
came top of the MPa' poll and 
brought in one to abolish the 
monarchy. Another bill sought 
to decriminalise cannabis and 
Ecstasy. Neither got near the 
statute books, of course. But in 
the excited debate, public opin- 
ion moved a long way in favour 
of both and the young felt more 
involved in politics. 

So much for policy. All this 
has left the country reeling. 
But change was what they voted 
for. There is a sense that some- 
thing can be done, progress is 
possible, problems are not insol- 
uble, after all these years of 
looking backwards to an imag- 
inary golden era. Many people 
used to fulminate about New 
Labour’s pre-election caution, 
but it got them elected. Ivw 
thought Blair bad tbe determi- 
nation to ad so decisively. But 
he seized the day. 


Liam and Co play the Nineties game of pop stardom with post-modern aplomb, says Peter Popham 


T he art of big-time pop celebrity 
involves being impossible to 
. ignore, no matter what it takes. 
We bad already had enough of Oasis 
in 1995: 1996 should have been the 
year they died and disappeared. 
Indeed, much of the media spent 
much of the year predicting that event. 
Many of the stories that kept the band 
in the headlines were intimations of 
. imminent disaster, the ritualistic 
paroxysms that band after band has 
undergone during the past 30-odd 
years, preceding break-up due to 
'“musical differences’': feuds and fights, 
a cancelled tour of the United State s. 
walk-outs, tantrums, girlfriend dis- 
tractions. recording studio bust-ups. 
The new album was postponed and 
postponed again. Liam was arrested 
padding along Oxford Street early one 
November morning, allegedly the 
worse for drugs. And so on. 

Butihe inevitable did not ensue: 
each pratfall by some dreamlike 
logic, carried the band to a higher 
place, a securer fame. The only thing 
that kept the papers talking about 
them was the imm inence of their 
demise, yet like martial artists Oasts 
converted all the negative energy and 
denial into affirmation and acclaim. 

At the end of 1996, Oasis are big- 
ger than ever, bigger than anyone 
since The Beatles and The Rolling 
Stones at their peak. They have sold 
15 million records worldwide. Mom- 
■ ing Glory alone has sold eight million. 
In May, they became the fastest-sell- 
ing pop group in histoxy, when half- 
a-mtllton fans telephoned for tickets 
in five minutes. At Knebworth in 
August, where they played two con- 
certs, both to 250,000 fans, and one 
of the concerts was relayed live to 
radio stations in 34 countries, they 
ntade£6m. . 

Alone among their peers. Oasis 
demand comparison with The Beat- 
les. But when The Beatles became 


Oasis after the orgy 



world-famous and then set off op 
their long trajectory towards ulti- 
mate disintegration, everything they 
did was for the first time: they were 
the first band to have long hair, the 
first to fUn with the mystic East, the 
first, to take LSD, the first to have 
problems with their wives. Together 
with the rather different stories gen- 
erated by The Stones, Hendrix, The 
Doors and so on, the myth of pop 
stardom was invented, with every 
conceivable wrinkle from madness 
and murder to boredom and inanity 
already in place. . 

Thirty years on, after tbe whole 
thing has been rehashed over and 
over again, all that remains is to 
repeat what has gone before. That is 


perhaps why the media are so keen 
to see the back of all the new bands 
as quickly as possible - it is the bore- 
dom of it all, the sheer predictability. 
But seeing as there is nothing new to 
be done, seeing as everything has 
already been tried. Oasis hit upon a 
novel solution: do everything that can 
be done, however contradictory and 
irreconcilable, at the same time. 

In this they showed that they have 
the one key qualification for serious 
pop fame, for more important than 
musical ability: they are instinctively 
in tune with the spirit of the age. 

The French sociologist Jean Bau- 
drillard foresaw such a solution to the 
problem of contemporary fame in his 
book The Transparency of Evil (1990). 


What do we do, he asks, “after the 
orgy"? After “the moment when 
modernity exploded upon us, the 
moment of liberation in every 
sphere" - the time, in Philip Larkin’s 
formulation, ushered in by the Lady 
Chatterley trial and The Beatles’ first 
LP. “Now all we can do is simulate the 
orgy, simulate liberation. We may 
pretend to carry on in tbe same 
direction, accelerating, but in reality 
we are accelerating in avoid, because 
ail the goals of liberation are already 
behind us ... We are obliged to replay 
all scenarios precisely because they 
have all taken place already ..." 

In 1996, Oasis have contrived to 
replay all scenarios that are available 
to a pop group. They fight, they kiss. 


they take the celebrity girlfriend 
home to mum; they boast about tak- 
ing drugs, they lend support to a cam- 
paign against drugs; they conspicu- 
ously consume, they give abundantly 
to charity (more than £lm in all); they 
sneer and spit and swear, they turn 
out to play football for a good cause. 
They split, re-form, split, re-form, 
split, re-form - or perhaps they never 
split at all, and it’s just ally rumours. 
In this way, by flying in all directions 
at once, they do what is otherwise 
very difficult these days: they mes- 
merise our attention. 

They also contrive to oversee tbe 
most spookily post-modem develop- 
ment m pop music ever. “Nothing", 
Baudrillard went on to say, “ ... now 
disappears by coming to an end, by 
dying. Instead, things disappear 
through proliferation or contamina- 
tion ... or as a result of tbe epidemic 
of simulation, as a result of their 
transfer into the secondary existence 
of simulation." With uncanny instinct 
Oasis smile benignly at the “epi- 
demic of simulation” that now sur- 
rounds them: a swelling aureola of 
tribute bands. No Way Sis. Oasisn’u 
Oasish, Quoasis and Champagne 
Supernova, to name a few. who wear 
their clothes and play their songs as 
faithfully as possible at more or less 
humble gigs up and down the land. 
The most prominent of them. No Wty 
Sis, now have a record contract of 
their own. It can’t be long before they 
spawn a tribute band of their own. 

At the still centre of all this strange 
and frenzied activity are two working- 
class Mancunians with one eyebrow 
apiece, one of whom, Noel is down 
to earth and clever enough to let the 
whole thing spin on as it must, what- 
ever strange place it may end up in. 

One day, too, he may write a song 
that bears comparison with anything 
on The Beatles* Revolver. But it hasn’t 
happened yeL 


Her fourth 
birthday may 
well be her last, 
but she isn’t ill 



She's poor 


in countnes like the Gambia, one in tour children cbe 
befcm the* fifth birthday. The diseases they suffer tan differ 
Suite cause is aknosi always the same. 

Rwty 

ACTION AID is wnkmg in some at iha poorest areas 
d the world lo end this cycle of despair Helping local 
common mee io provide clean water, education, health, 
nutmkn. lood production and a means to generate (heir 
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Sponsor a ehfld bee Nyana anti youl be helping hat 
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io me Me at a child like Nyana 

Please sponsor a child today, 
j wnw unit rre je*rtBug—fcB»au.wafc 01460 61073. 

taruwEffld in spaoang n. 

OJfca GWeemHrt&MWfwfl 

Gl rent ipemort cMd re* W endcre a gfl it 

nta» 0n» Deo Qss nc 

and sac nr OBfWD. REEPCST 
scee Dad Sows! MMBH. 16580 

mfrAfeste 

MASS 




V 


ACTIONAID 


? * 


v 









14 


obituaries / gazette 




Professor S. 
Herbert Frankel 


S. Herbert Frankel was a Fel- 
low of Nuffield College, Oxford, 
and Professor in the Econom- 
ics of Underdeveloped Coun- 
tries at Oxford University from 
1946 until 1971. Bom in South 
Africa in 1903, he lived a life 
closely intertwined with the 
fate of the British Empire, with 


its triumphant expansion fol- 


lowing the First World War 
and its rapid contraction after 
the Second. 

His father, a German-Jewish 
immigrant, had arrived in Jo- 
hannesburg in 1896; as an “‘en- 
emy alien” had Oed the country 
during Lhe First World War to 
escape internment, leaving his 
wife to bring up the children 
alone from 1915 to 1920; and 
then managed to build up a 
small produce company, fun- 
der the leadership of Frenkel's 
brother, Rudy, this business 
eventually developed into a 
major South African conglom- 
erate. the Tiger Oats and Na- 
tional Milling Company.) 

With an MA from Johan- 
nesburg and a PhD from the 
LSE, Frankel was appointed 
professor of economics at the 
University of Witwatersrand in 
Johannesburg at the age of 28 
and, over the next 15 years, led 
an extraordinarily active life, 
combining the roles of acade- 
mic economist, economic ad- 
viser and social critic. It was in 
this period that he formed that 
complex of beliefe to which he 
would remain firmly loyal there- 


srand was Helen Suzman, in fu- 
ture years to become the leader 
of the anti-apartheid Progressive 
Party, and who always remained 
a dose friend. 

It was during his South 
African years that Frankel first 
began to serve frequently as a 
member of official inquiry com- 
missions - a duty that took up 
much ofhis time throughout the 
1940s and 1950s. He was cer- 
tainly well aware that the reports 
arduously produced by such 
inquiries were most often fat- 
ed to be ignored and shelved. 
But one could not besure, and 
the work suited his tempera- 
ment perfectly, taking him out 
of the ivory tower and into the 
workplace and the farm, to the 
homes of district commission- 
ers and to meetings with tribal 
chiefs, across the vast stretch-, 
es of the African continent. 

He enjoyed the give-and- 
take of the committees and the 
challenge of hammering out a 
consensus among the members. 
Mention can be made of three 


after, regardless of changing 
J political 


academic fashions and politic 
constellations. 

To ensure both economic 
growth and public welfare, he 
always maintained, it was es- 
sential that governments en- 
courage an environment - 
political, social, cultural - in 
which private enterprise, indi- 
vidual initiative ana capital ac- 
cumulation could freely develop 
at every level of society. This 
credo, of course, put him at 
odds not only with various mo- 
nopolistic enterprises (the rail- 
way company, for example), 
but also with the entire system 
of racial discrimination which, 
even before the official estab- 
lishment of apartheid in 1948, 



oould share common ground 
with fellow academics, Frankel 
in 1950 became a member of the 
Mont Pelerin Society (FA. 
Hayek and Milton Friedman 
were among its members); and 
for some years he served as a 
visiting professor at the Uni- 
versity of Virginia where the 
economics department, under 
the direction of Rferren Nutter 
(later an Assistant Secretary 
of Defence in the Reagan 
administration), was conserva- 
tively - or as Frankel would have 
preferred it, “liberally” - 
inclined. In his autobiography, 
An Economist's Testimony 
(1992), Frankel expressed reg 
that over the years the philoso- 
phers and historians had large- 
ly dropped out of the Mont 
Pelerin Society, leaving it to the 
economists. And much of his 
own writing in later years strad- 
dled these various disciplines, 
most notably perhaps his Mon- 
ey: two philosophies (the conflict 
of trust and authority) (1977) and 
Money and Liberty (1980). 

In Oxford, he found his most 
congenial settings first 
Nuffield College, where he felt 
able to contribute actively to the 
development of what was then 
(just after the war) a still very 
new institution (and indeed 
still not built); and second - 
after his retirement in 1971 - in 
the Oxford Centre for Post- 
graduate Hebrew SLudies. 
Here, too, he enjoyed the chal- 



£ 


Designs which emphasise visual, rather than textual, solutions to problem solving: above, book fltustratton from Listen! Listen! (1970) 


Paul Rand 


Frankel: money and tiberty 


denied the vast majority of the 
population in South - 


i Africa any 
chance of advancement. 

Frankel developed his views 
in a series of books - Co- 


operation and Competition in 
the Mt 


Marketing of Mate in South 


Africa (1926); Railway Policy of 
(1928); and Capi- 
tal Investment in Afric 


South Africa 


; and 
its course 
and effects (1938): as an eco- 
nomic adviser over a 20-ycar pe- 
riod to the South African 
statesman and liberal, Jan 
Hofmeyr (Minister of Finance 
during the Second World War 
under General Smuts); and as a 
founding editor of the Forum, a 
weekly committed to the grad- 
ual destruction of race barriers, 
speaking (as Frankel put it) for 
“the conscience of South 
Africa". As a member of Hof- 
meyr' s inner circle, Frankel 
wrote for and helped produce 
Coming of Ag/e ( 1930), a collec- 
tion of articles on the future of 
South Africa which called for a 


“political system [built] not upon 
the treacherous basis of; 


among man y such m mmwea nng 
the Committee on Miners’ Ph- 
thisis (1941) which recom- 
mended - in vain - a system of 
serial insurance based on loss of 
earnings; the working party on 
the East African groundnut 
scheme 0950], which success- 
fully called for the project’s 
abandonment; and the Royal 
Commission on East Africa 
(1953-55) which, among other 
things, recommended the grad- 
ual replacement of tribal by in- 
dividual land tenure. 

It was something of an irony 
that with his move to 5 lgland 
immediately after lb Second 
World W&r, Frankel c ace again 
found himself in a rither em- 
battled position - the same sys- 
tem of beliefs which had made 
him a critic of incipient 
apartheid now led to his relative 
isolation among Oxford econo- 
mists, who tended to see in him 
if not a downright reactionary, 
then at least an anachronistic 
colonial. He remained the scep- 
tic at a time when the take-off 
of underdeveloped countries 
was widely understood in terms 
of econometric models, central 
planning, massive inputs of aid 
and the extrapolation of growth 
rates. 

Development in the Third 
World, Frankel insisted, de- 
pended not so much on the ap- 
plication of general theories as 
on the specific cultural, social 
and economic heritage of a 
given country, on its ability to 


ford has become an important 
centre of Jewish studies. 

By no means an observant 
Jew, Frankel was done the less 
committed to the ideas of Jew- 
Ui peoplehood and he dated his 
Zionist beliefs back to the First 
World War. In 1936, he went to 
Jerusalem to help Chaim Weiz- 
mann prepare the evidence to 
be presented by the Jewish 
Agency to the Royal Commis- 
sion on Palestine chaired by Earl 
Peel (it eventually recom- 
mended partition of the coun- 
try). Of his draft report, Frankel 
later wrote self-deprecatingly 
that Lewis Namier, another 
adviser, “reduced what I bad 
written by a half without the 
omission of a single idea”. 

During and immediately af- 
ter the Second World War, 
Frankel did much to safeguard 
the infant diamoud-cuttingpro- 
duction in Palestine and Israel, 
now a major export industry. 

Herbert Frankel was a man 
of great charm: a natural racon- 
teur, with a remarkable mem- 
ory for a telling anecdote from 
his varied life. He made friends 
easily and from all walks of life; 
and his friendships were long- 
lasting. For many years the 
home of Herbert and his wife, 
Use, on Hinksey Hill, Oxford, 
was a centre of hospitality for 
colleagues, students, friends 
and family. In recent years, he 
continued to follow events 
closely and to keep his spirits 
high. He found a certain satis- 
faction in the respective 
achievements of Nelson Man- 
dela and Margaret Thatcher. 

Jona than Frankel 


Paul Rand was one of the most 
influential graphic designers of 
the 20th century. Although he 
is not widely known to the pub- 
lic, his work is universally and 
instantly recognisable - in par- 
ticular the enduring logotypes 
he designed over the past 40 
years for leading US corpora- 


tions such as IBM and Apple. 

>14 in 


Rand was tom in 1914 in 
Brooklyn, New York. He stud- 
ied at the Pratt Institute (1929- 
32), Parsons School of Design 
(1932-33) and was taught by the 
graphic artist George Grosz at 
the Arts Student League (1933- 
34). F.gta Wishing his own studio 
in 1935, he was amongst the first 
to initiate what would become 
design consultancy.- He em- 
phasised the importance of the 
visual element in projecting an 


dominant means of conveying 
these messages; and with tto vi- 
sual element, the crarial role of 
the graphic designer. 

By 1937, aged onty 23, be had 
achieved the position of art di- 
rector of both Esquire and Ap- 
parel arts magazines. 

His studies into the European 
avant-garde art movements 
(among them Cubism, De 
StijL, Constructivism, and the 
Bauhaus) significantly influ- 
enced these early years and his 
adaptation of their principles, 
combined with the inspiration 
he derived from American cul- 
ture, developed into a highly in- 
dividual graphic style. Montage, 


idea or identity, where previ- 
' id t 


ously text had been the pre- 



Rancfc the first guru of design' 


and typography all found a 
place in his designs, which em- 
phasised visual, rather than 
textual, solutions to problem 
solving. His sharp creative abil- 
ity and skilful reading of how 
design should communicate 
through its content led him to 
become widely influential whilst 
still in his twenties. 

From 1941 to 1954 Rand 
worked for the William EL 
Weintxaub advertising agency, 
where be applied bis formida- 
ble design approach to adver- 
tisements. Collaborating with 
die copywriter Bill Bembach he 
developed the integration of de- 
sign and copy into a model of 
the “creative team” approach - 
bringing together a group of 
people to exchange ideas - and 
thus anticipated a move that 


would change the face of ad- 
vertising in the post-war years. . 

During the 1950s, when 
graphic design truly evolved, 
with an explosion in the worlds 
of television, p ublishing and 
corporate identity, Rand was 
one of the designers who be- 
came a seminal figure. From - 
1955 he freelanced, becoming 
a graphic consultant to leading 
US companies, and his .work 
had a huge influence on the de- 
velopment of company corpo- 
rate Meatfly and its application. 
IBM, Cummins Engine' Com- 
pany, Westingbouse, United 
Parcel Service, ABC Televi- 
sion: all benefited from his 
crisp, dear, concise logotypes. 

His other important contri- 
bution to design was in educa- 
tion - he was appointed 
Professor of Graphic Design at 
Yale in 1956 and continued to 
lecture there for the following 
36 years. His book Thoutfits on 
Design (1946), illustrated with 
examples of his work, is re- 
garded as a dassic text on 
graphics, influential on succes- 
sive generations of designers- . ; 

This legacy can be seen in the 
work of many of today's emi- 
nent designers. Alan Fletcher 
(one of the founding members 
of Pentagram, the design group) 
considers Paul Rand to be “the 
first guru of design”; Rand 
gave Fletcher, as a young de- 
signer, his first freelance work 
in the United States, for IBM. 

1 was introduced to Rand’s 



Crisp; cfc— ro ondae logos for 
Apple (above) and ffiM (below) 



work whilea student, tty a col- 
lege tutor, Richard McConnell 
(whose brother, the outstand- 
ing designer John McConnell, 
of Pentagram, is undoubtedly a 
disciple of Rand’s “ideas” ap- 
proach to graphics). What ex- 
cited me about it was that the 
derigns were concerned with 
ideas and content, not just tech- 
nique. This was design that en- 
compassed both simplicity and 
clarity of message, by aesthet- 
ic ana intellectual means, and 
which surpassed any notion of 
fashion. 

It was through my own writ- 
ings on design, which he en- 
couraged, that I established a 


Paul Rand, graphic designer: 
bom Brooklyn, New York 1914: 


Professor of Graphic Design, 
1956-92; i 


Sir Laurens van der Post 


Though his health was failing 
rapidly. Sir Laurens van der Post 
led a typically fast-paced life 
right through the final months 
of his 90th year, writes Robert 
Hinshaw [further to the obitu- 
ary by Jean-Marc Fottiez. 17 


sectional 
interest but upon the broad and 
sure foundation of a common 
civilisation”. One of Frenkel's 
contributions (co-authored) to 
the hook was characteristically 
».ui “The Poor White and Na- 
Among his students and 
later colleagues, ai Witwater- 


apply an equitable and stable 


SaBy Herbert Frankel, economist: 
bom 22 November 1903; Pro- 


Decemberl. 

3DI 


in equ 

system of finance and law en- fessor of Economics, Uniwmty 


force merit. Or as he himself put - of Witwatersrand, Joltarmesburg 
it: “Those who would wish to de- 1931-46; Professor in the Eco- 


velop Africa must hasten slow- 
ly, working with nature and 
not against it.” Or again: “Eco- 
nomic progress results from 
the curbing of political power.” 

Looking for forums where he 


nomics of Underdeveloped 
Countries, Oxford University 
1946-71 (Emeritus); married 
1928 Use Frankel (one son, one 
daughter); died 12 December 
1996. 


September saw him jour- 
neying to the Rocky Mountain 
heights of Boulder, Colorado, 
for the “Laurens van der Post 
Festival”, four days and 
evenings of his films, and daily 
addresses to a thousand atten- 
dees on the subjects of Africa 
and bis friend Carl Jung, the 
great Swiss psychologist, and 
reminiscences of the Blooms- 


bury Group here in London of 
which he had been a part Boul- 
der also marked the premiere 
ofa biographical film of Sir Lau- 
rens, Hasten Slowly , by Michael 
Lenile. 

Back in London, be launched 
his new book, The Admiral's 
Baby , with reading?, signings 
and interviews, followed short- 
ly thereafter by a journey to one 
of his favourite “homes away 
from home”, Zurich, where he 
was honoured with an award. 

Sir Laurens was generous in 

and^^turaedro^’ his friends 
and acquaintances frequently in 
times of need. When one ofhis 


very closest friends, CA. Meier, 
lay dying in Zurich last year, van 
der Post, in pain and poor 
health himself, made three jour- 
neys to Switzerland to comfort 
Meier in his final weeks. 

Without being overly nostal- 
gic, he loved to relate the his- 


tory of places, buildings and 
aer frie 


people to his younger friends, 
or to take them to a restaurant 
serving traditional English fare. 
He seemed to know every build- 
ing on every road in Chelsea, 
and to travel his back-street 
routes and hear his stories 
along the way was always a spe- 
cial treat. 

Though not a regular church- 


goer he was a thoroughly reli- 
gious man. In the past IS years, 
his own most treasured ritual 
.was to travel to the Cathedral 
of St John the Divine in New 
York City- “my parish church", 
as he loved to call it - to deliv- 
er the sermon on the Fourth 
Advent Sunday. 

Alas, most ofhis future pro- 
jects win never be realised, but 
one that will is The Rock Rab- 
bit and the Rainbow - Laurens 
van der Post amongfriends (Dai- 
raon, Einaedeln, 1997): origi- 
nally conceived as a Festschrift, 
it evolved in the course of the 


that now indudes several ofhis 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


DORMER: PcWr Andrew, much- loved 
huMvmtl of Jane, son of Trudy, sister 
ol J.'inct. .uhl son-in-Lm 1 cH John and 
XIart. died at borne on 24 December, 
jgeil 4 \ after alone dines*. Funeral 
.it Si Giles. Cnpptasilc. the Barbican 
< corner o! Fiore &reci and Wood 
Street). London, at 1 lain. Fndav 3 
Jjraury. fuBoacd on Saturday by a 
family initial in NiwiulL. Family flow- 
ers. Unutmuifiksitnl id .Vmncstv 
International or XSPCC, 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


HOAR: Graham Pelts. A memorial scr- 
<.iee nill lake place on Thursday In 
January l 1 *". at St Bride's Church. 
London, at 12 noon. la celebrate the 
life of Graham, aha died tragically on 
r October !•**>. 


■\iunnmecmcnte for Cantu BIRTHS. 
MXRRIAflES & DEATHS I Births, 
Vdnptiaiu. Marriages, Deaths. Mono, 
rial semen. Wedding mufrcK'arfcs, In 
Memorials) should be sent hi miring 
Id the Grade Editon The Independent, 
1 Canada Square. Canary Wluut Loo- 
diin EI4 5DL. telephoned to 0171-293 
2A1I 1 24- hour answering ma c hine 
0171-293 20121 or bwd to 0171-293 
20IU. and are charged or SAS 0 a line 
tVAT rural. 


Changing of the Guard 
The ll«u>cfenld Co* ally MiOiniev! Regi 
ment mnunis (he Queen 1 , Lift. - Gaud ai 
Uaesc Gunh, Hanr, 14 BoIUIum The 
Ravel Re^mrmt of Wales maunr. the 
Queen'' Guard, .it Burt Ingham futace. 
I l-Vam, band pnnttlwl by (he Grenadier 
Orurd* 


Birthdays 

Mr Arnold Allen, former chairman, 
UK Atomic Energy Authority, 71 Mr 
Gordon Banks, footballer. 59; Mr 
David Bedford, athlete, 47; Profes- 
sor Sir Roy Caine, surgeon and im- 
munolagisi, 66; Mr Anthony Cripps 
QC. 83; Mr Geraint Davies, con- 
troller. BBC Wales, S3; Mr Bo Did- 
dley. singer, composer and guitarist. 
68; General Sir David Fraser, former 
UK representative to Nato. 76; Sir 
.Archibald Hamilton MP, 55; Lord 
Harvington, former deputy Speaker. 
House of Commons, 89; Sir John 
Houghton, former chief executive, 
the Meteorological Office, 65; Lord 
Hawick ol Glendale, a former man- 
aging director. Baring Bros, 59; 
Dame Rosalinda Harley, microbiol- 
ogist, 67; Mr Mark Kaplan, violinist. 
43: The Right Rev Peter Noll. Bish- 
op of Norwich, b3: Mrs Gwendolen 
Randall, Head, Framlingham Col- 
lege. 46: Sir Albert Robinson, former 
High Commissioner in the UK for 
Rhodesia and Nyusakud, SI; Mr 
Nick Skelton, show jumper, 39; Lord 
Terringion. former member of the 
Stock Exchange, '81; Miss Tracey U1I- 
rcun acUex*, and comedienne, 37; Mr 
David G. Wadsworth, Chief Educa- 
tion Officer (or Bedlnrdshire, 52; Sir 
David WDlcocki former director. 
Royal College of Music. 77; Mr Clif- 
ford Williams, former associate di- 
rector, The Ruy.il Shakespeare 
company. 70. 


Leslie Poles Hartley, novelist, 1895: 
Sir Carol Reed, film director, 1906. 
Deaths: Richard. Duke of York, 
killed, 1460; Pope Innocent K. 1591; 
John Turbcrvflk Needham, priest and 
scientist, 1781; Amelia Jenks 
Bloomer, social reformer, 1894; 
Grigori Yefimovich Rasputin, peas- 
ant and mystic, murdered 1916: Re- 
main Rolland, author, 1944; Maurice 
Denton Welch, novelist and artist, 
194S; Trygve Halvdan Lie. first sec- 
rciaiy-gcneral of the United Nations, 
l q 68: Richard Charles Rodgers, 
composer. 1979. On this day; the 
Yorkists suffered a defeat at lhe Bat- 
tle of Wakefield, 1460: Sdndhiah, 
Maharajah of Gwalior, submitted to 
the British. 1803; Gilbert and Sulli- 
van’s opera The Pinna of Penzance 
had i Is first performance at Paignton, 
Devon. 1S79; Paul Kruger declared 
the Transvaal to be a republic, and 
became the first president, 1880; Zu- 
lulund was annexed to Natal, 1897* 
France transferred sovereignty to 
Vietnam, 1949. Today is lhe Feast 
Day of St Anysia, St Anysius, St E.g- 
vrin and St Sabin us of Spuleio. 


Builders' Company 
The following have been installed os 
officers of the Worshipful Company 
of Builders: 


Cbnaian Training Centre iCrnwtinhO in 

Pnphf "IfrlffltKpp. 

Tth: Rev Dr Wffliam Bricriey. Acutaiu Cu- 
rate. Amerdram with Cokshfll: to be Ham Vic- 
ar (ikagpatc) in the Wheatley Tfcam MansUy 
(Oxford). 

Tbc Rev Unor Davies. Assistant Curate 
I NS Ml. Wmsloa aha Honorary Assurant 
duflain. Courtiers of Chester Hospital 
(Chester). 

The Rev Kerry Emmett. Rector, Ravenstooe 
and Svwmungi-q, to be aha Run! Dean. Ate- 
ley Sooth (Leicester). 

The Rev David Fdri. Vicar. Gnnfs: to bo abo 
Pnest-ra-L'hargc, Runcorn Holy Utility 
(Chester). 

Canon Kenneth Haim, retired: has been 
Pncfl-m-chargc (NSML Ashton Hayes since 
1 December IW (Chester). 

The Rev David Meokm. Prceen lor. Sacrin and 
Minor Coma. Durham Cathedral: to be Vic- 
ar, Rytopc iDuifasnV 
Tbc Rev Harry Stratum, Vicar. Roman 
Holy Ihniqri to he War, Lonncfc Grata) 
I Chester). 

The Rev Dand Tbtfor, Assistant Curate, 
Cbeade Holme All Saints: lo be War. Mao- 
dtsDdil Si John (Chester). 

The Rev Stanley VKtUcr. Vicar. Seacomhe: to 
be Chaplain. Cheshire Coudy Cadet Force 
and Assistant Curate. Lachc-cwn-Sahacy 
(Chester). 

The Rev Door Wjuod. Assistant Come, 
Grange: to he ottn Anstam Curate. Runcorn 
Holy THmty iQustCT). 

The Rev David Weir, Aswan! Curate. West 
Leigh St Alban and Warren Park SI Onrcitn 
be Assuan Curate Wot Leigh St Alban 
(Rprbmooih). 


RESIGNATIONS 
and RETIREMENTS 


Maser. Mr David Bedford. Senior Warden. 
Mr John Rarowdl: Junior Warden, Mr Shaua 
Tits rag. 


Anniversaries 


Births: John Philips, poet, 1676; 
Heinrich K^ri CbeU, jurist musician 
nnd cumposer. 1775: Heinrich Ger- 
nxT. punofone teuelwT and theorist 
1837; Joseph Rudyanl Kipling, au- 
thor and pocl, 1565: Simon Guggen- 
heim. *:na[ur and philanthropist, 
1867: Stephen Butter Leacock, hu- 
morous author and economist 1869; 


Church appointments 

The following appointments have 
been announced by (he Church of 
England: 


The Res Mult Abrey. Awtam Curate, West 
Dob? St Moit. lobe PncstHawdhaip^ AnfieU 
bt Margaret, and Chaplain. Abler Hty Clui- 
tiKii's Hn^inri l Lncrpmdl. 

Canon Bernard Bober. Cunic-tiKhai£c, 
Rjsk St lames Proprietary Chapel 

I H vumoutht; lu bu un the sun ar the Anon 


The Rev Andrew Burnet. Vicar, Btsher aad 
Wiflrth (Uncotnk to retire 31 Jammy 1997. 
The Rev Robert (Jim) Gyton, Pnea-m- 
charge. Caulr Acre with Newton, Rnotham 
and SmtUiacn! (Norwich It to retire 31 Janu- 
ary 1W7. 

Canod John HcriJuta. View, Detnnead AS 
Sam fc (ftmsraouib); to mire I June 1997. 
The Rev Rail MoScnon. Vkar. Hciprmgham 
with Hale (Lincoln); u> mire 31 March 1997. 
The Ret Raymond Parson, Vteur, OM dec 
lfotyThmlv oad Si Mary tbe Virpn (Lincoln); 
m [core 3)- January 1997. 

The Rev John Mterd, Vkar, MafttentaulSf 
fcier (Oriortj: to retire. 

The Ptv tvifiima Wifcams. Vkar. Ifctmby ud 
PntaHa-charjx, Wntotna with EartanTMfl 
StOKriua ml Honey (Nnmidi): retired 1 De- 
cember TO. 


Bringing heaven down to earth 


Christmas for me is not an occasion for 
discussion or debate. It is a time for con- 
templation and wonder. We enter into its 
meaning and mystery, it seems to me. not 
so much by thinking and talking about it 
as by the act of attention. 

Consider the means Itywhicfa, for most 
of us, Christmas has entered into our mind 
and imagination. Not by discussion or the 
reading of theological books, but by the 
telling and hearing of stories, by nativity 


Meanings of 
Christinas 


sience are we to lay hold of the eternal? 


The saving mystery of Christmas lies in 
this, that the Word ol 


plays, by poetry, by the repetition of £a- 
by looking at pic- 


miliar carob and hymns, by 
turns of the Virgin Mother and her Chfld. 

None of these describes the mystery of 
Christmas in a way that is either literal or 
exhaustive. AD are more or less allusive 
or symbolic. They work on os less tty use 
of the discursive intellect (though reason 
is not excluded) than tty attention and 

imagin ation. 

1 can read a story or look at a picture 
with or without attention,. If I look for a 
moment and then look away, it does noth- 
ing to me. But if I listen to the story or 
watch the drama or look at the picture with 
sustained attention, and if the story or die 
drama or the picture has inherent pow- 
er, then I shall be changed. 

The sloiy of Christmas has such pow- 
er. Attention to such a story is insepara- 
ble from wonder, and wonder from love, 
and love from transformation. As the mys- 
tery enters my heart, or os 1 enter into the 
mystery, I find words with which to speak 
of it less and less adequate. As a wise man 
said long ago, we come at God not by ’ 
knowing but by loving. And no one can 
love without being changed. 

What is the heart of this b 


The stoiy of the birth of 
Christ has the power to change 
those who contemplate it. 
The Right Rev Mark Santer, 
Bishop of Birmingham, 
explains why. 


Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us, (and we beheld ids glory, the 
glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther,) full of grace and truth." There is a 
paradox here, as we can see by looking 
back at the prophet Isaiah: 

A voice says, “Cry!" 

And I said, “Whai shall I cry?" 

AU flesh is grass, 


, of God has become 

flesh, the eternal has revealed itself in the 
transient Heaven has come down to 
earth and if we want to find heaven, the 
place to look for it is at our feeL where 
the child lies ini the straw. There we see 
the wonder of the infant Word (literally, 
the Word that cannot speak) - as Bishop 
- Lancelot Andrewes jrut it in the sermon 
he preached before Kmg James 1 on Christ- 
mas Day 1618: “ Indeed! eveiy word is here 
a wonder ... verbum tnfans, the Ward with- 
out a word; the eternal Word not able to 
speak a word; a wonder sure.” 

Andrewes goes on to consider the 
swaddling clothes, the crib and the 
stable. So low has the Lord come. “For a 


stable is a place for beasts, not for Men. 
“fell 


and all its beamy is like the flower 
of the field. 


; transforming 


The grass withers, the flower fades; • 

whereas the Word of God is eternal, the 
same yesterday, today and for ever. 
Human flesh is like grass. It grows out of 
the earth, it flowers for a day, and then 
returns to the" earth' from which it tame.' 
“Dust to dust, earth to earth, ashes to ash- 
es." The day of our birth is the first step 
onttowaytoourfui^raLHowinonrtran- 


So low. Well may this be said to be a sign, 
in this sense, to wonder at If it be well 
looked into, it is able to strike any man 
into ecstasy." 

So here is the wonder the eternal which 
makes itself present in time, the om- 
nipresent in a limited space, the immor- 
tal in immortality, greatness in simplicity, 
the glories of heaven in the dirt and dung 
of a stable. There is nowhere else to look 
for him and, if we look elsewhere, we shall 
not find him. 

Why then is he here, this infant, this un- 
speaking Word? To point the way to 
heaven, which is beyond all words. Why 
is he here, this Word become flesh? To 
bring heaven down to earth, so that we, 
who bekmg to earth, may find ourselves 
in heaven. 

That is the wonder of Christinas. 
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friendship and correspondence 
with Rand over several years. 
He was unceasingly inauisitive 
about design in the UK (or Mer- 
ry England, as he called it) and 
any thing related to design. His 
sharp wit, anecdotes and in- 
valuable advice were a revela- 
tion to me. For a man in his 
seventies his acute perception 
of the world was that of a man 
of half his age. 

In his later years Rand be- 
came increasingly disaffected 
with the vacuousness of much 
of contemporary graphic design, 
a subject for which he found ex- 
presaon In his brilliant book De- 
sign. Form and Chaos (1994). In 
it he wrote: “The absence of re- 
straint, the equation of sim- 
plicity with shallowness, 
complexity with depth of un- 
derstanding and obscurity with 
innovations, distinguishes Lhe 
work of these times." 

The last time we spoke, only 
a few days before he died, he was. 
as ever, looking to the future; the 
planning of a retrospective ex- 
hibition of his work to be held 
in New Yoric and the publication 
ofhis latest book, From Lascaia 
to Brooklyn (1996). 

Patrick Argent 
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Yale University 1956-92; married 
Marion Swannie (one datigfucr); 
died Norwalk, Connecticut 26 
November 1996. 


own recent essays, letters and 
late thoughts (expected publi- 
cation date, February 1997). 


The last book by Sir Laurens 
van der Post, mites Gopinder 
Panesar, was not as stated The 
Admiral's Baby but The Secret 
Rhvr, the- retelling of a pan- 
African myth - and Sir Lau- 
rens’s only children's picture 
book. It was published tty Bare- 
foot Booksjust a few weeks ago, 
and was of special significance 
to Sir Laurens, who recalled 
how in Africa his close friend 
TG Robertson had often de- 
scribed him as “one of tbe Iasi 
of the barefoot boys". 
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The big winners and losers in roller-coaster world of junior markets 


The backers of the City's two 
junior share markets must be 
pleased with themselves. AIM 
and Ofex have suffered only oc- 
casional hiccups and avoided 
the run of disasters predicted 
in so many quarters. 

Of course, the two markets 
are chalk and cheese. AIM, or 
the Alternative Investment 
Market, is the creation of the 
Stock Exchange; Ofex is the 
brainchild of an old-fashioned, 
highly experienced jobber, 
John Jenkins. ’ 

They evolved from the 
demise of two Stock Exchange- 
sponsored markets. AIM was 
seen as the successor to the old 
and for a long time successful 
Unlisted Securities Market 
and Ofex appeared because of 
a decision to axe the old 4.2 
matched bargains market. 

It could be argued that Brus- 
sels influences tolled the USM 
and the Stock Exchange was 
merely making the best ofa bad 
job by introducing AIM as a 
replacement. 


After a hesitant start, with a 
handful of constituents, it blos- 
somed beyond the belief of 
even its greatest supporters 
and is nudging around 300 
socks- It has also remained free 
from any large calamity. 

This month Greenhills, a 
restaurant group, acquired the 
dubious distinct! era of being its 
first casualty although the 
whereabouts of Firecrest, 
which lost its Hsting when its 
two sponsors retired, must be 
causing anxiety among its 
shareholders. 

The last word was Firecrest 
could be the subject of a take- 
overbid from a US group with 
a share-trading facility. 

Firecrest, vouch is in such 
glamorous activities as multi- 
media and Internet products, 
packed more into its brief, 
bizarre AIM existence than 
many fully quoted shares man- 
age m decades. 

It was boom and bast, with 
the shares enjoying a volatile 
existence. The roller-coaster 


tide went from extremes of 37p 
to 200p. Just how much arty 
takeover bid will be worth 
must be a matter of conjecture. 
There has even been talk of 
330p a share. 

A number of other AIM 
companies are suspended but 
there seem reasona b le hopes 
the shares wiD return to mar- 
ket, although shareholder di- 
lution looks likely. . 

The successes of the junior 
market inclu de Abacus Re- 
cruitment, Surrey Free Inns 
and Fan Andean Resources. 

Abacus is standing at an 
84_5p peak after a dramatic 
profits recovery. It was founded 
as an accountancy agency but 
has spread into such activities 
as providing catering staff 

Surrey Free Inns, at a 412p 
peak, has scored a hh with its 
UttenHeesupexpubs concept. 
It is seen as vulnerable to a 
takeover strike, with Regent 
Irmi and Yates Brothers Wine 
Lodges the mostly likely 
predators. 
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Pan Andean, despite the 
shock of a dxy well which the 
world and its dog had regarded 
as a surefire success, can still 
muster a ride from 17 Jp to 



51.5p. Mind you, when the ex- 
citement over its Bolivian in- 
volvement was at its peak, the 
shares soared to 135J5p- 

The big successes on Ofex in- 
clude Display IT Holdings, 
which has produced a rival to 
the Reuters financial screens, 
Motion Media, with video Tele- 
phones, and Robotic Tech- 
nology, with robot grinding 
systems. 

It is not surprising that such 
a lightly regulated market has 
suffered a few highly forget- 
table experiences. SyNet, sup- 
plying vehicle information 
systems, had an unbelievable 
run - and that is exactly what 
it turned oar to be. 

The shares romped from 
27-5p to 275p when it was 


about to move to AIM. But 
then the AIM move failed to 
materialise as questions were 
asked about the rampant Ofex 
share price. Ofex then decid- 
ed to suspend the shares. 

The AIM float was geared to 
raising £2m. The company has 
since made a £2m debenture is- 
sue and drawn down £900,000. 
It is now talking about further 
cash-raising winch will involve 
a rights issue and another 
debenture. 

Services Direct is another 
Ofex casualty. Joint adminis- 
trators have put together a 
rescue package for the dtm care 

group. The shares remain sus- 
pended at 60p. 

Woodstock, a pubs and 
restaurants group, is also sus- 
pended. It was floated by stock- 
broker Austin Friars Securities 
at 20p in July when it pulled in 
£600,000. The company then 
consisted of around 45 pubs 
and a pub restaurant, the 
Blenheim at St John’s Wbod in 
London. 


In November the shares, 
down to 15p, were suspended. 
Woodstock’s board, it was 
Slated, had **recently become 
aware of certain financial 
irregularities* within its 
Kingston Inn offshoot. Then 
came the bombshell- Wood- 
stock said Kingston had de- 
faulted on its obligations to 
Bass, the brewing giant, which 
had put in a receiver. The 
restaurant arm, it was stated, 
continued to trade satisfacto- 
rily. Group chair man Richard 
Flatau resigned. 

The company promised a 
“further detailed announce- 
ment in the way near future 
prior to a resumption in the 
trading of the Shares”. 

For a business to run into 
such problems ab quickly after 
its Ofex launch i^ist be of con- 
siderable c on cetti to Mr Jenk- 
ins and his team. The Ofex 
coatingnu and sponsors Austin 
Friars Seauritiesmay also care 
to ponder that investors who 
supported tbe flotation have yet 


to hear a word directly from 
Woodstock. 

The announcements chron- 
icling the problems have been 
made on the Ofex screen and 
through newspapers, such as 
The Independent. It is time the 
company explained itself to 
shareholders who, among 
other things, remain unaware 
of the identity of the new 
chairman, whether anything 
will be salvaged from the 
Kingston problems, what im- 
pact they will have on the 
other pan of the group and 
how such a disaster can over- 
whelm a company so quickly 
after professionals have pored 
over its prospectus figures. 

Let’s hope Ofex and Austin 
Friars Securities insist Wood- 
stock writes to shareholders 
sotxt.lt would be a pity if a few 
poor performers arc allowed to 
tarnish a market which is well 
run and serves the useful pur- 
pose ofproviding a share trad- 
ing facility for many firms the 
Exchange choses to ignore. 
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OFT turns up heat over 




Sue SI ip man: important to 
stamp out the cowboys' 


Chris Godsmark 

Business Correspondent 

The gas and electricity industry 
regulators are facing pressure 
from the Office of Fair Trading 
to come up with a tough 
enforceable code of practice 
aimed at stamping out dubious 
sales tactics by rival suppliers in 
the move towards full domestic 
competition planned for 1998. 

The OFX the UK’s overall 
competition watchdog, is to 
bring together the g3S watchdog. 
Ofgas. and its counterpart in the 
electricity industry. Offer, at a 
private conference in January to 
discuss how a binding joint 


code could be developed. The 
move follows pressure from 
the Gas Consumers Council to 
replace a controversial voluntary 
code produced by the gas in- 
dustry, which even some inde- 
pendent suppliers have claimed 
was too weak. 

It comes as weeks before the 
second large trial of household 
gas competition begins in the 
south of England. Some 15 mil- 
lion homes will be able to 
choose an alternative supplier 
to British Gas for the first time 
in Dorset, the former county of 
Avon, Kent and Sussex. 

Sue Sliproan, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council 


(GCC), said she believed dare 


that Olgas 
should play a bigger role in 
developing and policing an en- 
forceable code of conduct. 

Previously- Ms Spottiswoode 
has argued that marketing was 
a matter for the OFT and local 
trading standards officers. 
However Professor Stephen 
Littlecfafld, the electricity watch- 
dog, is already believed to be in 
fevoorof a tending code of prac- 
tice, with Offer as the enforce- 
ment agency. 

Ms Slipman explained: “I 
think it’s now imperative that we 

have an enforceable code to put 


the public’s mind at rest and.-.' 

WtToeed tosoriU this thing out 
before the second, phase of 
competition comes in." 

.Eastern Gas, part of the 
Hanson group, recently faced 
criticism from the GCC and Of- 
gas following complaints about 
its doorstep marketing tactics in 
Kent Some representatives of 
the company had allegedly told 
potential customers that British 
Gas was chan g in g its name to 

■'Eastern”. 

One independent domestic 
supplier competing in the trials, 
Calortex, has so far refused to 
sgn up to a voluntary code of 


QU the grounds tbiath 
oes not go far enough. 
Another, Amerada Hess, has 
backed the GCC in pushing for 
a much tougher legally en- 
forceable code. . 

"■.Ofgas said the - issue 
depended on the outcome of 
the OFT conference in the new 
year. “We’re concerned that 
competition is being introduced 
fairly and that customers are pot 
being hoodwinked. But you 
should wait and see what hap- 
pens at the Office of Fair Trad- 
ing conference. I’m hot saying 
we won’t take a stronger Ene bat 
we are not ready to do that at 
the moment.” 


. r Xgag k irnHw a ttarif fmm hig 

industrial gas customers over a 
separate industry code of prac- 
tice which suggests it will take 
much longer to change from 
one supplier to anothenA copy 
oftfae ratemal code, sesrby The 
Independent, says the process of 

changing suppliers is likely to 
take three months. . ' 

A spokeswoman for the En- 
ergy Intensive Uses Group, 
with representatives including 
IQ and British Steel, said: 
"This is just unacceptable. The 


leof practice because tilings 
are in such a mess, but haven’t Clare Spottiswoode: Ofgas 
consulted companies about it.” should have a bigger role 



Firms face 
sanctions 
over pensions 


Nic CJcutti 


Thousands of small and 
medium-sized firms could face 
fines and other legal sanctions 
through failing to implement 
provisions within the new Pen- 
sions Act in April 1997, a lead- 
ing firm of benefit consultants 
warned yesterday. 

Among the most common 
likely problems will be the fail- 
ure to give members the option 
to nominate trustees, to appoint 
auditors to pension schemes, 
maintain up-to-date accounts 
and keep separate bank ac- 
counts for trustees. 

Johnstone Douglas, a pay 
and benefits firm which advises 
companies on how to convert 
their pension funds from final- 
salary to money-purchase 
schemes, yesterday blamed lack 
of time for the problem. 

But Doug Johnstone, the 
company's managing director, 
added that he was concerned at 
the low levels of understanding 
by many firms of the changes 
that need to be implemented 
when the Pensions Act comes 
into force. 

He said: “From our own ex- 
perience, we believe that almost 
90 per cent of small and medi- 
um-sized firms have not yet 
taken advice on the implications 
of the new legislation, and sim- 
ply do not understand what 
needs to be done. 

“There is a real danger that 
they are going to fail to comply 
by default This will potentially 
affect many thousands of mem- 
bers of company schemes.” 

The deadline next April fol- 
lows the passing by Parliament 
of the 1995 Pensions Act 
sparked by the disappearance 
of more than £400m in pension 
funds belonging to past and pre- 
sent staff of companies owned 
by Robert Maxwell, the former 
media tycoon. His death in 
November 1991 and the hunt 
for the missing money sparked 
the Government’s pension 
reforms. 

The new Pensions Act. which 
many experts point out would 


not have prevented the Maxwell 
pensioners' money from disap- 
pearing, nevertheless imposes 
onerous conditions on new pen- 
sion schemes. 

Among the changes required 
under the Act are new re- 
quirements for contracting out 
of the State Earaings-Related 
Pension Scheme, or Serps. 

Company pension schemes 
will also be required to pay a 
levy to cover the cost of the 
Occupational Pensions Regu- 
latory Authority (Opra), the 
funds' watchdog, together with 
financing the new compensation 
scheme. The maximum cost 
for existing members of com- 
pany schemes was recently set 
by the Government on a sliding 
scale whereby smaller schemes 
pay more. 

In 1997-1998, the annual levy 
for the regulator will cost be- 
tween 8p per member in 
schemes with 10.000 or more 
members, rising to £1.05 per 
person for schemes between 12 
and 99 members. The maximum 
compensation levy will be 23 per 
person a year. 

Oliver Heald, the Social Se 
curity Minister who announced 
the charges, said: “I believe we 
have struck the right balance be 
tween the security for each 
scheme and costs that come 
with that security.” 

However, the Act has been 
criticised for the unnecessary ex- 
pense and bureaucracy involved 
in administering it, plus a new 
minimum funding requirement, 
which some experts predict 
could lead to higher employers' 
contributions. 

Despite recent government 
figures showing that few firms 
have so far switched out of com- 
plicated. and potentially ex- 
pensive. final-salary pension 
schemes, experts believe the 
trickle will turn into a flood after 
April, when the Act comes into 
force. 

Mr Johnstone said: “There is 
a real danger [firms| arc going 
to fail to comply [with the Act] 
by default and Opra may then 
step in to impose fines.” 



£20bn bonanza 
forecast from 
North Sea oil 


ffic Cicutti 


North Sea oil and gas revenues 
will co nt ribute more than £2Qbn 
to the Exchequer over the next 
six years, according to unpub- 
lished forecasts by the Inland 
Revenue. 

The Revenue expects North 
Sea revenues to Teach £4.1bn 
during the 1997-98 tax year, tail- 
ing off slightly to £3.4bn by the 
year 2001-2002. 

The figures come as a sepa- 
rate report by Royal Bank of 
Scotland, issued today, showed 
that provisional estimates of 
combined oQ gas and oil tax rev- 
enues for November reached 
£54m per day, 21 per cent up on 
the same month in 1995. 

The Revenue's forecast for 
future tax income, issued yes- 
terday tty the Scottish National 
Party, is based on output re- 
maining at similar levels to to- 
day. while oil and gas prices stay 
broadly as at present 

Tbx revenues are structured 
to take a larger proportion of 
any increase m the price of ofl 
and gas. This year oD prices have 
surged from $18 to around $24 
a barrel, taking the industry by 
surprise. 

The SNP said a study by the 
University of Aberdeen, pub- 
lished in November showed 
that for each US$1 increase in 
the price of a barrel of oil. the 
Government receives an extra 


50 per cent in revenue. At $16 
a barrel, oil revenue alone be- 
tween 1997 and 2000 will be 
almost £1 lbn, rising to £1 8bn if 
oil reaches $22 a barrel. 

Nicola Sturgeon, SNP ener- 
gy spokeswoman and prospec- 
tive parliamentary candidate 
in Glasgow Govan. said: “These 
figures confirm the massive 
contribution that Scotland's en- 
ergy wealth will continue to 
make to the London Treasury. 

"It is all the more staggering 
when you consider that Labour 
and Tbiy politicians in the 1970s 
telling [us] that the oil would not 
last 10 years. It was their way of 
making sure that we did not get 
any ambitious ideas." 

Ms Sturgeon added that the 
revenue assumptions, which 
were part of the Inland Rev- 
enue’s Budget calculations, 
were underpinned by a gov- 
ernment statement that oil and 
gas reserves wall last for the next 
55 years. The SNP demand for 
Scottish independence meant 
these resources could be used 
to meet Scotland’s priorities. 

The Revenue figures come as 
a report by Royal Bank of Scot- 
land, out later today, shows that 
UK gas and oil production rose 
to its highest level since Octo- 
ber 1995. Provisional estimates 
of the daily combined oil and 
gas revenues show they were 
about £9.4m a day ahead of the 
November 1995 total. 


Striking it rich: Combined oil and gas tax revenues were estimated to have reached £5 4m a day in November 


Textile makers decide whether to throw in towel 


Chris Godsmark 


European textile manufacturers 
will dedde this week whether to 
abandon tbeir long-running 
legal battle against UK gov- 
ernment aid for a controversial 
Taiwanese factory due to be 
built in Northern Ireland, fol- 
lowing a recent defeat in the 
European Court 
Associations representing 
leading textile producers in- 
cluding Coats Viydla and Cour- 
taulds Textiles arc thought to 


have so far spent some £60,000 
fighting the £157m project 
planned by the Taiwanese 
Hualon Corporation. 

Their objections have been 
on the grounds that it will cre- 
ate huge unnecessary produc- 
tion capacity iu an industry 
which has already been drasti- 
cally slimmed down. 

Tb the outrage of existing tex- 
tile companies, the Govern- 
ment has agreed to provide 
£61m in subsidies for the plant 
which will be built on a green- 


field site in a deprived area 
north of Belfast and is planned 
to create 1,800 jobs. 

Earlier this month the in- 
dustry umbrella-group, the Eu- 
ropean Association for Apparel 
and Textiles, lost a European 
Court challenge against the de- 
rision by the European Com- 
mission to clear the aid 
package. Judges said no rules 
had been broken by the Com- 
mission when it approved the 
state aid. 

Brussels-based lawyers acting 


for the European producers 
have been examining the judg- 
ment and are likely to ask the 
court for further clarification. 
John Wilson, director genera] of 
the British Apparel and Textiles 
Confederation, said he had 
been deeply disappointed by the 
judgment and was discussing the 
way forward with his counter- 
parts on the Continent. 

He explained: “The court 
seems to be suggesting that be- 
cause Hualon say that is what 
they are going to do then we 


should not contest it. That 
seems crazy to me. We are 
looking at several aspects of the 
ruling though there don't seem 
to be any points of law we can 
contest” 

If the producers decide 
against an appeal it would pro- 
vide a boost for Northern Ire- 
land’s Industrial Development 
Board (1DB), the government 
agency for inward investment, 
and dear the way for the plant’s 
construction three years after 
the original announcement. 


However, there are signs that 
the JQDB is reviewing the scale 
of the aid package, which de- 
pends on the full number of jobs 
being created. The IDB’s chief 
executive visited Taiwan earli- 
er this month and is believed to 
have discussed the subsidy with 
Hualon. 

Mr Wilson insisted the cam- 
paign mounted by producers 
had Dot been a total failure. It 
had succeeded in delaying the 
project and highlighted the cri- 
sis affecting the industry. 


Call to replace Cadbury and Greenbury codes 


Roger Trapp 


The Cadbury and Greenbury 
codes on executive pay and 
corporate governance should be 
replaced by a clearer framework 
allowing businesses la be trans- 
parent and accountable about 
ibeir values, an influential 
group of companies will urge 
today. 

This would include heads of 
companies setting out consis- 
tently where their business is 
going, what it stands for, where 
success is expected to come 
from, who is crucial to the 
achievement of that success 


and what could stop it from 
happening. 

The recommendations arc 
published by the Centre for 
Tomorrow’s Company in its 
evidence to the Hampel Com- 
mittee on Corporate Gover- 
nance. the successor to the 
Cadbury Committee. 

The centre, formed earlier 
this year by a group of busi- 
nesses. says widespread adop- 
tion of this approach would 
create a common language of 
accountability and provide a 
framework for measuring and 
communicating present per- 
formance and future prospects. 


It would also overcome one 
of the key causes of public 
cynicism about business - the 
tendency to have different mes- 
sages for different audiences. 

In its submission, the centre 
urges that the basis of the 
framework should be the agen- 
da for action produced by the 
Royal Society for the encour- 
agement of Arts, Manufactures 
and Commerce's Tomorrow’s 
Company Inquiry. 

The centre's evidence to the 
Hampel Committee, which has 
taken over from the Cadbury 
Committee, is also a response 
to a “climate audit” earned 


out among leading chief ex- 
ecutives and chairmen by 
Greenly’s, a management 
consultancy focusing on board- 
room issues. 

It found that there was wide- 
spread support for Cadbury 
and a more negative view of 
Greenbury, which was seen as 
a “knee-jerk response to pub- 
lic outcry”. But even with Cad- 
bury there was concern that it 
encouraged a “box-ticking, 
bureaucratic mentality”. 

BTs Sir Iain Vbllancc, for in- 
stance, is quoted tty the research 
as likening the governance rules 
to the highway code and saying 


the important thing is to reach 
the point “where you don’t 
ignore it but simply act naturally 
in its observance”. 

Martin Taylor of Barclays is 
reported regretting that the 
Cadbury code had prompted 
non-executive directors to con- 
centrate on the “policing func- 
tion of their role rather than the 
encouraging, visionary aspect of 
the role....” 

The submission also urges the 
Hampel Committee to remind 
all listed companies that their 
legal duty is to the company as 
a whole and not to the holders 
of shares at any one time. 



Martin Taylor: Visionary 
aspect to beeconcouraged 
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Labour hits at 
UK sell-off 

Nic Ckaitti Labour's survey, taken from 


Almost two-thirds of all In- 
ward investment into the UK in 
1995 involved existing British 
businesses being taken over by 
foreign companies, the Labour 
Party claimed yesterday. - 

Of the£14bn invested in the 
UK last year, about £8_5bn, or 
some 60 per cent, came from 
takeovers. These included the 
sale of SeeboanL the regional 
electricity company, for£1.6bn 
to US utility Central St South 
West and the acquisition of 
South Western Electricity by 
Southern Company of Georgia 
for £1. lbn. 

Stephen Byers, Labour’s 
shadow employment minister, 
said: “The Tories constantly 
claim the UK attracts inward in- 
vestment because we have no 
minimum wage and have opted 
out of the Social Chapter. 

“These figures show such 
claims are misleading and are 
simply deceiving' the British 
people ... the reality is that the 
majority of inward investment 
comes from foreign investors 
making rich pickings of what is 
left of British industry. 

“Our nation's assets are be- 
ing sold abroad, with profits be- 
. ing siphoned off overseas. The 
Government applauds this as in- 
ward investment -what a mis- 
use of the English language.” 


official UK Balance of Pay- 
ments statistics and a parlia- 
mentary answer by Greg 
Knight, the Trade Minister, 
shows that since 1985. the pro- 
pardon of toward investment re- 
sulting from takeovers has ri^eri 
steadily from 15 percent to huj 
per cent last year. 

The figures come days after 
the US power generator, C'al- 
Energy, won its bitterly con- 
tested £782m hostile takeover 

bid for Northern Electric, Qiher 
recent foreign takeovers of 
British companies include the 
agreed £1.3bn bid for East Mid- 
lands Electricity by Dominion 
Resources, the Virginian pov^r 
supplier, Trafalgar House's ac- 

n ' 'tion by Kvaemer, the Scan- 
vian conglomerate, f,, r 
more than £90Gm and the rec- 
ommended deal for London 
Electricity by New Orleans- 
based Entergy for £l,3hn. 

• Analysts believe the in- 
evitable further restructuring t ,{ 
UK util hies will lead to thou, 
sands of job cuts, although ihK 
would have been inevitable ir- 
respective of who owned the 
companies concerned. 

Mr Byers said: “The Guy. 
eminent is constantly claiming 
that inward investment creu t,.^ 
jobs in Britain. That is ccrtainiC 
not the case when utilities are- 
taken over by foreign firms.- 
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Wanted; a warts-and-all tally of UK’s jobless 


JOHN PHILPOTT 


‘Politicians will realise 
the electorate wants 
openness, not 
illusion. For now, let’s 
raise a toast and wish 
a happy New "fear 
and good job-hunting 
to Britain’s 1.9 million 
unemployed. 

Dr should that 
be 4 million?' 


N ew Year 1997, the last Hogmanay before 
the hustings. Wfe all know politicians are 


make resolutions. And what better tiwn to 
reso lve t o reform Britain’s approach to 

measuring unemployment, lb some this 
may seem a rather arcane suggestion for the 
festive season, the kind of thing that provides 
a turn-on for none save a few sad anorak- 
wearers. 

However, when one reflects bn the extent 
to which key macro-economic and employ- 
ment policy decisions are based on job sta- 
tistics, the importance of a clear picture of 
unemployment becomes self-evident. Yet, at 
present, the picture is anything but dear. 

The Government may applaud the down- 
ward path in unemployment, which has taken 
the monthly count of people Harming Job- 
seekers Allowance below the political^ sen- 
sitive 2 million mark. But the Hamranf 
count is widely mistrusted. 

In 1995,tbe Royal Statistical Society called 
for a new monthly count to be derived from 
the 60,000 household based Labour Force 


Survey (LFS) which provides a measure of 
unemployment based on an internationally 
agreed definition of what constitutes an un- 
employed jobseeker. But the LFS is con- 
ducted on a quarter^ basis and the Treasury 
has ruled oui the extra £3m a year needed 
to upgrade it (the Chancellor's fiscal recti- 
tude on this matter being hacked op by min- 
isters at the Department for Education and 
Employment who, with the g enera] election 
on their minds, are concerned by the fact that 
the level of unemployment as measured by 
the LFS is around 200,000 higher than the 
claimant count). 

However, even if the Ueasmy were to re- 
lent, it is not cl ear whether the LFS measure 
alone is a totally reliable indicator of the ex- 
tent of slack in the jobs market For exam- 
ple, the standard LFS measure excludes 
people on the margins of the workforce who 
tell the LFS that they want jobs and might 
enter the market in good times. Moreover, 
the standard LFS measure may well under- 
state the social distress caused by unem- 
ployment. Although derived from a 



household survey, it measures unemployed 
individuals, whereas the social distress 
caused by unemployment may well depend 
npon the dist ribut ion of joblessness across 
households. 

What is required, therefore, is a range or 
spectrum of unemployment measures that, 
when considered together, can provide a truly 
rounded account of Britain’s unemployment 
problem. 

The US Bureau of Labor Statistics adopt- 
ed such an approach in 1976 and, following 
a modification made in 1995, publishes six 
measures of unemployment based on its 
monthly equivalent of the LFS. 

Now that the need for a range of inflation 
measures has been accepted in Britain -with 
the Beasury publishing RPL RPDC and 
RPIY -why not also adopt the US-style 
trum approach to measuring unem 
ment? 

This was precisely the question posed ear- 
lier this year by the House of Commons Se- 
lect Committee on Employment, which 
called for a new approach to compiling the 
jobless figures. But die Government reject- 
ed this call, merely responding that it would 
be “keeping under review the need for more 
•informative reporting of unemployment 
measures”. 

Faced with this official reticence, the 
Employment Policy Institute (EPI) has de- 
cided to construct its own range of unem- 
ployment measures in conjunction with the 
Centre for Economic Performance at the 
London School of Economics. These are pub- 
lished quarterly as part of a regular and wide- 
ranging Employment Audit of government 


The EPI joblessness indicators- U1 to U5, 
available for the s umm er 1996 quarter-are 
shown in the char t. Alt hough US thinking 
has influenced the EPTs approach the EPI 
indicators have been designed with the 
British labour market in nrind. The first three 


indicators focus on labour market slack. U1 
is the standard measure of unemployment 
provided by the LFS and covers ail eco- 
nomically active jobseekers. U2 indudes in 
addition so-called “discouraged workers”, ie 
people who do not seek jobs because the? 
feel there are no jobs available. 

U3 adds to the numbers in U1 and U2 
those whose response to the LFS is merely 
that they want a job. This indicator includes 
all the people marginally attached to the 
labour market who might enter the market 
in buoyant times. It could be said to ap- 
proximate to the number of jobs needed to 
create “foil employment" in Britain. 

The last three indicators are more akin to 
measures of social distress. U4 refers to the 
duration of job search and measures people 
who have been unemployed for more than 
six months. U5 moves away from an indi- 
vidually-based joblessness indicator to a 
household-based one. 

U5a measures individuals living in house- 
holds where no adult has a job, while U5b 
measures households where uo adult has a 
job. The indicator exdudes households 
where the head of household is beyond re- 
tirement age and those containing only stu- 
dents. 

What do these indicators tell us about cur- 
rent levels of joblessness? Well, for a start, 
U3 shows that the number of jobless peo- 
ple who say they want a job is not the 1.9 mil- 
lion registered by the damant count, but well 
over 4 million. Of course, caveats abound. 
There are undoubtedly people measured by 
U3 whose desire for work is not matched by 
any form of realism about the type of wore 
the? are likely to get. But U3 none the less 

S wats to a considerable “job shortfall’* in 
ritain. 

U1-U4 do broadly reflect the trend foil in 
unemployment registered by the claimant 
count. However, with regard to the “social 
distress” indicator U5. that has been no sign > 


of any corresponding reduction in the num- 
ber of workless households. These account 
for almost one in five of all British house- 
holds- up from well below one in ten 20 years 
ago. Between the summer of 1994 and the 
summer of 19®S - the latest quarter for which 
U5 can be constructed -the number of such 
households increased by 250,000. 

The EPI has an open mind on whether U 1 
to U5 are the most appropriate indicators 
and how they might be developed. Their pur- 

E pose is as much to stimulate debate on a new 
approach as it is to offer the final word on 
measuring unemployment. 

• What is dear from these indicators, how- 
ever, is that large numbers of jobless peo- 
ple, particularly those living in work! ess 
households, cannot find work even after four 
yeaxs of recovery in the labour market. 

There is an urgent need for further poli- 
cies to help them: and good policy-making 
requires a complete picture of the underly- 
ing jobs scene. In the short term, of course, 
jfc will be politically expedient for the present 
mment to focus on the “good news” 
i the claimant count. 

And there is as yet no guarantee that a 
Labour government would necessarily want 
to provide the British people with a warts- 
and-all account of the jobs market. 

However, sooner or later the penny will 
drop and politicians will realise that what the 
doctorate wants is openness, not illusion. For 
now. Jet's raise a toast and wish a happy New 
Year and good job-hunting to Britain's 1.9 
millio n unemployed. Or should that be 4 
million? 

The writer is director of the Employment Micy 
Institute, an independent think-tank. TIu- 
EPI Employment Audit is mailable as a 
quarterly subscription publication, priced p.a. 
from Employment Policy Institute. Southbank 
House. Black Prince Road, London SE1 
7SJ. 


Pearson’s eyeball-counter 
focuses on a bigger prize 


It has emphatically not been a 
good year for Pearson, the £7bn 
media and financial services 
conglomerate. But it hasn’t 
been a half-bad one for the man 
who runs Europe's largest in- 
dependent producer, Pearson 
Television - Greg Dyke. 

Consider that Grundy World- 
wide, the makers ofNdtfibours, 
produces soaps and game shows 
in Germany, Holland, Sweden 
and Italy and ten other coun- 
tries. Or that Thames, makers 
of The Bill, are supplying pop- 
ular programmes to rrv, able 
and satellite channels and 
Channel 4. Or that SelecTY the 
production company, is starting 
to export its award-winning for- 
mats to international markets, 
on the strength of hits like 
Birds of a Feather, Lovejoy , 
Shine on Harvey Moon andAuf 
Wieekrsehen Ptt. 

“TWo- thirds of our profits 
and half our revenues now 
come from overseas,” Mr Dyke 
points out proudly. Revenues in 
the half-year ending June 1996 
were £ld0m, up 66 per cent year 
on year. In 1997, the stakes get 
even higher, with the launch of 
the new Channel 5, in which 
Pearson Television has a 24 
per cent stake, and for which it 
is a privileged supplier. 

Pearson as a whole is a dif- 
ferent story. Uneven profit per- 
formance, bad acquisition 
judgement, and mounting crit- 
icism over its corporate strate- 
gy have fuelled a year of 
takeover speculation, and the 
early departure of the chaizman 
and the manag in g director. 

The differing fortunes of the 
group and one of its leading sub- 
sidiaries is, one suspects, behind 
Mr Dyke’s year-long refusal to 
do a major interview in the busi- 
ness press. Those close to him 
say he was just getting on with 
the job. But Pearson insiders 


concede he was keeping his 
head down for another reason. 
Why annoy management at 
head office, who were fighting 
off unwanted attention, 
takeover talk and potshots from 
analysts, by appearing to take 
public credit for Pearson Tele- 
vision's stellar performance? 

The silence was all the more 
necessary when speculation be- 
gan to grow about Mr Dyke’s 
fervent wish to form a buyout 
group to purchase the tdevsioa 
subsidiary. Pearson, which is in 
the midst of a wide-ranging re- 
think about its strategy, has not 
ruled out the idea or spinning 
Pearson Television off to share- 
holders, or even selling iL 

Mr Dyke, a man of enormous 


attempt to diversify into the 
CD-Rom and electronic games 
market, through Mindscape of 
the US, brought nothing but 
misery to the management that 
masterminded the acquisition. 

Last week, Mr Dyke re-sur- 
faced. In an exclusive interview 
with The Independait, he hap- 
pily discussed his wide range of 
responsibilities - Thames Tfele- 
viskm, Sdeciy and particularly 
Grundy. WDrJdwIde, the pro- 
duction compahy bought for 
£175m 18 months ago, as Mr 
Dyke’s first big corporate move. 

But be would not comment 
on the arguably more fascinat- 
ing behind-the-scenes devel- 
opments at corporate head 
not least the departure 


THE MONDAY INTERVIEW 


Greg Dyke 


television talent, even if pos- 
sessed of a rough-hewn man- 
agement style, had been widely 
reported as having sounded 
out the City on an MBO. The 
idea was not wholly incredible, 
asMrPykehasperaanalmtmey 
(£8m was his share of the wind- 
foil when his then company, 
LW£ was bo ugbt out by Grana- 
da in 1994). He also has won the 
respect erf many in the City, who 
(mostly) like what he has done 
with Pearson Television. 

The speculation was fuelled 
by persistent takeover rumours 
that swirling around the sprawl- 
ing parent company, winch in 
addition to Pearson Television 
owns Madame Tussaud’s, Pen- 
guin Books, Addison-Wesley- 
Longman, the Financial Times, 
50 per cent of the Economist 
and 50 per cent of Lazard, the 
merchant bank. Tbo diffuse a 
group of operations, the City 
complained. Worse, an ill-feted 


of Frank Barlow, managing di- 
rector, and Lord Blakenham, 
the chairman »nd last remain- 
ing Cowdray family represen- 
tative on the board. 

He is equally tight-lipped on 
the challenge facing Mr Bar- 
low’s successor, the US-born 
Marjorie Scardino, formerly 
chief executive of the Economist 
group. She is to begin the new 
year wife a series of strategy 
meetings with senior manage- 
ment, including Mr Dyke, who 
sits on the main board. 

“You’re the one 1 am meant 
to Kke.” Ms Scanfino was over- 
heard to say to Mr Dyke when 
they first met The two ought to 
get along: both are cheerful, 
bright and unpretentious; nei- 
ther likes the stilted, blue- 
blooded atmosphere at 3BG, as 
insiders have christened head- 
ters at 3 Burlington Gar- 
central London. 

But does she like him enough 


to give him what be wants - 
Pearson Television? The com- 
ing year wifi tefl. 

Meanwhile, Mr Dyke pro- 
fesses to like what he is doing. 
He likes the risk and the re- 
wards of taking Pearson into in- 
ternational markets, exploiting 
a stable of rights to popular pro- 
grammes. *Td rather be a 
rights-owner than a broadcast- 
er,” he declares, in what might 
be taken as his manttfi. 

La the fature^MrDyke says, 
broadcasters will be less im- 
portant. The real value wifibe 
generated by those who own the 
programmes. Fragmenting 
audiences, the launch of digital 
TV and the gnawing demand 
for cheap, plentiful shows will 
conspire to give Pearson Tele- 
virion an advantage. 

So why aren’t fee traditional 
broadcasters doing the same, 
thing? “I came out of ITV, and 
certainly I can say that it is not 
the kind of business that en- 
courages you to take risks,” Mr 
Dyke says. “We have known 
about the challenges of digital, 
of rights, of new competition in 
broadcasting; and the need to 
expand overseas and on fee 
Continent. But not one of them 
has done anything.” 

The other problem is that the 
traditional broadcasters are too 

stuck in their eHtist ways. In the 
UK, you are not applauded for 
the popular programmes. The 
production process was cap- 
tured by the intellectual elite. ” 

hi fee end, the logic of fee 
changes in UK television wifi 
mean broadcasters wifi want to 
expand more aggressively into 
programme-making and rights 
acquisition. 

“The monopoly is crumbling 
and broadcasters will have to 
own their product.” 

Mr Dyke has thought h all. 
through- “As broadcasting frag- 



Changlng channels: Greg Dyke believes that the logic of change fai UK television will mean that broadcasters will want 
to expand more aggressively into program me- making and rights acquisition 


ments, it becomes harder and 

harder to bold on to brands. The 
ones with the good names are 
worth their weight in gold. You 
couldn't afford to build The Bill 
from scratch today. Building fee 
name win get harder. 

“I guess what I am saying is 
feat, logically, broadcasters 
need to look at owning a com- 
pany like Pearson Television.” 

That’s as close as he wifi 
come to conceding the company 
could well be bought one day, 
and not necessarily by him. 
Rupert Murdoch’s BSbyB has 
already looked carefully, aware 
it oeeds to develop a true pres- 


ence in British programming if 
it is to reduce its huge pro- 


The big challenge in 1997 w® 
be to get Channel 5 light Mr 
Dyke will become chairman of 
Channel 5 Broadcasting in fee 
New Year, and has been Caking 
a dose interest in fee prepara- 
tions for launch. 

He has had to live down his 
infamous contention that fee 
controversial door-to-door re- 
timing exercise - necessary to 
ensure VCRs don’t suffer in- 
terference from the signal- was 
nothing less than a “burglar’s 
charter”. “Thatwas the most ex- 


pensive comment I ever made,” 
he says. “Just look at fee secu- 
rity features we had to build in 
as a result of feat quote?” 

He says that he is unbotbered 
by the rocketing costs of re- 
tuning, now estimated at £180m 
compared to just £55m in fee 
Pearson-led Channel 5 bid. Part 
of that stems from the addition 
of 4 million new homes in areas 
feat originally could not have 
received the rignaL 

“The extra retiming costs are 
not a problem for fee share- 
holders, because fee more eye- 
balls there are, the more money 
we can make,” Mr Dyke says. 


Not a bad set of challenges to 
keep a chief executive busy. A 
new channel, global acquisi- 
tions, fee prospect of digital 
television cy the end of 1997. 
And in fee midst of h all, a rad- 
ical restructuring of Mr Dyke’s 
parent company, perhaps even 
fee demerger of the televirion 
operations. 

Mr Dyke may be counting 
eyeballs for fee new Channel 5, 
but his own eyes look focused 
on fee bigger prize: growing 
Pearson Television, and one 
day perhaps owing part of it. 

Mathew Ho reman 


Underwriter to 
float on AIM 


ffl Treanor 



Hardy Underwr iti ng Group, a 
Lloyd’s of London underwriter, 
will join fee Alternative In- 
vestment Market today in a 
f 10.65m flotation. 

While a few of fee larger 
underwriters have stock market 

quotations, Harxfy is unusual be- 
cause it underwrites just one 
syndicate ifekfe is known as 382. 

Peter Harcfy, chief executive 
of Hardy Underwriting Group, 
said fee listing could pave the 
way for other small underwrit- 
ers. “I’m sure a lot of people are 
watching us. We were rather 
surprised we were first,” he 
said. 

Mr Hardy added the flotation 
was designed to encou rage new 

uames into the syndicate be- 
cause they would know they 
could easily get in and out 
. The complicated transaction 
involves Hardy Underwriting 
Group merging wife. Hardy 
Underwriting Agencies, the 
managing agent of syndicate 
382. Hardy Underwriting 


Group will provide about 25 per 
cent, or £16m, of fee under- 
writing capacity of syndicate 382 
in 1997. 

“Syndicate 382 has been one 
of fee more consistently prof- 
itable syndicates at Lloyd’s and 
has an underwriting team which 
has worked together for many 
years,” Mr Hardy said. He has 
been fee active underwriter for 
fee syndicate since its formation 
in 1975. ... . 

The syndicate, a specialist in 
helicopter insurance as well as 
other aviation and marine un- 
derwriting, managed to main- 
tain positive results in the late 
1980s and early 1990s when the 
Lloyd's average slumped ibto 
negative territory. _ . 

Hardy Underwriting Group 
set up the first corporate name 
under the “inieravailability 
rules”. 

These allow names to coovert 
from unlimi ted liability under- 
writing to a limited liability cor- 
porate vehicle, while using 
assets which Lloyd’s holds on 
names’ behalf. 


In Brief 


• The Institute of Dixedors has 

sibiKty of Britain joining the single European currency in its New 
Year message to fee organisation’s 37,000 members. Tim 
MetviOe-RoGs, IOD director-general, said UK participation in eco- 
nomic and monetary union would seriously damage competi- 
tiveness. He went on: *A decision to join a single currency io 1997 
or at any other time in fee foreseeable future would so constrain 
our economic freedom as to make it virtually impossible for us 
to compete successfully. We -must continue to pursue our own 
independent economic policy within the single market” 

•Yen tore capitalists seeking to invest in potential management 
buyouts are facing mounting financial hunfles, according to a survey 
by accountants KPMG. It says boom conditions in die market con- 
tinued last year, wife fee totol value buyouts and buy-ins up from 
£6.7bu to £6.77bn, though tbe value of deals worth more than £Khn 
carfp fell slightly. The number of deals recorded increased to 600 
from 560 in 1995. However, Mike Stevens, bead of MBOs at KPMG, 
said buyouts were hemming more expensive due to strong com- 
petition among venture capnafists. “It is becomingincieasingfy dif- 
ficult to find underpriced deals and there is always tbe danger of 
institutions overpaying in the race to win trophy buyouts. But with 
inflation and interest rates re maining suhduedj the leal rates of 1 B- 
tum offered by MBOs-albeit at a higher risk-are still attractive.” 

■ ffifti, the banking union, called on MFs to amend a private BQ1 
allowing the formal merger between Lloyds Bank and TSB to in- 
clude a danse giving customers the power to keep branches open- 
Bifu claimed that without such an amendment 650 branches might 
dose and up to 10,000 jobs lost, in addition to the 1,000 head office 

posts feat are to go because of the merger of head office functions. 

•B&Q, die DIY ghnt owned by Kingfisher Group, confirmed 
feat it is to create 1,800 jobs at five new warehouse outlets around 
fee country, half of them part-time posts. The outlets will open 
in Coventry, 'W&Ilasey, in Merseyside; Bury, Dear Manchester, and 
Stockton-on Tees, in Cleveland. 
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BUSINESS TO BUSINESS 


Opportunities 


^INDEPENDENT 


ON SUNDAY 


For information on 
advertising within the 
Business to Business 
section and on 
forthcoming features 
over the next couple 
of months 
please telephone 
David Owen on 
0171 2932338 or 
fax: 0171 293 3156 

¥ 

THE INDEPENDENT 


Opportunities 


£23,029 last year 


"The most enjoyable 
•profit Toe ever made" 

• Just 3 hours on a Saturday 

• No stock no selling 

• Operate anywhere 

• Not MIM or a franchise 
Capital Investment £3,995 

For our free 1996 prospectus phone 

01452 532415 

(7 day*. 24 hourw) 


The Dorchester Plan 


ESTATE AGENCY & HOME 
RENTALS 


Very experienced team seek ambitious person 
to share in the national growth of established 
white collar professional franchise. 
Lucrative established market serious 
proposition - no dreamers. 

Minimum investment £40,000. 

PLEASE CALL ANY TIME 

0181 444 9798 

For a detailed ^formation pack 

THE SEEKERS NETWORK 


NakeMmy 
unarm 
IlmsCMpnBrl 

| IWn ncalant fad or pan-tkn* | 
prana tram ham wlh your 
praml computer. TOa tot 
.1 Information KS (rani tho Morris ! 

I CoHsgo o U ou m alwn show 
you (uactty how. Fraophorw: . - 

| 0800 371 500 jf 


NOTICE 
TO READERS 

Whilst we take reasonable 
precautions with all 
advertisements, readers are 
stnmgiy advised to take 
proTes^atB] advice before 
paying a dapoait or entering 
into any financial commitment. 


Unusual Gifts 


A NEWSPAPER lor that apodal 
don, 16(2-1698, most Mas avaN- 
abla. Ideal birthday gift. Ramora- 
bar When. Tot 0181-688 6323. Or 
CALL FREE 0500 S2D 000. 


What’s On 


PHANTOM pop 5 sport CJSton, 
Una Turner 0171 823 6110 
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THE INOEPENDENT MONDAY 30 DECEMBER 1996 


Pick of the Day 

Element of Doubt 
9pm fTV 


Pretty good com is this thriller by David Pine, the sort of com, 
in fact, that's just right for the time of year- Nigel Havers, an 
rtor who hasn't been much in evidence of late, turns up playing 


actor who hasn't been much in evidence of late, turns up playing 
one of his charming rascals - this one a smiling but 
irresponsible property speculator who suddenly and suspiciously 
turns into a perfect bnsoand to Gina McKee (she of Our Frieruis 
in die North fame). Switch off and enjoy. 




Film of the Day 

Brief Encounter 

4.50pm BBG2 



l 




fy|&3i>$ud probably had Brium in the mi* 

buttoned-up and terribly. somehow his sa«= n w***5 

of this century as you and I do - S? Life emerges » 

tssnsssx^sssssssxt 

ssaBS 3 sa*ssa- 




Today’s television and radio 




BBC 1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


7.00 News, Weather (2431301). 7.10 Joe 90 

(7945108). 7.35 The Busy World of Richard 
Scarry (1 650585). 8.00 News, Weather 
(5099740). * - 

8.10 Children's BBC: Barney. 8.1 5 ftter Ran. * 8-35 
The Legend of Prince Variant * 

9.00 News; Regional News and Weather (3638092). * 
9.05 Children’s BBC: Incredible Games. 9.30 Record 

Breakers. * 10.00 Piaydays. 10.20 William's Wish 
Wellin gtons. 

10.30 BBS The Barefoot Executive {Robert Butler 1 971 
US). Disney offering about a chimp which can 
guess which TV shows will get good ratings (some 
sort of satire intended, one supposes) and starring 
a young Kurt Russell (23805030). 

12.05 The Muppets (2149894). 1230 Wipeout 
(97653). 1.00 News and Weather (99176856). * 
1.13 Local News and Wfeather (82675450). 1.15 
Neighbours (58645276). 1-35 Neighbours: 10th 
Anniversary Special (7246547). 2.15 The World’s 
Strongest Man (196491). * 

2.45 HH3 The Bqy Who Could Fly (Nick Castle 1986 
US). As the tide says. Kiddie fare starring Jay 
Underwood and Bonnie Bedelia (95666924). * 
430 Children's BBC: The World of Peter Rabbit and 
Friends. 4.55 Newsround Review of the Yfear. * 
5.25 The Biz. * 

530 Neighbours (SJ (620905J. 4 
6.15 News and Matter (430112). * 

630 Regional News Magazine (696769). 

6 AS Winter on One. BBC setf-plug (S) (485740). 

630 This Is Your Life (SJ (488653). * 

. 730 A Monkey for AD Seasons. David Attenboroujtfl 

meets Japan's macaque monkeys, the world's 
most northerly primate (R) (S) (189). * 

8.00 EastEndere. Grant and Tiffany marriage meltdown 
grief (SJ(50JIJ.* 

830 Chef! Rochelle invites Gareth to Raris (5) (1 81 8J. * 

9.00 News, Local News, Weather (981 8). * 

930 HOB Death Becomes Her (Robert Zemeckis 1992 
US). Present and former loves of plastic surgeon 
Bruce Willis - Meryl Streep and Goldie Hawn - 
bitch it out in this enjoyable enough special effects 
extr av a g a nza. The SFXae courtesy oif the fact that 
witch Isabella Rossellini knows the secret of eternal 
youth and beauty (SJ (862585). * 

11.05 Review 96. Justin Webb reviews the year’s major 
news stories (5 ) (5 31382). 

12-25 Mrs Merton Show Christinas Special. Faux-senior 
citizen-cum-chat show hostess Caroline Aheme 
talks to Slade frontman Noddy Holder and Irish 
singer Daniel O'Donnell (R) (S) (2823290). * 
1235 BSB Bilfian Dollar Brain (Ken Russell 1967 UK). 
Russell managed to toll off the Michael Caine/Harry 
Ralmer espionage series (following on from The 
Ipcress File and Funeral in Berlin ) by making it so 
dimax-heavy that audiences couldn't really take in 
what was gDir® on (something about a special . 
assi g nment fa Finland). Tosh (925832). * 

2.40 Weather (8509035). To 2.45am. 


7.10 The Ph0 Silvers Show (R) (7936450). 735 Going 
Hollywood (R) (3976189). 

830 Brea Command Decision (Sam Vfood 1948) Clark 
Gable stars as an Allied officer assigned the task of 
bombing strategic targets deep within Germany. 
Walter Pidgeon and Van Johnson faster their 
seatbelts (40537769). 

10.40 Eisenhower, Soldier. First In a two-parter about the 
soldier-president (8559769). 

11.45 The Rqyal Institution Christmas Lectures. More 
from Professor Simon Conway Morris about the 
history of life on Earth (SJ (778030). * 

12.45 Cfash of the Titans. Cricket’s 1981 Ashes series 
remembered (R) (S) (3 8545471 * 

135 The Essential Olympics. Recalls the Olympic 
Games from 1968 to 1992 (818358®. 

2AS The Car's the Star. The Triumph Herald (R) (S) 
(3878653). * 

3.05 Great Railway Journeys. From Derry to Kerry with 
Michael P&Gn (R) ($) (2872924). * 

4.00 Love ou a Branch Line. 1/4. Another chance to see 
this enjoyable period comedy drama based on 
John Hadfieid’s novel, and starring Michael 
Maloney and Leslie Phillips (R) (S) (5813455). * 

430 BUS Brief Encounter (David Lean 1945 US). See 

Film of the Day (281 6837). * 

6.15 BBS The Witches (Nicolas Roeg 1 990 UK). At 
times quite scary Roald Dahl adaptation in which a 
youngster’s seaside holiday turns into a nightmare 
when he discovers the hotel he is staying in is the 
vaiue for a witches' convention. Starring Anjelica 
Huston, Rowan Atkinson and Mai Zetisrfmg 
(975301). * 

7.45 An Audience wfth Charles Dickens. Simon Callow 
concludes his series by reading the story of Dr 
Mangold - a hugely popular Christmas tale in the 
1860s but now virtually forgotten (SJ (345160). * 

830 Charging Rooms (S) (2 160). 

9.00 The Moonstone. 2/2. Concluding the Wilkie Collins 
adaptation, and the eponymous diamond 
continues to haunt everyone who comes into 
contact with it (SJ (3997108). * 

10.05 Have I Got News for %u. Highlights (205653). * 

1035 Ofil □ Mariachi (Robert Rodriguez 1992 US). 
This ‘Spanish lir^o crime meller”. as Vhriety puts 
ri, is certainly the cheapest movie ever picked by a 
Hollywood studio (it apparently cost $7,000). 
Carlos Gallardo stars as a Mexican travelling 
musician who gets mistaken for a hit man. Simply 
done - and rather charming (SJ (9741 585). 

1135AIanis Morissette in Concert (SJ (758092). 

123 5 BEB The Curse of the Cat People (Robert 

Wiso'Gu other von Fritsch 1944 US). Follow- up to 
the atmospheric shocker is a flawed and ambitious 
stab at child psychology (not apparently what the 
studio ordered), in which the husband from the first 
film (Kent Smith) remarries and then fears that his 

child is under the toffuence of -his former wife, the 

panther woman, Simone Simon (559556/1 

2J05 Weather (9741 752). To 2.10am. 


6.00 GMTV (7330769). 935 Santo Bbgrto 
(4268740). 930 Step by Step (2226837). 

102.0 News (3114450). 1025 Uxal News 
(31137211 * 

1030 HD Black Beauty (James Hffl 1971 UtySftfW 
Ger). Anna Sewell’s child-and-horee classic given a 
cursory run-around with Mark Lesteras tfte dusky 
nag's young owner: Patrick Mower is in there 
somewhere (601 77189). * 

12J20\bur Shout (2276063). 1225 Local Nears 
( 3626504 1 1230 News (91562141 1235 
Local News (923J905J.* 

1 .25 BB The First Great Train Robbery (Michael 
Crichton 1978 US). Sean Cponery andDonaJd 
Sutherland plan to rob a Brnfah Army payroll train 
during the Crimean War in this attempt to recreate 
the Butch Casskiy and the Sundance Kid mbtuie 
of comedy and excitement (S)(5819J672). * 
320 News (7554924). 325 Local News (7553295X 
330 MB ®g Foot (Danny Huston 1987 US). Two 
children on a camping trip are captured by a group 
of eight-foot ape-like creatures, who are in turn 
being pursued by ruthless huntas. Disney tale 
directed by the son ofJdhn Huston (2735851 
5.10 Home and Away Speciai.£RJ fS) (7710837). * 
5.40 News, Weather (432837). * 

5.55 Your Shout (R) (3533821 “ : 

6.00 London Tonight URdkanedbyWeathu) (7211 * 
630 London Bridge (SJ (3011 

7.00 Wish \bu Wtee Here? Mary Nightingale m 
Marrakech, Judith Chalmers on Fiji and Marin 
Roberts drives round Srete most beautiful 
counties (S) (10591* 

730 Coronation Street Grim news for Liz McDonald 
and au revcitr Curly (585L * 

8.00 Now We're Tbtkfng. PHffip Schofield and celebs 
from both sides of the Atlantic tafcabout 
oororunicatfon breakdown. You owe it to yotasetf 
to stay clear (SJ (5721). * 

9.00 Element of Doctt. See Pick of the DayCS) (52081 

11.00 News, Weather (1 75295). * 

11.15 Local News, Weather (447924 ). " 

1135 Jeff Green: Live! The comedian recorded five at 
Ho- Majesty's Theatre in London (314672). 

12.10Ttae Beatles Anthology. TbemoptopsHraLfltff 
Be, jamon top of Apple's London offices, and 
.decide#) call it a day (R) (S) (4121948). * 
l.lfl|fpiogaMe Football League Extra (7155412). 

- 1 SSftofrFaOa Away. Bonnie pier’s desert island discs - 
^ffitesftocludeTnra'ibrnet Bryan Adams and 
M^tLoat Someone has to_ (S) (64017641 

2.55 HD Licence to Dritre (dreg Beeman 1988 US).. 
Teenager Cory Haim promises the gjri of Ns 
(beams he will take her out in his grandfather^ 
treasured car - despite having just fatied his driving 
test Ho, ho, ho fSJOJ J30®. 

430 Recofiecfions. Jazz (SJ (9962528). 

- 535 fimny Business (R) (SJ fl 1356151 
530 James Bond Jnr (R) (1 1 162381 
535 News (1119325). To 6.00am. 


Radio 


Radiol 

8.00am Kevin Greening 1230 
Dave Pearce 3.00 Mark Goodier 
7.00 Newsbeat Review ’96 830 
Priority Night Extravaganza 12.00 
Mary Anne Hobbs 430-8.00am 
Chariie Jordan 

Radio 2 

K-SiaiHrFH) 

6.00am Nick Barradough 730 
Sarah Kennedy 930 Ala Lester 
1130 Jimmy Young 130 Debbie 
Thrower 3JOO Ed Stewart 535 
John Dunn's Best of the Guests 

7.00 Hubert Gregg 730 Malcolm 
Laycock 830 Big Band Special 

9.00 First Ladies of Jazz 10.00 No 
Minor Chords 1030 Vintage Christ- 
mas: The Emerald Affair 11.00 Bob 
Harris 1.00 Adrian Flnfghan 3.00- 
6.00am Stave Madden 


Choice 


Russell Hoban’s fable Rkhfley 


Walker (7.45pm R4) takes place 
thousands of years in the future 


thousands of years in the fiiture 
- when some unnamed apoca- 
lypse has left behind a peculiar 
wrecked caricature of our own 
civilisation. The Book at Bed- 
time (10.45pm R4) is Stendhal's 
Scarlet 'and Black, read by new 
heart-throb Greg Wise (left). 


Radio 3 

0Q2-3I4®i PW 
6.00am On Ait 

9.00 Morning CoHection. 

1030 Musical Encounters. 

12.00 Composer OF the Week: 
Leonard Bernstein. 

130 News; Chopin by Arrangement 
2 jOO The BBC Orchestras. 

345 Voices. 

430 Lester Leaps In. 

5.00 Music Machine. 

5.15 Interpretations on Record. 

630 Private Rsssians. Michael 
Beridey tana to playwr&it David 
Hare about his musical passions. 
730 A Christmas Collection. A pro- 
eamme of festive mustc from 
17th-century Germany, given 


eariire tWs month to foe Shekton- 
ian Theatre, Oxford, by the Acad- 
emy of Ancient Music, cS rector 
Paul Goodwin. 

9.05 Said Short Stories. 

9.10 The BSC Or chestr a s . Tan Dun: 
Death and Fire - Dtatogje with 
Paul Klee. Chou Wsn-Chung: 
Landscapes. Varese: Oflrandes. 

1030 ErisemWa. 

1045 Mixing It Mark Russefl and 
Robert Sandafl talk New York 
avant-garde vocafettamposer 
Shelley Hirsch. 

1130 Composer of the Week: 
Tchaikovsky. 

1230 Jazz Notes. 

130 Through the Night 

L01 Jufiane Banse (soprano), Bam- 
teg Symphony Chorus and CTChes- 
traHoret Stein. Bruckner. Te Dewn; 
Symphony No 9 fa D itwkx 

230 Members af the Saarbructen 
Radio Symphony Orchestra. 

330 Spanish Music in Goya's Tune. 

530-6.00am Sequence. 


Radio 4 

fS2.4-943MHzfM; ISBHtlM 
630am News. 

6.10 Farming Today. • 

635 Prayer for the Day. I - 
630 Today 

840 Bekw the Parapet 
930 (FM) News. . . 

930 (UWfest NWch SpedaL Cow- 
erav foe final day's play in the 
Second Test between 21mbabwe 
and England- 

935 (FM) Start the Week. 

1030 (FM) Dear Diary. - 
10.00 CLWlDatty Service. 

10J5 dim On This Day 
1030 (FM) Derek Cooper's Neces- 
sary Pleasures. . 

1030 (UN) Test Match Special. 
1130 (FM) My Brother Mates the 
Noises at the Movies. 

1130 <FM] The Old Curiosity Shop. 

By Charles Dickens. (4/6). 

1230 (FM) You and Yours. 

1235 (FM) Noel Coward: Rom His 
DfarieSL 


1Z55 Wfeattjec 

130 The World at One. (FM only 
than 137pm) 

137 (LW) Test Match Special 
1400*0 The Archers. 

1^5 (FM) Shipping Forecast 
230 Box of Delights. By John MaSe- 
fiekLWBb Donald Stoden. 

330 Comparing Notes with Brian Kay 

4.00 News. 

435 Daring to be the Dane. 

445 Short Story: Cbp Hand* Hem 
Cams Ctarfie. By Bayi Bainbridge. 
530 PM. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6JL5 Gdne South. 

630 News Quiz of the Year. 

7.00 News. 

735 The Archers. 

730The Raod Programme. 

745 The Monday Play: RkJdky 

Walker. Russefl HobarTs dystopia, 
set 3000 years to the future, urith 
- Matthew Dunstar. See Choice 
945 Inside the Hood. 

10.00 The World Ton^toL 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Scarlet and 
Black. (1/10) .See Choice 
1130 Sentimental Journey. 

1130 Rent 
1230 News. 

1230 The Late Book: Throufr 
the Looking Glass. By Lewis 
Carroll. (1/7). 

1248 Shipping Forecast 
1.00-6.00am As World Servica 


Radio 5 

(693.9fBUfalM 

6.00am The Breakfast Programme 
835 The Magazine 1230 M idday 
with Malr 2.05 Ruscoe on Five 


430 Nationwide 730 News Extra 
735 Sportsback 80S Sports Rfr 
view of the Yew 1035 Class War- 
fare 1130 Ng* Extra 1135 Never 
Walk Atone 12.05 The Other SUi of 
Midnight tan Hong Kcng 235 Up 
AH WjJrt 535-630am Off Rste 

Classic FM 
aou-iouMbHa 
6.00am Mike Read's Festive 
Breakfast 9.00 Henry KeJty 1230 
Margaret Howard 2.00 Umcttfme 
Concerto 330 Jamie Crick 630 
Newsnight Review ’96 630 
Sonata 730 Celebrity Choice 830 
Evening Concert includes: Vivaldi: 
Wolin Concerto No 1 in E. Spring, 
Op 8. Sereberien Winter Concerto. 
Rodrigo: Concierto De Esrio, Sum- 
mer Concerto. 10.00 Mchael 
Mappin -1.00 fltei Cooper 430- 
6.00am Early Breakfast 

Virgin Radio 

0215, llS7-12SUtrlllf lOUWtRO . 
630am Jeremy Clark 10.00 Grti 
ham Dene 130 Mitch Johnson 
430 Nicky Home 4.00 Mitch John- 
son 7.00 MW Richard Porter 730 
(FIO Paul Coyte. 1030 Mark Forrest " 
2.00-630am Randall Lee Rose 

World Service 

OSOHzEH 

130am Newsdesk 130 Oidlook 
135 Words of Faith 2.00 Newsday 
230 Omnibus 3.00 News 3.15 
Sports Roundup 330 Meridian 
430 Newsdesk 430 Off the Shelf 
445 Health Matters 5.00 News- 
day 530 The Muttitrack Sessions 
545-630am Tire Learning Wbrid 


Going Out 


CINEMA NEW RELEASES 
101 DALMXrWCS Surrio^ Gicm Ocbc 
asQueb De VB^toort Kmer FHSwr 
lOSOan. 1 lam. I pa. tSOpm, .VVJpra, 4 JOpa. 
fipa. S5 C^«b. 9J]pin. V5Jpa SrNcan Co*- 
hu 3pm. (fxn. &30pn> Briong Odeon 
12J5pm. 139pn. M5pm.iHpm, SJSpm. 
a lOfm, 7,-lfpn. Hon&Odan 

USjro. &25pm. JUOpn Be&aham 
ABC USrm. 4pia eJJpai. Bntdty 
Odnn 1pm. .USptn. 6.10pm, SLSOpra Catfrinl 
.1BC lZASpra. J^Opm. 550pm. 8J0prn 
dipham ftcatr Baar 7pm. 4J5pm. UOpra, 
OtnlEH Safm l. ippn. A>tQpni Care- 
dan nmr leLfp NLSam. UUSam, 

1145pm L15pm..\i5pm 345pm 5.45pm. 

6. L*ipm & l^n 1 igto Anrf 

llJOan. Llppm 4JBpm &45pm 9pa Edfr 
lmv PrSc itt 122km, 2J0 tkxl tww 
SJOaaEiniMaiLieUterlJCt/J KL2Sam 
KUSam. lUtbm, 1pm, UWpm. I 
3.40pm. -USpm -MBpm UUprn 7pm, 
7JCW M5t»o.]a If*™ BtfitHABC 

lllfga f>yipn. SAfpaEattABC 

124Spm ilSpai. 'S.-Spae. &.Ufsn ftoMy 
KnaUUSamll.i^ii, 1.10pm, 1,45pm. 
345pm 4.15pm. 6.15pm. 6.45pm. &t5pm. 
9A0pm GaLiers Great Camcnknc Ll.fon. 
140pm &rSpmR3npa Ci eonni U i Ghom 

LlOpD. LSSjan, 63^n. £L4Gpm Hteqeieail 
UGH L45pffl.3Jpnv 4JJ5pnL 6J0pm 
KJOtUi &5Qpm HmmosmSt V sgn Rime 
ta^sOsHamm Hfcrwr lLSfam. 1125pm. 
UBpm. 145pm. 34Hin. 5/Gpm. 6pm. 
731|nL SJOpn. 9.40pm HmknABC 
IQSjm, 13^m. t25pm. !L«pin Jfttinuy 
OkfcoH Ipm, L35pm, ilSpm,^ iSDpm, klSpn, 


3 6JBpm. fi43pni CO- 
tagcOdeoH Ifin, 3J0pn.6J0p*n,tW5pm 
fekham Pmtaer Cinema Pbin; for d<23& 
PukyABC 1240pm 3. tOpm. 541pm AlOpm 
Pome? ABC U5pm, 3.45pm. dJ5pm. S.40pm 
K dana rdOdetm 6.45pm. 030pm Mdtmml 
Odxn St a So &30pm P. K^m /Jicy Gnana 
I L LSmn. UOpa, 345pm. fipm. &I5pm Aw- 
fadABC IJ5^14Spm,6Ll5(mi,iL40pm 
Rimfail Odan Ubaty 2 1130am, 1245pm. 
L45 fhl 3.15pm 4.15pm. 54ppm. &40pm 
8pm. 9pm Sam an BakarSma 220pm. 
4J5pm b45pm 8J5pm SWo^-lSC 
12.45 pm. 3 JOpm. S JOpm, BJOpmSfepfar Cir. 
ncrV*&tt lUOam. 12J0pm ^m. 3pm 
'420pm 520pm, ^50pn, Spn. PJBpm 
Ssmhtm ttton UJOSpin, 215pm 425pm, 
62fipm. 8.45pm SutUn UU6 UUOam 
iL(5am. 1pm l-4S|Rn.X[5pm. 4pm fipm 
445pm. MOpm ImpBaebmcCaata 
].25pm, A45pm ai^xn. ajqpm UC7 Whir- 
lev 1055am, 1 LSCtan, LSpm,2JUf*n, 
355pm. 4JSfH0, 6.15pm. 7pm 8,40pm. 
‘J.OOjwi LWrtfcr Cfciren lL20om 120pm 


fipm fL4Hmn Cntsdon Kbrwr i'Suge Ipm. 
14Upo, 6u2UpDi, 9pm Eabig Kga IUi% 

A tad 1 J5pm iS '.yn, i 'Wht;:. 9. 15pm fi£- 
MBr R A vtti f 12.10pm 2.15pm 5JSpm 
ai5j*n Eitnu*ao> Let UC1 12 lllASon. 
U.Khm L20pm am. 4Xt5pm 425pm. 
650pm 7.15pm 9i5pm 10pm 


Cattk Coronet iJBpm. flpm. 625pm. 850|in 
ftopPr LomKr&pan lUCtan, 
4J0pm7pm92r^i2mW^«K*fcy 
Kmr lOJSam 12^*n. 4J15pm, 650pm 


920pm Hampstead MGM UOpm 3>*)pm 
6-lOpm.S.IOfwp H amnets n Ui MglB Hiont 


for dcud» Harmr WJrotr liJ0pm3J5pm 
62Spm9pm WXvm Hendon ABC TJOpm. 
5J0pm TStom Mmv Odea, liBnn, 


ILIQho, WC^m*U0pai,64Qfm.9JBpoi 
BatomQitan LI0pmZ55pm455pm 
M5pcaBamB Odeon L45pm 4piu. afiipKi 
BHMuiHABClAS^&XpmBmAy 
Odeon 1 2 3Vm ,23Spm.'USpm.&.«W 
Gorton Hfawr VBnge 1230pm MSpm 
5pm7J5pm 9J0pm Eafrg Vhjpy Uxtnd& 
Rood 1230pn. ScmEdnMonUe MAy X3 
12 KUSam, I.UV«n.3Japm 620pm 9pm 6i- 
fieUABC WSpm4pm. 410pm, &45pn 
firrflrrHfowrJtWhm. IZ55pm3.IOpm 
525pm 7^0pm 925pm Onemtdt Cinema 
Phmg for detab Uamn a vH id, Ifrp, Phone 


ingOdeon IZJOpm 220pm. 430pm MOpm. 
S33va Buna Odeon L55pm4J5pm 
63 ^b.&5Hot ttomkydda* 11.45am, 


fi^pm SJBpm Otauidi Onema 235pm 
AASpn. fi255pm ViBpa /to nmp v n M . 

Pbone for detiib Mmw Mmitr I tJftsn. 
L45pm 4pm 625pm 

Odeon l^pmX45pn.li»pai.9fl5poj^W 

Oitm I22fipm3jopm 140pm, & Iflpm 
Afiawtf modem LXOpm JJtho. fipm 
a-lSpin CMecn TSOpm, 435pm 

7U5jm9^poiS%<aChtMjrCkin»i L25pm 
4pm6J0pm&S)pmAd*aHfttmierCSne- 
ma Phone for deeds UdmamdOdm 
430pm 92bpm ffiy Cnom lLStam 
L55p«i I 4pm. &0%>m. fUSpoi Am^tirrf Odeon 
tJbaof2 ILtSarn JJopm330pm 6 15pm 

a4frmapb ia«xm xsopm. 

4«V». &J0pm9JSpniS»a**n Otoi 
1225pm, 235pm 4.45pm. 4S5pm tan Awon 
W7d t045am, U5fan. 330pm &.opm. 
850pm tBmdhe LmtComa IMpm. 

15Spm fiiW fWOpm DO WUUkv 
112010, 1.45pm 4B5pm, 640pm, 9pm 
UOntocObm ILfflBm2pm4Jtan. 

640pm a50pmH^rOdwi2jiW 
2ta«^7IBpm025pmWsi.lto. 
mho l2d5pmZ15im43)tm63A>iL 
645pn Whaxcn Thoms Sore) IStam. 
■Ufljxn. 635pm, tUSpm Htama Ka bod 
i22t\Bui40pm4a^7^a, wop* «W 

STMTOEK.-raErC0KaCr(12> Hwcrev . 


530pm /JOpn HeBotmv Odeon Il55fin. 

jSpn:, WHjm 3.40pm l$xd Odeon 
I2«fm 330pm 6J0pm &40pm £hpmn 

Ofxim Z. lipcn. 5J5pm 8. L5pai Ato Cce- 

BFOkm 1.10pm, 1-Ktni, UlCtam, 840pm 

/Mtam noHkrOioaa PbODefordeoflr 


fox deads ffemw Warner LlOpm 330r»n, 
550pm 8-4pna HeodaiASC 2J Upra. 6J5pw 

HoBemvOdton U5pm3JVw435fm 
^.UkodOdeon 1pm 34 Djm, 555?®! 
Kapam Opdm !25pm &tOpn Mow* MS 
Odem 2pm ^ 4j05pm 4I0[in; Odeon Kerning- 
An illOpm 225|m.440pn2. 725pm Odeon 
kksadne, Ldoater Squat 210pm 4J0pm 


Parley ABC UOpm. 5.10pm 8pm Pnmtf 
ABC 125pra 6 l^ni. 8.45pm Rich. , 
VHmdOdaanbXpa.*patonftHiABC 
1255pm 325(m555pmSJapaA»^M 
Odeon Ubtny 2 1250pm. 325pm fipm 
JLTSpm !k ; ;-ds Comer Vd^n 12DOOO, UOpm 
520pm H30pa.foarfmm.4tt: lMSpn, 
320pm S55pmS40pm Srman UCTfi 
ll.toam, 2pm. 430pm 455pm. UOpm 1X7 
HT£drp lUOam 1.40faa 4. 10pm, 445pm 
920pm Vkjm Qxbea 1.13pm. 335pm 
445pm 9.L5jm VSgtn TkxaJero 1245pm 
.LX^sn, 6Li5pm, 9pm MddmowABC 
1 . 10f»n, 335pm, 6|Mi. 825poi Wnnbfcxloo 
Odeon I pm 330pm 6pm 830pm Wbodfbrd 
riBC 110pm 5.10pm (UOpm 
EVHB(PG)Madinjna stars as Era Duarte. 
adeem Wes End I215|an, lA5pm. 3J5pm 
445pm 6 15pm 745pm, 415pm 1045pm, 
EU&qi (Mot). L45um (Moo) 
JM6LEilLL1HEWKy(KS)Ani(id 
Sdnaamnapraao. Aaw Ktencr (®p* 
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8J5 LRtle Shop (RJ/74550Z Ji 

835 Where wrEaits Carmen S» Diego? 

(6478924). “ - 

930 The BjgBreakfest (9474(f). 

1030 Hanem* with Mr Cooper (R) (S) (55276). * 

1030 The Crystal tfim&VXS) (77092). * 

1130 ^deto the iSe(SJfiy (5753045). * 

1135 The PM P»^»ecffO (SJ (52081 30). * 

1220 God in the House. Raving Christians (5647419). * 
1250 flBIIVrist (florin Mann 1992 Can). Documentary 
the dsKae oaze that swept early 1960s 
.7faerira«35I905jL * 

220 BW SBk Stockings (Reuben Mamoulian 1957 
- tJS>: Astitt tos^the test versfon of the Cote 
Porter Breacforay musfcal based on the 1939 GSMa 

_ Sarto filmWfaotebta. Leggy CydCharfese is toe 
(CGB a^ntser^to ^top a Russian conrooser in self- 
imposed exi^w P^fewbo has agreed to write 

f^afere^ fbr'aHol^ood ^n. Then she finds 
herself feffingfoctfie pfaytxy producer of.ttie 
movie, Fred ftgafejtolixre and Jules Munshin 
are in the the actors might just 

as well l^e^^g^tegNpt good (88J55585J. 
430 CiXMrtidch(w»TSBira|fe'j^^; , 
530tatoricwF^sfei®4sffsfSJ(85189L * 
630 ^ . 

730 Just Dandtat Atotosd? The last in this series 
ooitoRnBflbfo dtfefitwiswWi corterrtooraiy dance 
choreo^apteyis a paxda-dBfix betoween director 
Mark Kktel and KJraraAJstoj, vrtean British 
modernist from the Balfet Rambert and London 
(fontemporary Dance Theatre. lai-Cte' and Merce 
Cunrtingham are revaled as sources (SJ(38J27J. * 
830 A Woman of Independent Maa oi . 1/3. Imported 
mto(^eiieswffha7Q^earfiistoricaispananda 
cast led by S^By FiekL Brenda ftickar and Charles 
Duming. Based on the the novel by EKzabeth 
Fboythe HaiJeft It tells of a southern belle (FteW) 
groyring up vrith the 20th century: Rwtone takas 
us to Wbrid Wbr One, artl it 8l l continues on New 
Year's Day (S) (64042924). * . - - 
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ssKfaassaegjg. 

BSBSS!o5SSSS®“ 


SSndK^(5 6/877831 


talmidonctoefC 1255pm West. DinoMurs 

S^wTiiBtfSSRH! 
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(641Q4121250a*n Gotfs Gft (6J5756JJ. 
3_50»m Entertainment *96 (8041325L 4.45am 
Flm: Nfchotos NfckJoCy(J7J5M?3. 5.40- 
5.55wn Sound Bttes (3037948). 


■nwmf 

As London eapfc XZSSp mA CwTO r/factiQ* 
(91319051 125 ran* ThfiOvtomwSW . 
(58191672). 6.00 MencMnTbrtgr* 1721). (L3D 

(6410412). 2JO*n GO* OR __ 

3.45im Entort i mment (8044422). <k40>S4OWI > 
ffirre fflcholas Nfcktaby (9296412). 


Labo 


KSnWBflW . , 

A* Loodon except 1255pm And FtoaHy 

OJ3I905L 1.5SM0 Wto cf th# Vtorids 

(64IQ412). 25QM1 God’s Gtft (6 i5?56J). 
330emErt*rtainmefJt , 96(80<J325J. MSm 
Fflnu Nicholas Niddaby U 71 5967) S.40- 
535am Sound BM» (3037948), 


to 


10.10 Honudde.Ufia on the SM(&$2£4?8i,F . 

11.10 DeaiecLJem43q^^gn^^g^^r 

de^h erf an old schootfrierid (47 J 696). . 

210 aSBInvWWe Stripes (LloycJ Baqori 1940 US). . 
Unar^feyed ex-con Geotjp Raft returns tee Kec# 
crime to prevent his younger brother making toe 
- samentistafeshertid. HumpWey Bogarit WBSun 
HoMen and Ape Br yan are also tovt^/edftitWs 
moralSytate (5629696). To 3.35am. ■ h ' 


sac 

6J20am Sesame Street (3580092) 7.15 The * 
BabystoorsOto (5583/12) 8.15 titts Shop 
(7455023. 1 0.00 Fftn: Journey to the Outre « 
the Earth (88293769). 1225pm Abrfi Wtod 
(38677211 LOO Slot MeMhrin (95382). 130 
6now Buslnem (898371 230 ffct Theflctoe 
(444189). 530 5 Pump (98371 530 Oourtdtoto 

' ,f ^S6Sa^sS(W8a^J» FM6I 

ySwn (916295). 725YBydArBldMr 
Q74i0ai 830 Bacha HiaMt (87211 830 
14*0035837). 8^5 S4C Yn Cyfiwyno (853260). 
905 JoBraret Afl the Way to Wawter (8279051 
1005 Sexto (8746531 1245 Ffcn: The Man 
wfihTWo Brains (740333631 1225m The 
American FbottaD Big Match (5491677). 130m 
Wbman at Play (2225509). 205-245»m 
Lumbajacks OKI (72509/. 
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6LOOam 'Bopfc Zona (1953} (87905). 
730 A Journey to the dartre of Ihe 
Bath 000921 830 The Magic Adven- 
ture 0973)03634). 1030 RLxwray 
Express (1990(42127). 1200 My 
Brotoert Keeper (1994) (22856) 

2J» The Battia of the Wb FMa 

(1965) (70924 . 400 Ybur* Mam 
Jones and the Aback oMhe Hartman 
(1995) (49243. 630BehtodtheW»- 
terfaB (1995) (50J6QL 830 Den Juan 
De Marco (19951 (SSTfiOLSOO Out- 
break Q995) t41960127)&L50 A 
Good Man to Africa (1994tt^S905J. 
L25 Second-Best (1994)§30Q. 
300 The paxreday Gurt 
(37561 3. JL00-6D0en» A J&ney to 
the Centre* foe EartW7683& ; 


8.00 The Jerk 0979) (352374Q). 
1030 Heartbreak Ridge (1986) 

( 414499051 1215 The Hck-Up 
Artist (1987) (2336298Q. 1M Gator 
(1976) (22945281 340545am The 
Great Dictator (1940) (725205801 


1230 LAPO (934)21 1230 Real 
TV (53300. XJ30-7.00am Hrt Mh 
Long Play (397641 


SW SPORTS 1 

7.00am Racing News (699051 730 
Cricket Zimbabwe v England - Live 
(1121634). 330 Football Special 
(6590591 630 Sports Centre 
(2585). 630 Tartan Extra (395221 
730 Cricket- Zimbabwe v England 
(3793011 1030 Sports Centre 
(826531 1030 Tartan Extra 
(438371 1130 Spanish Rxtbafl 
(62289). 130 Tartan Extra (465611 
230330m Sports Centre (25300. 


SW2 

7.00pm Star Trek: Deep Space Nina 
(1899498). 200 Wet* Rats 
f 187581 81 9.00 The Commah • 
(28883821 10.00 Under SuapMto 
(28987691 11.00 Late Show wife 
David Letterman (1206092). 1200 
Ffett National Lampoon's Mode 
Madness (1982) (26252381 2ffl0- 
6.00am Htt Mw (8612702). ¥ 


sum m*. 

6JWamHprtL8eaWheef®83) 
(241121 ffl&O MonsJeurVWcm 
(1947) (8Z6P372U 1005'WlyFbyte 
(1940) (494347691 1200 Grips and 
Robbosons 0994) 03214^0 Cold 
Turkey (1971WZ23S21 4jOOSfiBons 
Etot 0994) (63821 600 R4oe Acad- 
any 7: Msaion to Moscow (1994) 
(249051 730 e Features (33021 
800 Hercules and foe Ckcta of Hte 
0994) (928281 930 The Shawshank 
Redemption (1994) (41853837). 
1135 Body Bags 0993) (8644981 
135 Once Were Warfare (1994) 

1 2737021 3.15630m Wilder Na- 
pakm (1993)063671 


aof HOWES GOLD 
4v00fHn The Hares (1949) 
(8231356). 6.00 Snow White and the 
Three Stages (196Z) (35282951 


7.00am Love Connection (48264791 
7-20 Press Ybur Luck (4829943). 
740 Jeopard^ 00463631 830 Ho- 
tel (5492260). 9.00 Another Wbrid 
(1 6084731 9.45 The Oprah Winfrey 
Show ( 77415851 1040 Real TV 
(46724981 1L10 Sally Jessy 
Raphael (9203498). 1200 Gerakto 
(29276). LOO Mastercard Masters of 
Music Concert tor the Prince's Trust 
(965471 3.00 Jenny Jones 
(35363). 4.00 The Oprah Winfrey 
Show (54498). 5.00 Star Trek: The 
Next Generation (1450). 6J)0 The 
Simpsons (5769). 630 The Simp- 
sons (9721). 730 The Simpsons 
(94791 730 M*A*S*H (59051 
8.00 Year In Review: Fashion 
(82271 830 Year In Review: Diana, 
Princess of Wales (7634). 9.00 The 
Bible: Moses (78566). 11.00 Star 
Trek: The Next Generation (328371 


LIVE TV 

630am information TV 7.00 SfifiNsh 
Archer 730 MM and Body 280 
Why Ffies 830 Vkteo Box 9 JXLPsy* 
chic m Show 930 The Fashion 
Show 1000 Reralations 1030 Ca- 
nary Wharf 11.00 Mind and Body 
1130 Spanish Archer 1200 Rewto- 
tkms 1230 Why Fites 1.00 Looking 
torloue 130 Psychic Ftt Show 200 \ 
Fashion Show 230 Mind and potty 
200 Video Bqk 330 Pin Momv 4,00 
Spanish Archer 430 Why F9te 5.00 I 
Canary Wharf 530 Looking fcr Loire 
6.00 Fashfan Show 630 Sport 7.00 
Spanish Archer 73Q RewWtons 8.00 ' 
Psychic (fat Show 830 Missing Fter- 
sons 9JQ3 Why Files 930 Looking tor 
Love im Sport 103OStsid-Up 
Spectot Ston Boardman 11.03 Stand- 
Up Spedafc Stan Bmidman 1130 
The Be* or Bdenquest 1203 The 
Best of Edenpuast 1230 Kiss-TV 
130 Home Stapptog.2.00 SfendAJp 
Speciab Reddh Stan- 3J» inquest 
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nan Hmm 115pm, JJqpaj. 6.45pm. 9pm 
Oofdem Knr VBaff I LSQam. 2.10pm. 

A-IOferei GhnooianUt HA? 

Ud a ICUSam, \2Mp*,X}0pm. 6.10^ 
840pm HwMyWinKr l lam, L3Spm,4pm, 


kyt lLQ5am.2am.4^m 7JI1 pbi R25pm ' 
Wm fttewraif lpm.i50pm.W5v™. 
93^u Vk& ftxato ipm. 349pm. 630pm, 


LiaSpm, 23Sj*n t 4ii5pm 1 ZlSjm, 9 JBpm 
/hBwfi Road DQpm, .MQpin, b. 10pm, 
(UOpm MdtenatovABC 1.40pm, iSSpm. 
6.10pm, aJSpm Hfaknon ThomaSoeen 
L30f»n. 6.10pm. fUlpm (M HaB 

Oman LiSpni i45fro, XJCpin 

WnnNcdatOdeat ilam,U3^m,3Spn. 

UOpm . SMpanwtfoedABC LUpm,4pm, 


IJSpm..44DpBbfii)^)ai.SJ0pmMcBtrilN3 
(Mam 13ilpia.3J5p(B, Otpin. 8.45|xn 
flkfaw KcnSroar II .4Sain. UOpm. 440pm, 
7.10pm. ^ 94famOrimn LekesUr Sguar ' 


..WSfm, 6.Upia BJQfu) 

DKVUGHT t LZ> %twaci StsDane n a waiay 
acs»n-adrcnnire..4BC BabrSoeet L25pni. - 
jUSpm. M0pm,8J5pawW Taeetthan 
Coat Root I3fam 405pn. WOpm. U$pm 
Baking Odeon l^tSpm. 

SJSpmflunwCWovi Ipm. JUOpn. duQ^m, 
fL35pm hnkadmm ABC UtCpnL 5 JOptn, 
831pm Cmydat Safari UJUpin, SJOpin. 




tofo nao 120pm 425pm. uom axqpm 

MtyABC UOpa.fmJ’im^ABC 145pm. 
fiJLSpm Rkdmmnd Odeon 9u*> 7cm RanfM 
ABC U^o20po/a»«Wa£ntJwrr 


ABCUSwi^RamfrtOiBonUbia, 
ZlLUam, UXpm. 330pm. fipm. 8.«**i Su- 
pb Coma Vbffn 11 J9am. 2JJSpm. 4.10pm 
Saadum Odeon 1240pm. IS^xa. 455pm. 
7pm, 9XGpm 7 iartpOe Late Gmwrtan, 
A45pm CtJ Wssfeys l UOm 
LJSpm, UQpm.63Q|» I KS5pm Vkfr 
CMm ipm. A lOfxn, 5J5pm 73fam * S^r 


SwwfiwJiWpm.aaipin.^ 430pm. WOpm, 
9p«a tWAamawriflC UOpm. 530pm Won- 




ROALD DWtoSWtl&JM(PO} Defoburiy 
twteed Uyulb^oni Vbmer VSagr 
1030am. 130pm. ^m. fiJOpm. SSOpoBatk- 


7pm. 5J0pm.a4Cpm UQpm BakagOdetm 

Ipm, 33-.»>. 6pm, BJSpcn Baow, O*on 

lpni.3J0pm.&O5pm, 835pm Btdbcnham 
ABC 4pnvMSpmfltt»»*» Odeon 1245pm, 
325pm. fiXSpcB. MSpaCdfridAK Ipm. 
i30pm. fipm.&topm Offom Howe foue 
4A ,-m, QJ5pai Crowfcw S*fri 6-IOpai. 

SJOpo OofAm Hfomr >8*- 1235pm, 
120pm. 535pm.830pin£^M^, Ud*idp 
Road ZJtta. 7fra. MQpm EdgmBdhae 
1205pm, 240pm. 520pm Lts ltd- 
krOaailXem^lMim.425pm.6AS^ 


9LlCfcm UMmiouABC .\Utam, BOSpm 
mniUtm Odtut 1pm. 3Xpa. Sp^aapra 
mxMlforlABC 3.40pm. BJUpa, 

SURUWMCFinssotlS) MadWa-lmn 
hiopfcof foe gncmlrc 77r Mm 330pm. 
6pm. 83(fam Snb CaarOdam hu. 


JESUS CHRIST SUPBtSDUt 
lymm VMUn^xm Sc Wa (OVTl-tiH) 
1802) fiaOHdBgX. 745. Hff7| 
3JQDt J3543230. MS mtm. . - 
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6pm. 830pm Smb CeamOdtm 1pm. 


5J5pm. 830pm UCt Wdtdev 1» 341pm. 
&25pm. 9.10pm (Mm) HWMWiM 
UJOpm, 320pm. 6.10pm, Hn. 
«Hn ZlSpm. SJjOpm. Bns^tmmtr Hbr 
End 1240pm. Zl3pu.S5km.tMrm 


UummR ON THE 23RO BOOR 
Ocm WB** In NattfetUMft rnmedy. 
{^McnlrSImfiariMyAMmw, W] (0171-494 
SCO) # Her Ok. MoIvSn &U1, HI 2JU [71- 

4J0a £930423. 148 mks. 

naaraLNAnONALTWATRE; 

ONm - ■ ■ 

Civs JW tMalCAknl Eyrc'i pretedoo. 
M«kSW 7.15, |717J)D boon nut 31 1)«. 
100pm), mk fe Mk. l(5nm. . 


IOS59m.l3npm, 420pm, Vn.<U5pm 
Onxmcxh Cmana 4J3pm. 635pm. ftiSjs: 
Homan* Vhgn Flme far AaafSmw 
UJOhb. UOpm. 2pm 4a0mn. 
43tteA«pm7Jftirc?J£tom,93t m . 

Hendon ABC 4JKpm. a.v sn fiAmoy 

Odeon l.Wpm34I^Wtto!USpinl5M 
Odeon U30pm,3pm, 6pm, AjOpm 

Man STQpaNoamgiaamiM 
130pm. SSSfo, Olpm. 845pm Odea, Am- 
sew l-Hpm, 4,10pm. fiJOpm. 9 JOpm Rim 
Orem I LJObb. 2pm. 430pm, 640pm, 9pm 
ShaCaupOietm lJSpm. 345pm, 6.15pm, 
&40pm MtAon FMmfcr Quern Phone for 
itaafclfa* 135pm, 405pm. 635pm, 9.1Upm 
PtskjABC 3JSpa.83SpaPi^tevABC 
3^5pm. 820pm Rktavoal Odeon Suk> 
630pm. 9.UpmftwiM>lBC15W 

satssssssEs? 

assss 

32^pm.fi pm , 835poi &m x HgaiMtere. 
115pm. 440pm. 7.10pm, 930j*n 


THROUGH THE OIJVE 7W9S (U) Ifed 
pan oTAUmKaramarp wRWnwdir9<»- 
B. Meoo 2pm, 4.15pm, 630pm. tWSpm 
Row 2pm. 435pm. 630pn- tolSpa 
THEATRE WEST END HIGHLIGHTS 


Daatt Of A SalaiMM Afon Awwom* 
Nm. Ttirntto, 730.cwttinuioRWMp.iys 



L£CERO£MVIS«££-.: . 

Evoaone (GaBadon aflta dreus ftma, 
Mermaid Puddle Dock, 8CA (0171-336 
2211] BR/9 BkKkUaa.IbvSai 730 (extra 
perf30 Doc, 730.110131 Dec. IJan). flj 
4J30 (eon man 31 Doe, 1 Jan,«&0); emit' 
E2 Jan. ULSttelOJtVtam-ft naodby £10. 
eUd flO, &mdyofltWrJ5a UO mte. 

THE CHERRY ORCHARD 
Ifcndope WUtan OieHtor'scbsnc. 

Moat & MantoYLsM,^ WCKffl710M 
1730) 9 Lck So. MmaSal 730. |3fi7] ittl, 
coda 2S Jan. UU8. 1«S nu 


A DOLL’S HOUSE 

Stan Janet McThfr and 0#n r , 


OQm«94401)* enfoadmaitt. MofrSat 

^£3SS£Hr£ a 


Cdflokw 

MtUAaa'MACatMQiraamGMfa 
JapniaMiak.'Bmi^tTJd rastaW-OlW. 
w. £1243250. Cytfokms X8-U4 IWMftut: 
CU^HLSoaihBaki^i (0171^1282252) 
ROttLSHmESFEAffi OQUHM 

The BrnriHcnn. 

Nte Ue RStooi fUrc'i inTOHMi 
Jol^. m antansi A reMVSafeH. 

Iter White Dull Jatn dtium'ii ttotew 
■totighvZta.BwpnmdJflMar panto 
Bartxtm Tleairc &£»L5a The Pfcrik). 
£17, SZk SQM, EQ(DI7l4U8 N89|] 

OU) WICKED SONGS 

Jon Nbnw' fenreinh Hob Hraken, 

a^Sheftmftmy (W7|4*H : 




